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Proceedings of the Madras'Government, Public Department,
_"6th” December 1867.

e

Read the following papers —
No.48.  From the Acting Magistrate of Trichinopoly, to the Chief Secretary to

- Government, Fort Saint George; dated Trichinopoly, 7th November

1867, No. 72.
Adverting to the Proceedings of Government, Public Department, dated 19th
ultimo, No. 1300, 1 have the honor to annex, for the consideration of the Govern-

ment, an extract from a communication upon the subject, addressed to m> by Mz,

Ranking.
Major J. L. RANKING, in charge of Office of Deputy

Extract from a letter from Surgeon
dical Department, Southern Division, dated 31st October

Tnspector General, Indian Me
1867, No.*2065. . . o, N
90. Lastly, I may remark that I understand it is in contemplation to open the Erode line

he feast, for the express purpose of bringing as ‘many

of extension-of the Railway just before t o eXp :
people ag possible to the gathering. If the Government is desirous to discourage these agglome-
rations of the people, it may consider it advisable to delay the opening of the extension till after

the feast. - The question is, however, overlaid with grave financial considerations, and bears 80
§ N
closely upon the interests of the Railway Company that I' do no more than allude to it.

C . . (True Extract.)
R o T Sined) G VANS AGNEW,

Acting Magistrate.

eport on the arrangements to be made

-\

: Referred to the Committee appointed tor n the arrangements to be 1
ok > Fecommendations and sugges-

. fo?giéirfg”f)i’zi’c’tiéal'éﬂec't'ffthls'P'EﬁdéFcy on th
tions of the British Cholera Commissioners.
Forr Saint GEORGE,
! }/ltllzrl’\’qv’e;nbc'r_‘ISG’T. e e B
Members of the Cholera Committee, to the
t, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 29th

(Signed) R.S.ELLIS, -
 Chief Secretary.. .

No.49.  From the President and
Clief Secretary to Governmen

November 1867, No. 639. . o
We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your Memorandum, dated 11th

current, referring to us for report letter, No. 72, dated 7th idem, from thd Acting
Magistrate of Trichinopoly to your address. .
9. In returning the same, Wo beg, for the information of Government, to stdte
o) ~

. our opinion that the proposed delay in the opening of the Erode extension of the
Great Southern of India Railway is not a measure worthy of the countenance of

.~ Governnient. : e

——=~-8, - It appears to us that such a measure would indicate an hostility on the
part of Government to the agglomeration at Sreerungum of people who have
hitherto boen allowed frce access to the place § and, as it is not improbable that
Government may find it necessary hereafter %o exercise a certain amount of con-
trol over pilgrimages and fairs, it would perhaps be likely to excite an undue amount
of hostility on the part of the Native population if they were debarred from the use
of a mode of convey;énce now becoming rapidly popular among them for its coms-

fort, cheapness, and rapidity.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
6th December 1867.

4. Ttis beyond our province to discuss how far the Government.is il.l a posi-
tion to interfere with the financial prospects of the Railway, by preventing its com-
ing into receipt of income on the line being declared fit to be opened for traffic.

5. We would also observe that, although, undoubtedly, the concourse of people

- may be somewhat increased, the people will arrive at Sreerungum in a condition far

more favorable to their health than they would do were they compelled to travel to
the feast in country carts, while the absence of these from the place of congress will
andoubtedly diminish the difficulty and expense of proper conservancy.

6. The only expericnce before us on the subject of the influence of
railways upon festivals, &e., is afforded by the following extract {rom the
report of the Medical Officer in charge of Conjeveram during the years

| of 1864 and 1865. In the formir of these years the pilgrims travelled from

varying distances in the ordinary conveyances along the public roads; the
journey from Madras probably occupying two or three days, during a portion of
ono of which the journey was by rail to Arconum. ~In 1865 the journey was made
in less then half the time by rail from Madras to Arconum, and thence by tramway
to Conjeveram. Mr. Chadwick, in noticing this alteration in the mode of transit,
. — . remarks on the actual effect observed on the amount of population present during

. the festival :—*To the opening of the” tramway also must be attributed {63 Iess™ *”
i ¢ dense population of the town on any given day, as several came to be present only ‘
. " . . % at some particular proeession, and left the town immediately after, so that, while
; Ce T A e G wus aa faflax in ono discetion oneny. day, the. departure of. hundredﬂ_qn N

© ¢ the same day would tend to maintain the number in the town at ncarly the same
B ¢ standard.” ' S T .
T oy We forward the foregoing remarks in anticipation of the report called for

from us in Government Order, No. 266, dated 21st September 1867, which shall o
be submitted to Government in a few days.

No. 50'. '

. .

.

——

O=rDER THEREON, Gth December 1867, No. 1532.

. Ux The Governor in Council sees no sutficient reason for delaying the opening of
3:' 3= the extension of the Great Southern of India Railway from Erodc on account of
Wy O the annual pilgrimage to Sreerungum. Vit .
% g (True Extract). R ‘e .
iQ ' " <A yoet : . {
~a O ) Clief Secretary,
l’\/’"

To the President and M(;,mbers of the Clgolera Committee.

s, Magistrate of Trichinopoly. } ‘ ;

\ yy ~Public Works Department.

, oo L
Exd. J. H. Burns. § \ g ]
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