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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
23rd October 1867,

pondence which took place last year between the Agents of the various Indian Railways, and

Mr. Currey, the Agent of the Bombay, Daroda, and Central India Radway on this important
subject.

2. 1 think the time hag arrived when the English avoirdupois weights might, with advantage,
be introduced as a standard for all our marchandise transactions, and shall be glad if you will use
your influence in bringing alout a change which has been long needed.

From the Acting Assistant Agent of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway, to the
Agent of the Madras Railw ay Company, dated Bombay, 20th September 1867, No. 4,024.

1. As the Agent understands that a Committee is to meet at Calcutta next cold scason to go

- into and report upon the question of the best scale of weights and measures to be adopted for

India, be has directed me to trouble you with the enclosed copy of the correspondence which took

place last year, having for its object the introduction on Ind an Railways of Enghish weights and
measures,

2. Mr Currey’s opinion remains unchanged as to the inconvenience which would continue

to exist if any but the English rates were adopted, and he hopes you may be able to express
yourself to Government in favor of a similar course.

Fiom the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Rulway, to the Deputy Consulting
Engineer for Railways, dated 8th September 1866, No. 4,973.

1. T have the honor, through you, respectfully to draw the attention of Government to the
mtricate and unintelligible state of the weights in operation on this side of India, the main evil
being that the same terms are used to express different weights in different localities.

2. Our rate lists and entries of goods have all to be made out 80 as to show the charges per
English ton, and then per Bengal maund of 82 English 1bs (about 27 of which go to a ton),
descending further into scers ; and the rates of the G. I. P. R Company, and, if I am rightly
informed, of other Indian Railway Companics, are similarly arranged.

3. A ton is of course the same everywhere, but the Bengal maund differs more or less from
all the other maunds in use on this side of India, and the seers also vary ; the fact that the same
terms are used to express different weights in diffcrent but not now distant localities, the latter as
Railways progress being rapidly placed in a state of much closer and more frequent communication
than formerl‘y, ig in itself a source of great confusion and inconvenience.

4. Our weighing machines, constructed in England, are all according
and show ** tons,” *¢ ewts.,” ** qrs.,” and ““Ibs. ;" so that any merch
to the local weights of a particular district has to be turned into En
weighed, and into Bengal maunds to be entered. Much
thereby involved ; the calculations caused by the fractions
of one another and of a ton are exceedingly awkward, and

collusion between the native merchants and our clerks,
afforded,

to avoirdupois wecight,
andize handed to us according
glish avoirdupois weight to be

extra and quite unnecessary labor is
which the various maunds and scers are
numerous opportunities for errors, and
by which the Company is defrauded are

5. 1 have known several instances myself, in communicatin
or th.e purchase of stores, in which a mistake would have occurre
caution to see that both parties were treating about a ¢

ment&“elt:;\o:ld propo.se, a8 ?, step in th? right dlr?ction,' that, with the permission of éovern~
e 1,331;3 ok ;110 cogfln’l‘zance :? any w’?y in ?ur deahnf.%:s ‘.vxth the public, or in our books, forms, or
calculate’d t -a]un 8’ and seers, ur-zsmtcd to. existing circumstances, and as being greatly

0 mislead, but that, in addition to weighing according to the English avoirdupois

ibht as we dO now, we b W ¥ y "llment aCCOId Dg to that
we ’ ’ [] anO e(} tO enter and Cbar V' i i

A ; ge ever COHS]D

¥ 3lghy aISO. VIZ., b lOnB," o cwt ,” "qls ," and Ibs " l

g with natives about goods rates

d if IThad not taken the pre-
maund’’ of the game weight.

Cde -
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7. 1 do not apprehend that there would be any real difficulty attendant upon the introduc-
tion of such a course, while the general convenience of it is I”tl‘l.mk Ob,V:'IOIlS. . A n,c’)tlce would bz .
exbibited at the stations, explaimng the numbel:s of *¢ ewts,, grs.,” and lbs. , askcompall‘le )
with the number of Bengal maunds and seers w.luch go to a ton .Most of th? n}a;txz et; now wd a
a Bengal maund is, though in none of the distriets traversed by this Railway is that the maund in

ordinary use. . .

