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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public V¥orks Depar tmrmg,

~b 19¢th "December 18617. .. -
S 5
d PR
¥ : ,j ~ -
No. 398. Read the following translation of a letter from His\Eiéellencf "the

. Governor of the French Settlements in India, to Tis Fixcellency the Right
Honorable the Governor of the Presidency of For' G.. Gorge, Madras,
dated Pondicherry, 6th December 1867, No. 20:— ; '~ RPCEEEEN

On the subject of the construction of an Anicut at Cubistalom.

1. _ The Mirasidars, Jand-owners in the French Settlement of Karikal, have
addressed a petition to me, bringing to notice the serious injury that will be inflicted
on their propertics by the construction proposed by the Government of Her
Britannic Majesty of a great Anicut, or masonry weir, at Cabistalom, a point about
three miles from the place where the river Arasalar branches off from the Cauvery.

2. The Chief Civil Officer at Karikal having, under my instructions, applied
to the Collector of Tanjore for information regarding this project, that officer has
informed him, under date the 21st November, that the work in question was about
to be undertaken, but that it would be executed in a way that would furnish g very
large quantity of water for the Arasalar, contrary to the apprehensions manifested
by the French subjects of Karikal.

3. In 1837, an Anicut was proposed for the same place, but the Mirasiaars
feared that it would not fail to be very prejudicial to their cultivation. The Chief Civil
Officer at Karikal was of the same opinion, and he requested the serious attention
of the Collector, Mr. Kindersay, to the facts stated in the representation of the
Mirasidars, Mr. Kindersay replied in exactly the same way as Mr. Morris has
done in the present instance. He affirmed that the apprehensions of the ryots
and of the Chief Civil Officer were without the least foundation. N otwithstanding
this assurance of Mr. Kindersay’s, who gave itin good faith, but who was misled by hi:
subordinate agents, it was admitted, some time after, that the proposed work would
be greatly injurious to us, and it was not carried out. This solution of the diff-
culty resulted from a letter from one of your Excellency’s predecessors’, under date
the 7th July 1838.

4. I have grounds for thinking, that your Excellency’s attention has not been
called to the precedent to which I refer.

5. The considerations set forth on that occasion wil] have, I have no doubt
tho same weight with your Excellency. There is the fact at least of possession an(i
enjoyment, which 1s trated back to the time of the concession and sale of the
territory of Pondiche ry by the Rajah of Tanjore, and which has continued up
to this day. An arrangement suited to the state of,things can be adopted only
with the consent of both the parties interested. .

I appeal to your Excellency’s authority, and beg that your Excellency will
be good enough to order the suspension ofthese works. If, after considering their
nature and the weight of the objections that I have the honor to submit to you, you
conclude that you ought to proceed with the execution of them, I shall in that case
request that the details of the project may be communicated to me, in order that
our Engineers may 13e able to give their opinion on the probable consequences.
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l:meedzngs of the Madras Government, Public YWorks Department,
— - o 19th December 1£67. S

Traunsferred to the Chief Secretary to Government.
o, : By order, :

_ - (Signed) J. H. GARSTIN

Mapras, ,

Private S
Tih ‘December 1867. © ivate Secretary.

el

r's .

sausferred to the Public Works Departmentj

(Signed) R. S. ELLIS,

Forr St. GEORGE, Chief Secretary.

10th December 1867,

No. 399. OrpEr THEREON, 19th December 1867, No. 3,931.

Ordered that the following letter
be sent :—

(Here enter No. 3,9{52, dated 19th December 1867.)
(True Extract.),
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,

Secretary to Governments

IRRIGATION, No. 13.

fP 4

Exd. 8. T. Augustin,

P NN

" sions mischief on all sides.

- . " Pusric WorrS DEPARTMENT,

Forr Sr. GEORGE,
- 194k December 1867.

No. 3,932.

No. 400.

To
OIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
OF THE FRENCH SETTLEMENTS IN INDIA.

Sir, . ‘
1. I have the honor to acknow-
ledge receipt of your Excellency’s Ie’fter
No. 20, dated 6th December 1867, on

the subject of the construction of a dam across the Arasalar river in Tanjore.

IRRIGATION, No. 14.

9. The object of the proposed masonry work has not been correctly repre-
sented to your Excellency. - -

‘3. The regulation of the supply of water to the lands under the river Cauvery
in Tanjore has for many years engaged the attention of ?he local Engineer Officers.
1t was in the first instance applied ona large scale to the 1mp.>rovement of the supply
of the Cauvery itself by means of the construction of an Anicut across the Coleroon
to the westward of Trichinopoly : and was further promoted by the construction of

numerous sluices for the discharge of surplus flood-water back to the Coleroon. .

4. In 1851, a regulating work was constructed across the Cauvery and the
head of the Vennaur, with a view to alleviate the heavy annual expenses which had
to be incurred in the formation of temporary works, and to equalise as far as possi-
ble the quantity of water passing down either channel, to the proportions required
for the cultivation. |

5. « Now it is proposed to carry tho same principle into effect with regard to
the other great branches of the Cauvery, viz., the Codamoorty, the Arasalar, and

the Vecerasholem. A vast volume of water at times enters the Cauvery which occa-
The effect of such floods is to distort the heads of the

branch channels, to allow of a greater or less body of water enf:ering them than is
prdportional to the requircments of cultivation, and on the subsidence of the floods .
to maintain that disproportion.

6. The Codamoorty, in consequence of the changes which have resulted from
the continued action of an excessive volume of water, has bet.zome enlarged to an
snordinate extent, and when the whole supply on the Cauvery is only sui.ﬁcient for
the cultivation in the delta, it draws ?ﬁ' full).’-three-ﬁfths more than its proper
ghare. The proposed regulating dam will curtal} the waterway ?f tbfa CodamO.orty,
and the water which will by this means be withdrawn from.it, lwa be a}rallable
for improving the supply to the Cauvery and the lower branches, including the
Arasalar, which will thus be benefited by the work. . -

7. The object of a dam at the head of the Arasala.r is*not to diminish the
supply which, as above stated, will on the con-trary-be increased, bu.t to prevent
the'inj’urious erosive action of the current during high fre-shes. It is not to be
built, as has Dbeen reprcsented to your Excellency, at the dlgtafmce of' about three
miles below the head of the channel, but on the contrary, 1s designed to be

L amemo
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placed at the head itself,. with merely a masonry abutment between it and a S
similar work across the Cauvery, and on precisely the same level as that work, - - ( - As Jﬁ J 7

8. I would remind your Excellency that the British interests affected by . y o

the proposed work are of even greater importance than those of your Excellency’s A

3 Government, seeing that the areas of land irrigated by the Arasalar in the
respective territories are, if Iam correctly informed, in the proportion of eight

"to three and a half; so that T am, equally with your Excellency, bound to sce that
the work will have a purely beneficial effect on the Arasalar generally.

-

9. Your Excellency will observe on perusal of the enclosed copy of an Order
of this Government, dated 14th*® March
: * No. 775. 1867, that the works have been sanc-

tioned after a very complete investiga-
. tion of the condition of the channels under the Cauvery, and after the fullest

precautions hayve been taken to ensure a beneficial result accruing to the v
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Accept, Sir, the assurance of the high consideration with which, él . V_f-

: . I have the honor to be, i ¢ M ‘/M/M o . ?%
| . Your Excellency’s . bi . . : . . . :
; ‘ Most, obedient and humble servant, ( . S/ W. e ;
» - (Signed) NAPIER. - | - A , -
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Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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