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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20:h December 1867,

No. 407. Read the following letter from the Consulting Engineer for Railwa 8,
to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
11th December 1867, No. 344 :— - ‘

1. TheOrders of Government, dated the 24th October and the 11th November
last, Nos. 3,305 and 3,478, were communicated to the Agent of the Great Southern
of India Railway upon the 13th November, with a request that the views expressed
therein by Government might be carried into effect at the earliest possible date.

In reply, I have received from Mr., Betts
- a letter* which I have now the honor to

) submit for orders.

2. In my letter of the 10th October last, No. 277 y I recommended that the
experimental passenger traffic arrangements on tlfe Grqat Southern, which came
Into operation on the 1st dMarch la.st, should be d.lscontmued upon two grounds, -
first, that their effect had been to drive from the Ru.llway a large r:umber of passen-
gers of the poorer classes, and to cause genex:al d1scornf.ort and inconvenience to
travellers ; and sccond, that theg had resulted 1n a pecuniary loss to the Company.
The first of these grounds Mr. Betts does not dispute, but he questions the accuracy
of the deductions made in my letter above quoted as to the financial results of the

systems. )
two -{’Z I will not deny that there is considerable force in what is urged by
Mr. Betts in paragraphs 3 to 6 of his letter. I cxplained to Government the causes
which made it diflicult to institute a direct comparison between the results of the
two systems; and the statcment marked A seemed to me, as also to Colonel
Anderson, to bo the fairest test to appl y to them. There can, however, be no
doubt that the traffic reccipts for the weck which ended on the 22n4d December 1866,
may have been affected by the Seringham feast as, on the other hanq, were those
for the week ended the 23rd March.1867, by the Trivallore feast ;.and if the respee-
tive excesses in the third class receipts for those two weeks are deducted from the
ordinary and excess fare for the two three-monthly periods, a balance of Rs, 1,799,
or Rupees 600 per mensem, will be shewn in favor of the second period. .

4. I cannot concur with tRe assertions contained in paragraphs 8 and 9 of
Mr. Betts’ letter. There can be no doubt that the famine of 1866, and the conse-

uent drain of rice and other grains from Tanjore and Trichinopoly, added con-
siderably to the goods receipts of t!le G.'rreat Southern; but it would be_ against all
experience and all reasoning to maintain that the prevalence of high prices for food
did not scriously affect the means of the poorer classes, and, consequently, the
number of travellers in the third class. ) ) )

5. The_trafiic returns of the Madras Rzulway,. In my possession, give very
different results from those mentioned by Mr, Betts in paragraph 9 of his letter.
In statement D, appcnded, are shown the numbers of passengers of each class upon
the South-West Line in 1866 and 1867, and the receipts therefrom, for the six
months during which the experiment was tried _upon tl}e Great Soutl{ern. The
length of line open, and the fares, were identical during the two periods. The
ficures show that the nu{nber of th}rd class passengers rose during 1867 from
661,973 to 726,439, the increase being at the rate of 9-74 per cent., while the
rece’ipts from the same class were increased by TRapees 20,221 or 3-95 per cent.
Taking the figures supplied by Mr. Betts*

himself, it would appear that during the
same months the number of third class

passengers upon the eastern section of the Great Sout’l_lern was reduced by 47,655,
or 2470 per cent., while the receipts rose by.I{uPees_ 5,739, or 590 per cent.

6. Statement E,; appended, contains similar statistics for the North-Wesﬁ Line;
and these afford a fair standard of comparison with the Great Southern ; as in 1867
the Moodanoor cxtension had been opened, and all who know the CuddapaI} district
must be aware that this extension toended to reducg thenn‘umber of third. clgss
passengers per mile. The return, however, shows that in 1866 the average of third
class prz’tssenr:ers, per mile of open line, was 1,183-28, and of recelpts therefrom,
Rupees 66713 : while in 1867 the corresponding averages were 1,356'75 passen-

® No. 2,458, dated 5th December 18G7.