8. The English avoirdupsis weight is of course fully understood by those doing business

ith E'uropean merchants, and it is the scale which applies in the extensive trade between England
Wi ]

d India ; all the Railway materials are invoiced according to it : ’th?‘ natix;es wel‘l‘ lkbnmy’m'l}:;
“ : and are to a certain extent acquainted with *“ ewts.,” * qrs.,. and 8, W

‘< tons’’ are, and readily become more familiar when they find those are the onmly

which they will speedily i
ig ecognized on the Railways.
e ion that in England no bushels, strikes, pecks, hogsheads, or other weights
L 1 l=‘o* in dufferent localities, and not easy to remember, are ever
o semei:3)?;0lliilfv};?’sacziz’r;:;{rz5 even liquids, being cax ried by avoirdupois weight, ‘‘ tons,
oN1z }) [}
vac;o’lqrs , 1bs "’ —to the satisfaction of everybody. . . . b -
10. No doubt it would have been better if the Enghsh.ton and cwt., instea ((;cmme;?gs ,;tem
. 92.000 and 100 lbs. respectively—or n.‘t othel.' Janguage a ! g f3 '
and 1121bs , bad seet ’h hange to a decimal system of weights in a home,.colomal, an o.re].gn\
raled ; bu.t L think that ¢ fe(;: .eatg]}ritain though there may be many theoretical arguments 1n its
trade o gigantio 18 o2k ¢ :1 d with so ’much practical difficulty at the outset, that the proba-
favor, 3 . o e © b ° attelt] : And I submut, under any circumstances, for the sake of com-
ity o adO.Ptlon - rem(')fe. mity, that the Indian ton should always be the.sa,me as the English
mercial conEIn” m-l?l unlroris wjgether the latter be ever turned into a decimal weight or not.
n,Joown ul the WKL o167 h the Agents of other Indian Railways, with the
ob) ectaof ascertaining their views, a,'nc} endeavour-
ing to arrive at & uniformity of opinion, but that
appears difficult. T enclose, however, for tl.xe
information of Government, the letters noted in
the margin, the purport of which may be briefly
gummarised as under :—

11. I have been in communication Wit

¢.1 P R Xo 3731 oféggﬁ-

: ailway Co , No } o
e T o of India Ralway, No- 1,796.1,404
Eastern Bengal Railway Compan};, 1\2-1866.
Scinde Railway Co, No A 840-8:9 029 .

Board of Agency E L. Ralway, No. 29.

i d Great Southern of India Railways
: dian Peninsula, Madras, an
The Agents of the Great In
agree with me,

The Agent of the Eastern Bengal .disa.gre;al th o
maund is the same as that in ordinary use in the couniry,

felt.

£ the Scinde Railway dis .
o o d of Agency of the East Indian Railway the reply is not more than an acknow-
ard o

) witl; me, but probably on that Railway the Bengal
and the inconvenience is therefore less

agrees with me.

Trom the Bo
ledgment.

11] j i W y ve no rep] 9 .

ini ist, but I v ) :
e di&erlexnce?nofo:f;?:;z f'nzzd 1 hope, after the reasons gwefl, %nfil Beemginthtf;fi.s zzuzltemliys
mendation herex tai Osb;r n, nearly everytlling connect_ed with Ra wiysG his e Coglcﬂ
pointed out by g,ap];agl but ;n the English plan, that His Excellency the Gover
treated not on the Indian,

. . . tion to my making, as an experiment if 80 preferr:d,bth? scalet-Of
will not withhold his ?anc 5 — now half English, half Bengal, an'd s.hown 0 ?, 11‘1‘prac lcﬁ
elghts i foren 'thls Ra‘ﬂfw{ English, or, in other words, substituting ‘‘ toms, cwts,,
extremely inconvenient—entire }’7’ - g un’ds 4 e seers.” ~ .

“ qrs,” and ¢*1bs.” for ** tons, maunas,

do not think it worth while to delay longer the recom- -
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From the Maraging Agent of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway, to the Agents

of the Last Indian, Punjab, Scinde, Great Indian Peninsula, Madras, and Great Southern
of India Railways, dated Bombay, 10th March 18GG. ‘

L. Your attention will no doubt ficquently have been drawn to the intricate and unintelli-

gible state of the Indian w cights and measures, the main evil being that the same terms are used
to express different weights in different districts.

