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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmenh
19th December 1867.

No. 392. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Revenue Department :—

Sanctioning a special grant of Rupees 50,000

for the Iistricts of Madras and North Arcot
respectwel for employment on the construc- i (Here enter 17th Decembgr 1867, No. 3'005-)

tion of roads and the sioking of wells. J

No. 303. OrpER THEREON, 19th December 1867, No. 3,928,

Communicated to the Superintend-
ing Engineer of the 4th Division.
. (True Extract.)
(Bigned) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R, E,,
) Secretary to Government,

CIVIL WORKS, No. 63.

.
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Exd. F. R. Bantleman,

- ¢

RN To thé Superintending Eagineer, 4th Division) -
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’ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departme t
17th December 1867, "

Read the following :—
No. 322. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th December 186
Read letter from the Collector of N orth Arcot, dated &th December 1867, N 310
0.
the Acting Collector of Nellore, d ’ .
g ated 6th D
No.165. coember 1561,

St

Read also letter from

1. The forcgoing letters will be submitted for the information' and ord
oraers

of Government.
9. The Board are olad to observe that the season in Nellore has been unusuall
nusually

This is especially 2 subject of congratulation, as the account i

e of the state of the Madras District, which was submitted to g:ceflved
&’s Proceedings, dated the 12th instant, is by no means s:t" e; o
£ Mr. Robinsgn, recorded above, is still more uufavorabll: -

3. It appears tffat all the Tahsildars of the North Arcot District 5
the crops have periahed_ beyond recovery over large tracts of land ul;:f(gt that
crops have already suffered severely, and that the standing ric e-cr’o i 1€:; wet
danger in most parts of the district. Scarcely a tank in the district l?as r“ t::reat
a proper supply of watcr, and not one of the rivers has been in fresh f{:e(llve'd
arts of the Gudiattum Talook, i the north-west of tixe diZtri::
)

Palmanair and P
r, even for domestic purposes, is reported to be severely felt

the want pf wate
4. The * Collector submits returns of the rain-fall, cultivation and pric
) es,

with the similar statistics of las .
however, the fall of rain during the latter monflxs oi' i?ésyvsi: uarfuzhﬁl date. ; As,
and as the prices were seriously affected by the severo scarcity with y\ ﬁ?PﬁOﬂS,
o iniet had been visited in June, July, Augtst and September of that T, hi
comparison is not of much value, On reference to the statistics of their gg; Tt 11115
Board find that the average rain-fall of the district from July 1sp up to ti o dt °
October 13 13-19 inches, (ascertaincd from the actuals of five years ) W:’ ento f
nly 11'94 inches had fallen up to the same date, ;r . litetlizai}:

favorable.
from Mr. Fan
ment with the Boar
tory, and the report o

giving 2 comparison

the present year ©

than half the avera
from the details of five years: The average cultivation, arrived at in th
¢ same

3,251 acres of dry land, and 131,081 acres of wet land upto th

t 281,063 acres of dry land, and 98,253 acres of “’etlla:)d 10 end

bserved by Mr. Robinson, these are merely the ret 1d in the

lands which have been sown, and by no means rcprésent the PrOSpCctiVe lul‘nls of ﬂ-;e

supply of the district. The average prices of sccond sort rice and raggy in :ﬁa grain

of October (a8 ascertained from the Price Lists of that month f(?rof}iryre ye:rlsl;o:th
re

found to be Rupees 301 and Rupees 187 per garce, respectively, whereas tl
Lout the district during last October W;s Rupezz ;_)fol;

1ling price throug
d sort rice, and Rupces 212 per garce for raggy.

d that though the rain-

ly below the average, and though cultivation lf:llf(;ilta}llle c);;tf) ha? beon

he prices of the staple food-grains have not yet risen to Ttait ler an

been expected under such circumstances. The hirrhosltt3 e

» v been 75 measures por Rupee (Rupecs 437 per g;ml))mii
) 1

ae annual dist

manner, is 31
of October, agains
present year; but, as o

average sC
per garce for secon
5. It will thus be perceive

considemb

that might have
reached appears t

rict rain-fall which is 2343 inches, ascertained
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Governiment, Revenye De}’artmenr,
17th December 1867. '

M e

e ————

I RV
which rate rice was selling at Palmanair on the 25th ultimo, R
at the same place at 113 measures per Rupee (Rupees 284 per
day. These grains are now selling at 9 and 13 1 me
at Madras, .

