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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department ‘

21st December 1867.

No. 477, Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for
Railways, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Depagtment,
dated Madras, 11th December 1867, No. 343 :— '

a

1. I have the honor.to forward
a letter* received from the Agent of
the Madras Railway, with a comparative statement showing the favorable results
which have followed the change of rates introduced for the conveyance of cotton
on the Railway. )

® No. 435, dated 8rd December 1867.

2. InG. O, No. 416, dated the 22ad July 1865, a rate of 24 pies per ton
per mile for loosc cotton was sanctioned upon the North-West Linc, and of 14 pies
per ton pef mile for half-pressed cotton, experimentally for six months from the
date of the opening of the Railway to
Cuddapah. On the report furnished after
the expiration of that period, Government allowed a continuance of the experimental

rates pending further trial.

G. 0. No. 898, dated 20th March 18GG.

3. In August 1866, the rate for unpressed cotton on the North-West Line
was raised from 24 to 30 pies per ton per mile, the approval of Government being
communicated in G. O., No. 2,806, dated 4th Scptember 18GG. Againin November
1866, on an application from the Agent and Manager, Colonel Aunderson authorized
the levy of a rate of 36 pies per ton per mile for loose cotton on the North-West Line,
and of 30 pies per ton on the South-West Line, with the exception of cotton carried
from Arcot to Madras, which was to be at the rate of 18 pies per ton per mile;
these rates were to be adopted experimentally for one year, and a report made of

their effect on the cotton traffic.

4. As far as the interests of the Railway Company are concerned, the results

from the higher rates have been highly satisfactory ; the increase in the weight of

cotton conveyed by the Railway being only 1,967 tons, or 147 per cent. above that
of the twelve months preceding, while the diference in the receipts has amounted

-to Rupees 2,20,574-8-1, or 81:57 per cent.

5. The chief object aimed at by the Railway authoritics in increasing the rates
for loose cotton, was not to augment therchy the revenue of the Company, but to
induce tho owners to have their cotton pressed before being brought to the railway

for transmission to Madras. )

6. The necessity for adopting such compulsory measurcs is obvious, when the
difference of weight between a truck-load of loose cotton and one of pressed cotton
is considered. Of the latter a truck holds from five to six tons, which is the maxi-
mum weight put on one of these vehicles, and of the former from two and a quarter
to three tons, being lighter than a truck-load of any other kind of goods. It is
therefore only right that the Company should endeavour to get cotton from the
freighters in such a state as will make a truck pay as much as it would if filled with
other ordinary articles of traffic; and so long as these endeavours fall short of
driving the traffic from the Railway to other means of transit, they are justified in
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P’roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Departinent,
21st December 18617, |

eotton in a loose state,

8. The present rate of 3
North-West Line of the M
Indian Railway and the

ad GPP{eS Per.ton per mile for loose cotton on the
adras Railway, is below the rates in force on the East

Railwva)vs in the B b . . ‘
and 48 pies per ton per mile, respoctively. ombay Presidency, those Leing 36292

rities are ever anxious to promote trade, and

o g to place any imvped; i
transport by D1 ! Y impediment in the way of the
gOOdf retl;;)‘n:aﬂ zf co(';ton3 which is an article of paramount importance i)n their
BC turns. reduction in the existi
Interests injuriously, and I do not thi oung Tates would affect the Company’s

ia the growth of cotton, ok that it would be fullowed by any increase

I theref:
. ore recommen anets
continuance of the present atcs, d the sanction of Government to a

r—

From the Agent and Manager of the Madra
Railways, dated Madr

1.. With reference to the 3rd
November 1566, 1 have the honor

cotton carried over this Railway,
compared with 1867,

8 Railw ~

33,11“ay Company, to the Consulting Engineer for
48, 3rd December 1867, No. 435.
paragraph of Colone] Anderson's \
to ff)rward & comparative statem
during the twelve months ende

letter, No. 496, dated the 1st
ent exhibiting the quantity of
d the 31st October 185G as

2. Iswill be seen that the tonnage i 7
) age Increased 1,96 n
a result which I trust the Government will consider ;Qtis‘:l(;ts,
Dy

and the receipts R, 2,2),574-8-1,
.5 The rates in force were ag follows

.
.
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South- West Line,

1866, 1857 .
Pies per { Vi,
Loose Cotton !‘20: e e Fies per ton per mil,
Bangalore Branch increased to . %0
on 3Uth March 1867. ) - $6
Full-pressed Cotton e 14
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o 21st December 1867.

MADRAS RAILWAY.

Statement showing the Cotton Traffic for the twelve months endiag 31st October 1866 and 1857,
under different rates.

Loose Corton. Hage-ramsszp | Fuil-raesacs Total
Tons. Amount. Tons. | Amount. |Tons.| Amonnt, Tons. Amount,
1866. BS. 4, P. RS, A. P. ’ RS. A, P B8, A, P.
Forwarded from Sta.
South-West
gf:: ‘.)f 601.1" es 6,812 (1,44,830 13 10 .. | ... 373 | 6,520 12 of 7,185 ]1,51,351 9 10
. do. North-West
Dﬁmgo ,?,n of‘,, e.s“ 6,190} |1,29,947 13 1} ., | wee | e | e 6,1991% [1,29,947 13 1
Total... —13,011} 2,74,778 10 117 . | ... 373 16,520 12 0]13,381}12,81,299 6 11
1867.
Forwarded from ‘Sta..
ti South-West
for: on o... w| 3,0581 | 79444 6 0 13| 31 5 0 213[3,806 0 0f 3,273 | 83,37111 o
Do. do. on North-West .
Lwe ... e W 11,611 (419,528 1 014673 17,97¢ 3 0| .o | eeeens 12,0781 |14,27,508 4 0
Total.., -1—1,669} 4,98,972 7 0] 4691 |8,006 8 0] 213 |3,806 0 0]15,351] 15,10,87315 0

(Signed) M. E. CIIURCII,
Traffic #anager,

(Signed) R.B.ELWIN,

MapRras,
8rd December 1867.

Agent and Manager.

OrpER THEREON, 21st December 1867, No. 3,961.

Under the circumstances set forth
in the Consulting Engincer’s letter above
recorded, the Governor in Council sanc-
tions the continuance of the existing rates for the carriage of cotton on the Madras

No. 478.

RAILWAY, No. 3l.

Railway.
d (True Extract.)

‘ (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. 8. T. Augu.stin.
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