2. Our rate Lists are now made out 50 as to show the rate per ton, and then per DBengal

maund (27 of which go to a ton), descending further into seers ; and, if Iam rightly informed,
yours are similarly arranged.

3. The Bengal maund varies more or less from the maund in force in most other parts® of
India, and the fact that the same term is used in the ordinary transaclions of commerce to
oxpress a different weight in different but not now distant localities, the latter as Railways pro-
gress being rapidly placed in a state of much closer and more fiequent communication than
formerly, is 1tself a sourec of great confusion and inconvenience.

4. The fractions also which the various maunds and seers are of one another and of a ton
are exceedingly awkward for caleulation.

5 I would propose, as a step in the right dircction, that. with the permission of the
Government, we take no cognizance in any way in our dealings with the public, or in our books,
forms, orrate lists, of ‘candies,” *‘ maunds,” * scers,” or such weights and measures, as
being greatly calculated to mislead, but that we weigh, enter, and charge every cousignment
according to the English avoirdupois weight, * tons,” ¢ ¢wts 7 qrs,” and ¢ 1bs.”

6. This scale is, of course, well understood by all the European merchants, while the Native
mercliants are already acquainted with ¢ tons,”” and will not be long in beeoming

“ewts,” ¢ qs,” and ¢ 1lbs,” especially whea they find no weights but those 2
on the Railways.

familiar with
re recognized

7. T uneed hardly remind you that in England no bushels, strikes, pecks, hogsheads, or
other varying weizhts not easy to remember, are ever recognized on Railw ays, everything,
liqaids, being carried by tons, ewts, qrs, and 1bs., which scale also rules 1 the tra
Eagland and India.

even
de between

8 It will be desirable, perhaps, to arrive at some uniformity of opinjon among the Railway
intarests on this matter, and I shall therefore be glad to hear whether Jou concur in the foregoing
suzzestion, or if you will favor me with your views thereon.

From the Agent of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, to the Managing Agent of the Bombay,
Baroda, and Cential India Railway, dated Bombay, 2314 July 1866, No. 3,731.

1. Thave the honor to acknowledze recerpt of your letter of the 10th March last, which
ny absence has alone prevented my replying to cailier,

2 With the tenor of your proposition I most cordially concur, and hope

of this Rulway will give you ev.
revolution,

the au‘horitics
e1y support if you endeavour to.bLring about so nnportant a

3. I cannot conceive why a wmiform system of Engli-h weights was wot introduced
with the Ralway 1nnovations in general, It is a powt at any rate now to be jn-
sisted upon, and not reasoned or diluted to death with ofhcial minuting fiom Simla to Cape
Comorm  The argumants on your side, if they iasist on them, bsyond the Lryalanl patent
fact of'necessxty for uuiformity, are many. I should say : We are an Enghsh institution ntro-
dueed into g foreign land ; there is nothing about a Railway of which a Ilindoo knew or liked ;
we have English punctuality and despatch, we have the English language everywhere introduced

1to our Traffic Department, our Tickets are in Lnglish, w

e count in En slis s time is kent
English, our dist unt in English, our time is kept in

ances are measured in Enghsh, the nomenclature of gur very offices, and all oyp.

-
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4. There is not, of all the million different stores and articles which go to {na:ke a,.Rdlway,
one gingle thing but is known within our fences thr?ughout the country except by its Enghsh.nam e
When a Native traveller comes to us we only tel-l him that he has to pay 80 much ﬁl)(r tran}silt ovir
80 n.mny hundred miles ; he accepts our calculation and goes. "We leave him t; wo.r outI:1 the cal-
culation of the number of “goss,” and the rate per ‘¢ coss,” &e,, and whether 1]t 1: ct heaper :1):
better than a Native cart or post-cart rate. Why should not the same system z:ipp y to He g?oht
department ? We would weigh and give the merchant a bill for tons, cwts., and qrs. th e mig :

i t in his own country weights, and 1f he found that, after all, the cost was f’ same,
wf:o;tszz how he could object. As it is, all that work has been thrown upon the Railway, and
caapretty complication it will be when our roads are open.throughout India, - .