6. These prices, as already remarked, are not go high
anticipated, but unless there should be an e change in the pros-
pects of the season, prices must rise much higher, and even if rain does fu]] the
losses of the agriculturists must still be very Leavy, ’

7. Appearances are now very threatening, and timal
made to meet any crisis which may occur. Fortunate]
with railway communication, and probably there
grain in other districts, which will doubtless reach
should nceessity arise. The Government have alre
commence any works which he may find neceessa
any particular locality ; but the Board would be?to
should be directed to the rapid completion of tho
will reach those parts of the district which are not
railway.

8. They would strongly recommend that g special grant of funds should be
at once sanctioned for this purpose. There is g very important lne of road from
Triputty station casterly to Naidupett, now under construction, on an estimate of
Rupees 34,000, of which Rupees 17,000 have been expended, which might with
great advantage at once be completed from such g grant as that indicated. The
» same may be said of the roads from Coopum and Palmanair, on Banealoye

branch north-eaqterly to Voncataghorrycottuh and Palmmlair, Atnee to Poloor and
Chetput, Wandiwash to Arcot and many others, which are the avenues by whiel
grain will enter the district. Theso lines open the district to supplies from Madras
South Arcot, Nellore, Mysore, and the Western Districts,  Some expendituye might,
also be very advantageously mado in sinking wells along these lines of road, ag
well as inany other localities where the want of drinkin

8 water is felt.,

N s r ) “d 2 :

9. The Board would name 90,000 Rupees as a suitable sum gt present, and if
1 i u J ™ : Y .

-this be sanctioned at once, the Collector and bupeuntendmg Engincer can proceed

immediately with the works.

10. The Board have gone carcfully over the Road Fung Bu
and find it impossible to divert funds for these r
as important.

aggy was selling
garce) on the same
asures per Rupee, respectivcly,

as might haye been

¥ preparations should e
¥ the district ig supplied
are suflicient supplies of food-
North Arcot in due course
ady authorized the Collector to
ry for the reliof of the poor in-
suzgest that immed;

ate attention
se lines of 1o

' . ad by whicl, grain
n the immediate vicinity of the

lgets of the year,

oads withoyt stopping othery quite

11. The Board would also suggest that all t])e subordinate offjeorsg of the

Revenue Department in the tracts of country, likely to pe aflected by scarcit
should Dbe freely supplied with medicines for distribution t, the people, a5 scal‘city’
is always more or less accompanied by disease, They shoulg ’ Y
give timely notice if the services of Dressers should be necdey, ,

12.  If these precautionary Preparations are made, the Board beliove that all
will be done which the oceasion at present demands, and if unfe

: rtunately matiorg
should become Woysel {n;tead of improving, s there 18 yet reason to hope they may
do, the experience which was gained last vear we i  :

o, | as g year will cause 10 difficulty to b felt in

establishing Relief houses and initiating Famine Relicf works, shoyld they be founq
nccessary., .

also be warned to* .

. A A i

t, Revenue Depariment, 3
; of the Madras Government, \
‘ Procecdings of 17¢h December 1867,

ds the Madras District, the Board have requested the Collector
13. As regards

E i i hey will
d discuss its needs, and they

i i ineer to mect them an : - :

o SUP(C; mte“d”ﬁt sr;ﬁ;?:tely at an carly date on this subject. Meanwhile, they

address Governm

mor i i 1 t SO as tO be pre-
vo more Assistants to the district,

i i W : tO attaCh t\ (¢}

think it would be well

pared for the worst.

to the Scecrctary to
to the Board of Revenue,

No. 323.  From t%ePSee;;‘i‘;ril') epartment, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 16th
Government, Iv . .