¢ Vide G. 0., No. 3,478, dated 11th November
1867.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
20tk Dccember 18617,

gers, and 77254 Rupees. The increas
rate of 14'66 per cent., and of Rupees
7. 'These comparative stateme
the increase in the receipts from th
claims as tlie result of the high fares, is not due to that cause alone, b
8. It was not however solely, or even chizfly, on financial grounds that the
orders of Government, to which Mr, Betts takes objection, were based. Tlno§3
orders were distinetly based upon the broad principle, which has been repeatedly 1‘111
down, that it is incumbent upon the Government to look to the interests of t.xo
people, and to protect them from any tendency upon the part of the Railway
Companies to raise the lowest fare to an undue heicht. This duty, which 1:;
recognized in England, is rendered more imperative in India by the guarantee o
interest, and by the other privileges which haye been conferred upon the Come

ein favor of 1867 being of passengers at the
at the rate of 15°80 per cent. . ;
nts must, I think, be accepted as showing tha
e lowest class of 590 per cent., which Mr. Betts

¢ t re-introduction of the three classes of pas-
senger carriages is concerned ; precates most strongly the reduction of the
lowest rate to three pies per mile, which is the existiye third class fare on the Madras
Railway, and to which the Government, in their Order of the 24th October last,
stated their conviction that it should pe reduced. It is not very clear what
Mr. Betts is prepared to accept as the lowest fare, but lie expresses a hope that the
Government, before Insisting u

: pon their late orders being carried into effect, will
allow him to refer the mattey to the Board of Directors,

10. T trust that the Government will not accede to Mr.

will insist upon the lowest fare beine reduced simy] A ‘nine of
the Great Southern line to Erode, L-)'1‘0 do wh;nﬁ‘r.mﬂgousl) with the opening

. Jetts sugrrests, would simply
postpene the settlem_ent of the question, and proleng the hardship and the injustice
\\l'hlfil} ih.e fartehs nowI in floycle on the Great Soyt rern inflict upon the inhalitants of
the districts through which it Passes.  When it i i tailway has
been virtually constructed with funds fy 18 considered that the Railway

. \ om the Imperig] Exchequer, it scems pre-
posterous that it should be in the power of ong mavIl) to 1,,.010,,,,2 sy;tcm which, to
secure a trifling and doubtful gain, hag had t},q eflect of driving o the line one-
fourth of its passengers, at the rate of nearly 100,000 per annum

Betts® request, but

From the Agent of the Great Southern of In

inr T 1 .IW:!”»
dated Negapatam 5th December 150 C?“5Ullll},, Engincer for Rai
1. Ilearn from the Papers formarlos December 1867, No. 2 458,

b With your letter

Government look upon the statisticg farni, clter k| ,

raising the third class fare from four to gi'eh;(ilcsl;:r ;?;Sb}' r)r'ou, a3 exhibiting proof of the failure of
2. Without the explanation I poy Propose t ?Ber pber mile,

pronounce the increased fare unsuccegsf, 0 offer, ¢

effect of decreasing t

; hese statisti-g certainly appear “to
ul ing nance : . y
; Z the number of Passengers wafpointml b, e
3. The statistieg referred i

That it would have the
¢d out before the alteration of fare was made.
4. The first, A, o
Norg.—In 1864, when there wag no

Seringh num}, ectionof line, an 1 for the same
thig season of the Year, the mce?;‘tzgwf;:fast at  Dumber of weckhs (but not at corresponding sca-

dia Railway, ¢4 the

Week eading 10th Decerber 2,85 500s); before ang after the increased fare came
° e & . . . X
" éith B e 2,654 °:;‘t° oOperation, Taling the ordinary traflic as
i e 2,682
» 8t 2:8’03 1e figures stanq