5. 1 should point out that our own stores, especially permanent way mat?rlads, a;-e ea
with in tons, cwis., and quarters; all our carting contracts for hundreds of th(;:b{ll)n 80 .tzns ?f
ironwork have been dealt with on an English basis ; our Landl‘ng Contractorilwor 8 317( a.v(;ur uPom
weight, and clears a hundred ships a year. We talk of the weight of our rolling :toc.t;nth engines
in tons and cwts. ; and I only wonder that those who made us bother ourfatc;oun 2] ;Z; h b le:mivelxl-:
varying maund did not insist on Native nomenclature and a knowledge of the vern g

ut our Railway generally. .

0 6. A stroilg point may be made too of the door it opens to collusmfl andh frautcl b::;in h;he
Native dealer and our Native clerks, in using Native vv:elghts of 'a. varymghc a:‘racderhe(:ked a‘ra\ire
to be reduced into Bengal maunds, and then by the English supervisor thought of and ¢ gain
as avoirdupois weight. . . .

7. Aps I am about to return to Europe, time only admit-s of my sendmi' youbz{. h:r:;«:d ;‘zg]yi;‘
but I can do no more than heartily wish you success, a.nd pa.tx.ence to ﬁgl.lt the subject out,
you succeed, you will deserve well of all the Railways in British India.

F the Acent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Maxiaging Agent of the
o aBombay and Baroda Railway, dated Madras, 7th April 1866, No. 394.
In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I'beg to state that an earlieIx: reply would have been
o i Vorth-West Line.
f inspection of our North
ent you but for my absence upon a tour o .
- Th estion that the English avoirdupois weight should be introduced ag the standard
for 121 trans::;igls on this Railway has more than once been made to the Madras Government, but
or a
i ithout success. - .
hlthe:o v'.lv‘l}: . esent system of weights is not only most inconvenient, and attended with great
. e pr

it isli the Native merchants, who, as you truly
i i but it is little understood by . .
- 11;1 ~ co;’i‘;;;"::;‘;;?:::a v:ith the *“ton’’ weight, and would not be long in becoming familiar
remark, are alr ' s :
i irdupois denominations of weight. . . .
T e a;o pei h-bridees and weighing machines are set to the ?,voudupms YVelghts ;
4.' e wfl'l . Oa::l“' vrmgerstanz the labor which attends the conversion of consignments
s hwglbth:;:tozgalz int{) Bengal maunds and seers, and that with the greatest care our clerks
weighed by
are liable to error. . . et e
Railways to adopt the avoirdupois sca ghts, !
. If Governmen: would allow Indian : ;
tateilents al(l); other returns could, if necessary, eastly be rendered in Bengal maunds, for the
8

lth revious Statemen y ’ ' - .

duction of the avoirdupois system of weights would probably be attended with success.
uction

s —

f India Railway, to the Agent of the Bombay, Baroda,
From the Agerét gtfrgelfgf;tnjﬁ‘:ff;’"‘d;éed Negapatam, 23rd March 1866, No. 1,796-1,464,
an e ’

i 1 4 Of loth instantv
ledge Iecelpt of your letter No. ’ 87
1. 'I have the honor }“) ﬂuCkﬂOW g
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our general gtoreg accounts, the weightg designated ag *““maunds” ang **

seers’’ are mever dealt
with,

3. Consignment notes, invoices, and goods abstracts show the weight in English ¢ 1pg.»

4. When rendering the weekly tr

affic statements to Government the 8ross weight carried ig
reduced to ¢ maunds,” -

5. I fully concyr With you in the views expressed in your letter under reply, and I should

be glad to see the Engligh system of weights established by law in all Railways, ag well as other
commercial transactions, in India,

gal Railway Company, to the Managing Agent of the
» and Central Indis Railway, dated Calcutta, 27¢h March 1866, No. 871.