Deccember 1867. uding par ]
With reference to :181870?:: dir{icted to report, for the inforination of
cember )

Board have this day conferred with Mr. Fane and Colonel
e board hd * :

agraph of the Board’s Proceedings,
1.
under date 14th De

Government, that th

istrict.
Jvileau rerardirg the l\Iadrasdelstncthe Gullostor that although he has not as yet
2 rom

\ rtaine iti f the people of the
2. They havelil Sce;qatisfactof)’ accounts of the condltlo.nI <(>T Cneraﬁ}y lt v o
. 1 unss ¢
received any specially hich in all quarters, and they ire saslm:l,cd s of s
diqfrict, the prices a({enc; Mr. Fano has but recently ;(;)lete informa?ion as to
ol tl u)ward tende T .0 to Lve more col : -
gl.n,é .1'2 .tY 'Uil d is not therefore 1n a Poi;t:-,o:he ipect of affairs in some localities has
strict, ¢ u

.. rospects; ST : details rices, culti-
its present position and prosp ’ “him to call for faller details of prices, ¢

isfant y induace
baen so unsatisfactory as to

- e receivad the will
a ent before hi[n; ﬂlld when these ar 1y )‘ Y
than are t pI‘GS
1

vation, &
i)

Lo sabmitted to Government. 3. The District Monthly

Acres. .
Jtivation up to the month of No- 2,841,028 extent of land sown . with
* Average cultiva ’

vae ene et 289,6"3 - » S
vember ... ’\'ov‘e'l;nl)er in present year. » cereals,® hut, as obscrved. b};
Cultivation up to s Torth Arcot District, the extent of land under erop in
the Board in regard to the Nor of the probable out-turn of the harvest, as a
1e Bo: o : n :

‘iterio . d a still larger propor-
i ery poor cdl wh not germinate, and a still larg proj
bad season 13 a wefyﬂ}le " o put do does 110t e ;
‘tion 0 P
laree prupoltwn
O

1 8 t come to maturity in consequcnce Of the ant o seasonab]e
no W f
ti()ll ()f thc Cl'op aoe | | | |
l‘:]iﬂ. ],.y reason tO fC(lI‘, tOO, that the gram StOC]\S Of ‘the dlStI‘lCt l[l'u.s{'6
. : i d, f thesscvcre drought of the early part of 1866, and t e dlalu
te or h

istrict. s _have beent received-—-- - .
MM”(; e B A%Efttv}feg)ﬁoard’s Office up to
: ’ . 2 g -;: . the end of November, am.i
Tuslics. ) i § 3 "5’ £ the marginal s.tatc-ment. exhi-
) .%D s | S oA F bits the alar.m{ng Tt_e?hgcnco
— R ~—Tne. | Tns. | Ins. I“f;g that the rain-fall during the
I“S'[ I,n(s;g 5{105’ 050 E,',i% 31:8 G present revenue year (Fusly)
117;;% ggo 4 63 33? 1335 2-89 2";? has been less than half the
1973 33) ‘fgg s41| 562 1(':8? ‘?Z‘ié average rain-fall up to the
1274 l)ég; d 1-67| 211 | 746 same period of the year. A
1 — WW{ 3450 | 10686 | ence to the Cultivation
Total... | 1063 ,]E_l:i —-———‘—:-""[',’ "6-00| 2127 Return shews, however, that
. —;T; 363| 330 ___i:)—)-'————*—"‘—‘ this deficient water supply
Average... Iiad ,__:’—‘5’3: 277 991 has not as yet had any seri-
Fuly 1297| 209 * ous effect in diminishing the

ey
WEiw




* No. 1. Chunambett to Trunk Road.

