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Phe o n AN s R DR ‘ ca ;LJ - " ) > Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment, \
>‘J ‘ | f“? : S wet A “: Y , ,E L . P T 144: 19tk December 1867.
D e T L RCOEY: 1 ORI PP No. 394.  Read the following letter from thfa Consulting Engineer for Railways,
& ) BN ce T T ce LT e thamed to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
- T . : o : ' | 12th December 1867, No. 347 :— -
e J P - 1. The Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway has asked me to let

him know, with reference to paragraph
10 of the Government of India Circular,*
printed with the Order of this Government, under date the 8th ultimo, No. 3,466,
whether, with the exception of the lowest passenger fare, and the rates for food-
grains and coal, the maximum scale sanctioned by Government in 1862 is to
remain unaltered. The question is important, and in soliciting the orders of
Government I beg to draw their attention to the following considerations.

To. T - fen
. m“‘
m AT s N

* No. 10, dated 16th October 1867.

2. The subject of maximum fares for the conveyance of passengers and

,, ” o PRI - goods upon the Railways in this Presidency, and the advisability of adopting
S S R kN P 1 them, was mooted, for the first time, by the Directors of the Great Southern Railway
o B A T : Ty ST ’ 1 t
LN O R T S ‘ when addressing the Secretary of Stat
. oot SRl e el e . B y aie
R ASE ) - TIl*ggt;"NNof"%"é' vide G. 0., dated Tth May )\ 41,04 192th.March 1862, A perusal

of that letter, together with the Board’s

instructions to their Agent, bearing the same date, and the Secretary of State’s

Despatch to this Government, dated the 31st idem, No. 5, can leave no doubt as

{ to the course proposed. The maximum rates being once fixed by Government,
the Company’s Agent,.a.s representing the Board, and the Consulting Engineer, as
representing the Goveriifnent, were to be at liberty to regulate the actual rates,
and to vary them from time to time within the prescribed limits. .

3. On the 5th June 1862, the Agent of the Great Southern submitted for
sanction a schedule of maximum fares and rates for passengers and goods, and the
Consulting Engineer, in laying it before Government, remarked on the unneces-
sarily high scale which had been adopted by the Agent, and recommended that
all the rates should be halved: but, upon the ground that it was not proposed to
suddenly increase the rafes tp the mazimum, and that their approval was necessary

; ) before any change in the existing rates
1 G. 0., No. 400, dated 28th July 1862. could be n?ade, tlfe Government} r:solved
to sanction the adoption of the scale proposed by the Agent.

4. The scale which was then sanctioned, remains still in force ; but a perusal
of the papers printed with the ‘orders
of Government noted§ in the margir,
_ will show that a claim was last year
made on the part of the Company’s Agent to unrestricted freedom of action
within the limits prescribed in the maximum scale: and although, in the Secretary
of State’s Despatch|| dated the 24th No-
vember 1866, it was stated to be desira-
ble that the authority vested in the
Consulting Engineer should not for the present be withdrawn, there can be no
doubt that a persistent effort is being made by the various Companies to free
themselves altogether from Government control.

. .5. The proposal to establish a maximum schedule upon the Madras Railway
was laid before Government on the 31st May 1866; and in their Order dated the
20th June, No. 1,942, the Government sanctioned the experimental adoption of

v e n

5 b
W s -
~+ e g ow Saen 0 d

P S

§ 14th July 1866, No. 2,229.
9th August ,, ,, 2,508,

| No. 12,
Vide G. 0., 11th January 1867, No. 99.
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RAILWAY, No. 28.

it now stands.
maximum charges, as it n (True Extract.)

LR E,
. Y ES A. ORR, Colonel,
(S;[gned) CHARL Secrgtary to Government.
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