L I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your No. 1,484, dated the 10t13 instant,

) - English, of which 98 equal one ton, on
which all oyp rates are caleulated,

3. At first some difficulty wag experienced with
of th

18 system, but it now scems to he thoroughly unde
ot think it woulg be advisable

Native shippers in enforcing the adoption

rstood and to work well, I therefore, do
to make any alterations,

4. Thbegto enclose you g copy of thig Compan

y'8 gencral classificatjon and rates, bearing
out my previoug remarks, » .

and measures, and Buggesting that the English
Railways

2. In my opinion tle system we have noy i3 a good one for the country, and I woylq hesitate
in Tecommending 55 4 substitute oup English weight system, which is not by any means 3 clear
standarg,

argue that o decimal 8ystem be adopted,

4. The Railway weight system Row in use is founded on what should, T think, be termed
the Impe:ial, ot Bengql, standard.

5. Mr. Bayley of the Madras

Civil Service, in hig interesting pampllet ¢
unifor m system of

weights and Incasures, 1858, 8ays—

“‘ The ¢ Table’ of weights adop
isin accordance with

in Caleutts and Bombay,
*“1Tola — 180 Graing,
9 Tolas = 1 Chittak.

16 Chittakg — 1 Seer =

40 Secrg —1 Mun (or M,

‘ Suggestions for a

80 Tolag =2 057143 1bs. avoir,
und) =821 |bs, exactly. .

to- be sclected from those noyw current jp any part of India,
A nly because it is founded op a defined standard, originating
m, but becauge it includes the ““seer” of 80 tolas, which ig
1 %ome degree all gyer India. 1t igi, short a ponderary
atroductioy i concerned, hag g Preference over any othen™

3 weight knowy and ack
8ystem which, ag f,, ag

<Nowledged {
facility of §

ks 5 N0
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6- I shall be gllaud art an = f.u 1; ; ) : .

From Mr. R. NEIL, Clerk to Boar gency ilway, to the Ma.naging Agent
d of Aoenc s East Indian Rai :
. f‘h B ’b 1 Baroda, and Central India Railwa; , dated Calcutta, 25th April 866,
of the Bombay, s y 1

. . 1 6. and to say
I d t d t k d 8 rece‘ of our letter N . 1, 88 flOt are y
am 'rec e o acknowle il lpt y 1 0' 4 0 h- M r-h 86 ; .
that the quels 'Oll of in roducinq the English standard of welght llp.()n Indla.n Railways will rieceiwe
tl d tlll tBoard Of Agenc Will take ﬁhe ealliest pOSSIble opportumt 0 acqu g
due attention, an e y Y f aintin

you with their views on the subject.

47 OrpER THEREON, 23rd October 1867, No. 3,282,
No. 475.

addressed upon the subject of this
letter :— )
; tober 1867,
(Here enter No. 3,283, dated 23rd Octo
(True Extract.)

[ RAILWAY, No. 27.

Colonel, R. E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd. T. 0'Connor.

The Government of India will be
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. PusLic Works DeparTyEyT,
Forr Srt. GEORGE,
R3rd October 1867,

No. 476.
No. 3,283.
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o ToE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,
Sir, )
- In forwarding for the consideration
RAILWAY, No, 28. of the Government of India a copy of

the correspondence marginally noted,

F "i’g“ogonsulti"g Engincer, No. 276, 9th October I'am directed to state that Iis Excel- -
From Agent of Madras Railway, to Consulting lency in Couneil fully concurs in all

Engmeer, No. 832, 2nd October 1867. that is ureed as tl i
From  Actinz Assistant Agent of Bombay, urg fo l,e unsuxtafblenesg
Baroda, and Central India Railway, to Agent, of the system of weights which hag

HMadras Rulway, No. 4,044, 20th September hitherto been in use upon Indian Rail-
1867, with enclosures. ~ ways, and I am to express the hope of

this Government that the adoption of

the English avoirdupois scale of weights so generally preferred ‘by the .Railway

authorities in India, and the use of which will prevent the con.fusmn and inconve-

nience now ecomplained of, may receive the sanction of the Right Honorable the

Governor General in Council.
‘I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant.

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
. Secretary to Government,

Exd. T, O'Connor’

) e e i e e e
— e \ w_ﬁ

S .
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THE DEPUTY CONSULTING ENGINEER:FOR RAILWAYS.
. , Dated 8th September 1866. .

T . Sre, ' ' |
I have the honour, through you, 1cspectfully to draw the attention of 1

&
. am e e

“ta o 3 oaans

»*

Government to the intricite and unintelhigible state of the weights in operation
on this side of India, the main evil being that the same terms are used to ex- 1

press different weights in different localities.
2. Our rate lists and entries of goods have all to be made out so as to show

ads

the charges per Englsh ton, and then per Bengal maund of 82 Englsh Ibs. /W

(about 27 of which go to a ton), descending further into seers; and the rates of
the G. L. P. R. Company, and, if I am rightly informed, .of other Indian railway

- e

companies, are similarly arranged. .