4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rerenue Department,
17th December 1867. :

which they must bave sustained owing to the famine prices which ruled during the -

latter half of that year, would have Lad no other effect upon them.
5. Under these circumstances, the Board are of opinion that it is only prudent

that precautionary measures of the same nature as those recommended by the
Board for North Arcot, should be taken in the Madras District also.

6. The marginal list of roads ex-
hibits the lines by which, in the opinion
of the local officers, fond will Le drawn
into and distributed t]frough the district,

and the Board strongly recommend that
. Utramalloor to Chingleput.

. Trivellore to Nagzalapoorum. a special grant of Rupees 50,000 be made

- Extension of the Cheyur and Chotpa- for their completion.
kam road towards the North Arcot
frontier.

. Ponnery to Pulicat.

. Ootakottah to Trunk Road.

. Vulloor to Trunk Road.

. Wallajabad to Trunk Road.
Konnatur to Streepermadur.

001D ULH oL

7. The Board have gone through
the Road Fund Budgets of the present

and coming years with Mr. Fane and Colonel Boileau, and they concur with these |

gentlemen in considering that the requisite funds cannot be made available for any
of these lines without hindrance to other equally useful roads,

8. Colonel Boileau informs the Board that he has estimates prepared for
agricultural repairs to the amount of Rupees 1,36,000, a large number of which

“cannot be executed for want of funds. These, if unhappily the season should not

improve, will afford suitable means of providing employment for the able-bodied
poor. ’ o L o
9. Tt will be nccessary in this district, as well as in North Arcot, to give the

"~ Collector and Supérintending Engineer a liberal discretion in the matter of employ-

ing extra agency for the prosccution of these special works.
10. In conclusion, I am to state that the Collector cxpresses himself to bo

most anxious to have the services of the additional Assistants recommended by the -

Board in their Proccedings, dated 14th December 1867,

No. 324, OrDER THEREON, 17th December 1867, No. 3,005,

1. The Government approve the
Board’s suggestion that attention Le
more immediately directed to the further
improvement of the lines of road by which grain will reach those parts of the North
Arcot District which are remote from the Railway, thereby conferring a permanent
advantage on the district, even should the present threatening scarcity not prove
cventually so serious as now seems probable, and they resolve accordingly to place
the sum of Rupees 50,000 at the Collector’s disposal for cmployment in the manner
proposed, in communication with the Superintending Engineer, enforcing at tlo
same tim? the importance of using a portion of this sum for sinking wells along the
roads in those localities where scarcity of drinking water is experienced,

2, The Inspector General, Indian Medical Department, will b
meet the Collector’s requisitions for medicines required for diy
talooks.

3. The Government also approve the Board’s similap re
behalf of the Madras District, and sanction accordingly a special

Miscellaneous.

¢ instructed to
tribution in the

commendation oy
grant of the same

.
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* Proceedings of thé Madras Government, Revenue Department, - ‘
' J . -' -
:  17th December 1867.

-

a4

amount (Rupees 50,000) for employment there, in the manner indicated by the ~

. 5
Boardo P . . . .

4. As Mr. Gribble Turner’s: services are not immediately required in the
Ponce. Department, to which he stands posted, he will be tempo?arlly attached to -
the Madras District for special duty, and Mr. Glenny, now Assistant to the Col- ~~ .~~~

lcctor of Malabar, will be similarly attached to Madras for the present,

5. These gentlemen will join at once at the public cost.
(True Extract.)

. Secz;ctary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

Accountant General. . .
N :}111: In‘:)(:actor General, Indian Medical Department.
»”

ic Works. B
the Department Public .
. the Inspector General of Madras Police.
"’ the Collector of North Arcot.
) the do. of Malabar.

¢ the do. of Madras. g
) o« M/{{/g 4/14/7 57 . _ .

-’

s -

-

Exd. F. R. Bantleman. -
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