+the reeeipts in the latter period

however, that the Sow a falling of of 1y, 1,529, 1t isassumed,

hiGh recel .
period, (which, excluamg ﬁcreg,? ;deor weeks ending 22nq gpq 20th December 1860 the four pies
weekly third class traffig) gpe due ts:(i(l)lnd o083 traific, sloy Rupees 6,071, ineregee ovir the averaze
the Easter holiday traf, of the “%ncacf)’g:.?g’j‘“s %‘l’}_idi}y“ but that a ;ouxm-rlnlance is found 10
pecpie webad, and they werg yopy Jioos sy POHOL. T jy | ect, what few Christmas boliday
.holiday traffic, so far az ery limiteq I nyy . ¢w Christmn

“t or s¢
increase in the third o)

This festival draws Deople from digt
of the special rateg ap

a local festival, ang it
comparison, this iper

con | elass people ; and Laster

ew:fr“ci.uf’]"“ the reecipts, wag vwrt.!;k‘~8- Tho
3 eutirely attributalle Serine foast.

: ant ; Y 1sutable to the Serinclam
PLYINg t0 ong train oy Of the Presidene °

{ rain op) : ! Y, who are uuable to tale advantage
8 trafhic ig all wopkeq ugd:z‘:l;i}é works the lcal tra e,

8peeial rat 1he Trivalore fua}t}:
ease over the averagp . :¢ial rate arrangement. To arrive ot a fai
then the result shoyg 4 zain to ¢ "8€ Teceipts gloylg be deduete riveat a foi
the increased fare. g he Compan)( of aboug Rujces ] d from the 1606 period,

#i94 per wengerg through adopting
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P dings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
e 20th December 1867. .

i ions of
res corresponding periods of two years, but xll)ot ccir;esgl?ncdéxxllﬁ seftls?] S
b 1{)- Tagles}]?oislzp?&mng off in ordinary mf}lflage rei’lzelpct:zmol)fn?sgrlllgs mgde between the first
the line, an . : ipts must follow, when d g 1t of
i he mileage receip 27 miles in Table B, that it is not the resu
that this decrease in t b shown as 127 miles in Table B, ; :

H 1 he total lengt 1 & . . h h the same Sectlens Ofllne are
section of the line ?“dt s ceding paragraph, in 'ZVh’c waen . its length
an increase of fare is zh::s?ﬂltg th?[‘gl(;e first g?E(Ie)ct;ion of the ];ne}paisisagog ?:I;Siggﬁf :f? el(t;; t%l%he
compared, a mgreasc lcctorate, the Negapatam talook of which h : th and

? d portions he to the sou I
through the Tanjore Gollec f the Collectorate (the least populated p tions. The
i king the nhole of the Trichinopoly talook is common to both sections.
square mile. Ta e-d average is 412. I'ric nopoly s lations
away from the Rflxl\zﬁggu’gf &::ﬁgdsery, Kulithalai, and Caroor talooks, w%nch have popu
e e e toncm.
r

iti i into -
in its case the 17 additional miles taken in
i the same remarks, only in i
6. Table C is open to

istri t better illustrate my meaning
trict than the others. 1 canno ’ )
account pass t?r?gh’fh: gglslz“g;sgrfli;ures, which are taktfzgl it'xl'om the é?szsnégr;tﬂlg sn';a.lléd.n:_ed return,
than by giving facts. flocal passengers’ traffic on the three sectio :
ileage value of local p g
represent the mi

RS. A. P,

) First section vo 173 'o(‘; %peg nile.
1I'St § ase - o
Second do. 249 50 %
Third do. .

: ge mileage receipt is reduced from Rupees 173
Adding the first two .porlwnsaifiieg?egbtggra::;:? decrease. Adding all three tog.ethelr 1;{ c.(im:s
to Rupees 140, showing upWore than 27 per cent. decrease. The Great Indian Peninsula : ;(1) wey
down to Rupees 127, Olil,tolgln d, for last half-year, with an average increased lnuleage ° per
is anotllllel.' i'llsw;r;zzl(;i; tlfafﬁc ghows an increase of only 5 per cent. gross, not mileage.
cent., their 1ow g

. : i letter No. 2,430, appeared to me the fairest which
7. The comparison E“g?g:i%gggk cl)lfl'%ine for th.e corresponding period of time m.t}llle }ire-
could be made. 1t took fi eecond class traffic was not included, as the difference was B(;ﬁ shﬁ t,b ess
viousyear. The first an hS ever, you consider the eastern section passenger traffic a.sth een
than Rupees 500. As, O?Yh e line westward, and that the present season ctomp.iies va} the?;
increased by the openln_% ill be better to take the table A (which is not opetn fg either of thes,
exceptionally bad one,’dz :n d in that, as I have pointed out, the ordinary traffic receipts show
oﬁ)jectit‘?:fsa?c ?osr;li; cgrl:ase’o f upwards of Rupees 1,380 per mensem.
the satis .

. . : t injurious] affected b
I t out that this Railway was not injuriously by
S thin_k . n'ght’f-hovirgzedri,s:ficligliere away to the south, and t}}e heavy storiis of TanJPre
last year's famine. ‘Lhe aztxlxl ne districts were amay to the south, and the moﬁ? émi o e
T g e murber f passengers increased. Youwill observe that the third class passenger
over the line,Gthg n‘_‘fl}l{lgbglﬁeo sli)x months named in my preyious letter) was nearly 17 per cent.
uri ) . n |
traf;i;;) ftﬁasx? ixg the corresponding period of 1865.
gre

t of the passenger traffic, I must point out that this line
2 Monelan its tbeh%f’;il-onggparing the total passenger traffic on the Madras Railway,
B Line, during the half-yoar ending 30th J une 1866 and 1867, I find that the latter
Sroms ol Lmeé dfu;)n‘)%t Rupees 12,700, and on the North-West Line, the mileage receipts were
ling off 0 ) 7! ‘
ZE:XZC?i'fglly"i{gupees 854 and Rupees 853,

i er traffic has not gained by the opening of the line
10. Again, the ez}fltil:;:iiclggn l?::;zzﬁ the Madras line and this, and the extension did not
westwards, the gap St; or district, with which the Tanjore district traded. Caroor is in l:he
open out any large towa,n d its Law Courts and head-quarters are away from the Railway. W eg
Coimbatore district, d together, I expcct the eastern gection will be benefited. In first an
the two lines are Jom}f easgcl‘n section has ,actually lost by the extension ; people who formerly
second class traffic t ed Trichinopoly to take steamer up the coast, now travel via Cudumudy, and
came from tTmEO:;:E of the same description of traffic from Negapatam to supply its place.
there is not one-

. till they bear upon the question, and should be considered.
Peilitioe areis;ﬁilt;xtmin;s;)x?: ttl?alt I mgst ask you to accept the plea as an excuse for the
t question 18 80

;I;:‘;Ztlg of this letter.

: i re-introduced the three classes of carriages, I will
12. As Governmeﬁlt ::d(}leci]i?;xuzft:h?]eowest class fare o three pies a mile would be attenhded
re-introduce them, but;_ 1 zney to the shareholders, that I hesitate to bring :ihat lé)stshux}on them
with so great a loss o ]I;lirectors- The three pies fare has already been }tlne » an l et l;nu;' Il)ilrf:
without consuliing mdyf r it brought in an increased income, this mthhf e rame engt f?rthe
fare when substitute b 0Octobcr last, the Government of India declared t ehmaxm;um t'ranewl‘;ich °
opened. On the lﬁl isting fare, and I trust that vaernment, 'af{f;{_tt efexp alr)uzl;oin hich 1
lowest class to be t Qbein laid before them, will recognize the advisa il }; (} myo rreft freduc.
now give Sh?g;ug?re:tors the paperswhich have passed on this subject, before so g
ice 0 .
tti};i x;: t,fgde upon that maximum.
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MADRAS RAILWAY
f Statement showing the number of Passen
493 miles of
| N 1st CLass, 25D ClLass. 3rp CLass. Torar.
: eek ende [
. No. " IReceipts.| No. Receipts.] No, ‘ReceiptS- No. .Receipts-
| 1866. RS. BS. RS £8.
March 10th 12 .
1 L6\ 1,154| 2,433] 24504 18,914
. 17th| 131
B3 12041 2544 25664 18,721
, . 24th| 1 i .
} L 2us| el 30 29,163 20,099
., 3lst | 146 :
o | 2,503| 1,232| 9970 27,309 | 21,000
) pri 7th| 204 | o9 5
" 891 1,301 ogsg 25,823 20,247
| . 171 | o '
o 4181 13201 3029 24,910 | 19,87G
" 8 0 L5 5
SILE 12591 2,695 26,127| 20,297
" 28th| 93 | 1,499 L2811 23500 5
| ) " , 5001 26,9251 29 3¢3
ay 99 1,463 1,8 35 5 ‘
o S07| 2,750| 25,533 20,320
. N2 11,958 47 2421| 25203 19 459
. 19th| 11 , o
- 81 110|114 2419 26,134| 99 119
i ., 9 1 1650]| pq- L
‘ , 1061 25041 25 589
June 2nd 3 ' I Bt
| " 195 1 2,626| 194 34141 28,6151 o) 4g9
., 80 | 1, - -
| ol s 3| 1,156 2,647} 28,394| 9 ¢(3
{ o Sz R AT I 27,031 | 91 033
[} 1 -
o L3465 1149 2,612} 26,716 "7 023
" 09 | 1,673 ’ o
) 1 ket
| - | 1811 3 035 26,3271 20,551
2370| 1122| 895| 25143] 4
i . | g ; B e
. 1,256} 1,155 2532| 25459 19,4
" st 88 5 . o .
. 9 h1 1,066 2,326 ) 40
" S| 80 | 1409 S 71 17,093
R, sy | 1o 2571 20,597 16,724
i . - 4 . ’110
) | g 25181 22.438] 17,49
1,537 1,060 9 '
) 18] 10 . 12181 21 320 18,496
J ol 1’08 -
” o] o " 81 2472 23,003 18 g¢3
4281 1100 ’
September 15 0 | 1 " 2081 2344 18,062
N 9_’2
2,900 | 43 45, 3 o \QUST s
. ——— 10~ 0,43() r7 H 3 ~
Pe;[mﬂe 0 P R 664 6.0L,933 5 11720 [5,95.923 6,25, 240
ADRAs, e e 1L ¥ |
T, 13454711030 03 | 1413 26 1270-82 |
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Works Depariment, 20th December 1867. . -

SOUTH-WEST LINE.
gers and the Receipts from them,

P

line open. . ) ’ .
st CLass. 2xp Crass, | 3rp Crass. Toran., ° 3
Weekended the . No. ﬁeceipts. No. |Receipts.| No. Recgipts. No. "Recéipts:
1867. . BS. | T - BS. L  ES. RS, g
March  Oth| 106 | 1,350| 1,303 2,665| 28,140 19,886
.. 16| 95 | 1,367| L4l 2,004| 28143 20,844 ;
o emal s | 12| 1,140 2,315 | 27,12t| 18,953 , 5
. som| 123 | 1ser|. 1117|2544 27,813 | 19,500
April 6th 92 | 1,876| < 1923| 2,603| 29,200| 19,782 {
.13 131 2861 1,102]. 2,532 25,500] 19,522 )'t
o om| 17 | umr2| 1,09) 2206 | 27,545| 20,106 ) | ,’
. om|-105 | 1700| C 999 2,267 26,577 19,234 | & f
May - 4th| 124 1,és_7 1,054 2515 26,850 | 20,090 | : ]
. L[ 52 | 1,607| 1081| 2,673 25,422| 19,985 i
. tem| 99| 13ro| 1164 2,786 | 28,004 21,887| :
) osn| o8y | 1703 1,006|+2101| 82,753 e3,110]- ]
Juno Ist| 1153 0 2,102] 1,058 2,813 28,550 21,852 j
. sm| 141 | 252) 1200 S50} 20,08) 21,000 . - | ‘ ;
. dsth| 1053 | 1,673| LOST] 2073 28,026 20,878 |
: 9ond| 110 | . 1,270 1,000 2,358 28,423 21,425 :
ool nick | 1,020] 1L189| 2563] 28,500 ~21,‘5:64
J;ly " sdf Rt 1,975 L135| 2,670 30’,&31 21,681 .
S fab| 71| 122] 1099) 2,108] exg1s| 21,33
) 20th| 87 |- 1,203( [LIL%| 2u65| 94,457] 19251
) o] 49 | wsr] 1,054). 2,127 26,820) 10513
A:gust EXIER T ' x',és‘o ' l,h} %53 | 29,111} 20,090
© 7 jom| 943 ]-1230| 1,055| 9343| 26,801] 19,855 ‘
. vl 77y | 1,e630 0047|2555 27,120 20,168
) osen| o2 | 100s| 1,007| 2.208) ensis| 20,1m
PITIY: 1,052 1,120} 2,543 | 26,507 | 20,201 ; -
e {2,675 41,500 | 28887 | 61,522 706430 531,44t 753,001 |5, 34,023
: e | . 147550 | 108118 | 1510 65 | 1206 80
Gignoly T 1L 3L S{TAW ST3 VART, Myjor, R L, -
o Cozpultiay Lngineer for Railways,
e h o T R T T L L 7 R ctual bR e
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i . E ; NORTH-WEST LINE. ]
E MADRAS RAILWAY { Passengersand the Receipts from them i
, . Stalemert showing the number of s Miles open 153.
1 Miles apen 125 average, ! : i
i 4 lst C i lst Crass. oxp CLAss. 3up Crass, Torar. !
- ) , LASS. 25D Crass, 3xp Crass. ToraL. j Week ended 1} s
. Week ended the i eek ended the - ] CoL | ) ' ) . . '
No. [Rece; . : i No. [Receijts.| No. Reeeipts.] No. [Receipts.!| No. [Receipts. 2
{ ] | coeipts.|  No. Receipts.| No. Receipts.| No. [Receipts. 3 : §
] * 1866, . ! 1867, RS. o rs. xs. rs. . xi
‘ March  10th| g1 | - R . ; March  Sth| 21 | 107 | 79 | 180 | 7,431| 4,453 :
S I S B O B O Y : : e | - ]
ST XY I ’ 2,933 : - : ' 6th| 7 61 | 141 | 145 | 9,308] 4,588 g
E ‘ 17 : 86 140 4 "8% 14 86' . : ) ‘ . -~ o |1 . ' ) 4
; , 24th| - 13 6 <531 2,865 ; « . _e3id| 10 103 70 119 | 6,334| 4.590 . K
¢ ' 74 - ) o 4
1 P 9 1 657y 3124 ! . s(th| 15 | 181-| 67 | 1 | 7,827 4,783 ;
3 ’ 47 109 [} l: ' o ,
{ Al | g | g 1234 5,454 3,150 f April  Gh| .12 | 107 78 ] 163 | 6492] 3,913 B .
" : 7 - 1 ‘ : ] - ,
i | 1 L 108 | 47| 3061 } . 15th| 13 | %6 | 78 | 123 | 7,362| 3,988 aE '
b " 80 1 . .
E; Coelst| 19 1 200 | 48| 281 : . - 20th 6 | 71 |- 101 178 | 6.058| 3,859
v 106 - N L ' : ;
;- . | 1y 77 160 | 6,313] 3,087 1 i ., 27th 51 72 77 182 | 6,964 3,969 3
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