3. A tonis of course the same everywhere, but the Bengal maund differs
more or less from all the other maunds m use on this side of India, and the seers
also vary;”the fact that the same terms are used to express different weights n
different but not now distant localities, the latter as railways progress bemg

'apldly placed in a state of much closer apd more frequent communication than

) i AP T i 4

formerly, isin itself a source of great confusion and inconvenience.
Our weiohine, machines, constructed in Ingland, are all according to

| .
. 4.
i avoirdupois weight, and show * tons,” “cwts,” “qrs., "and “lbs;” so that anj
| merchandise handed to us according to the local weights of a particular district
; has to be turned into English avoirdupois weight to be weighed, and into Bengal
f maunds to be entered. Much extra and quite unnecessary labour 1s ther eby
involved ; the calculations caused by the fractions which the various maunds and
seers are of one another and of a ton are exceedingly awkward, and numeroug
opportunities for errors, and collusion between the mative merchants and our

-

clerks, by which the company is defrauded are afforded.
1 9. I have known severgl instances myself, in communicating with natives .
, about goods rates or the purchase of stores, in which a mistake would have
‘ occurred if T had not taken the precaution to see that both parties were treating

[ . ‘
4
{

about a ““maund” of the same weight.

{

| ' .
! ' . 6. I would propose, as a step in the right direction, that, with the per-

| mission of Government, we take no cognisance in any way in our dealings with ,

: the public, or in our books, forms, or rate lists, of “maunds’ and “seers,” unsuited
f " to exis ting circnmstances, and as being greatly calculated to mislead, but that
in addition to weighing accordng to the Enghsh avoirdupois weight, as We do .

.
how, we beallowed to enter and charge GVGI.Y consignment accordmg to #hdt i
» ¢ qrs.,” and “1bs.” ‘ ’
L 3

5 »
| weight also, viz., * tons, ” “ cwis.,
7. T do not apprehend that there would be any real difficulty attendant

upon the introduction of such a course, wiile the general convenience of at is

~
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W ] ilway I have no reply.
From the Punjab Railway
I think obvi A notice would be exhibited at the stations, explaining the
ik obvious. -

bers of “cwts.,” “qrs.,” and “1bs.” as compared with the number of Bengal
Illliind* and seers,which‘go to-a ton. Most of the natives know what a Bengal
S , )
maund is, though in none of the districts traversed by tlis railw ay is that the
s, g

2. Tam aware that the question of uniform weights and measures is }?1’:110
. Tam .
]]:1' h no small differences of opinion exist, but I do not think 1t WOI’;}I Wt;l e
ongllc longer the recommendation herein contained; and I ho.pe, after 1e
. ( i ar
oo i nd seeing that, as clearly pomted out by Captain Osborn, nearly
vorthins oo b in th ntry is treated not on the Indian,
' erything connected with Tailways in this country ; 10 e,
‘ bt o the Englsh, plan, that ITis Excellency the Governor m Counc ; ]
bl'lt Onld ; sch‘m:)n to my making, as an experiment if so preferred, the scate
W;thh'o ht : force on.this railway—now bhalf Enghsh, half Bengal, and shownd 0
s in : e
. y “Telg 1 tremely inconvenient—entirely Enghsh, or, in other w’w:ox
’ | b xenely " “qrs.,” and “lbs.” for ““ tons,” “maunds,” and
. < 1 ¢ ts. qr- . . )
substituting * tons,” “cwts.,

1
N o VIR Y N
e e vl i

maund in ordinary use.

8. The Englsh avoirdupois weight 1s of course fully understooq by thoseg
: ° - .
] g 18 the scale whicl applies

doing business with Europcan merchants, and 1t ”.
n tl?e extensive trade between England and India; all the railway materials
are mvoiced according to 1t: the natives well know what “tons” are, and are
: in extent ac :ainted with “ewts.,” “qrs.,” and ¢ Ibs.,” with which they
toﬂ? celta(ﬁ - erzl qdl become more familiar when they find tho<e are the  goers.” I have, o,
Wil speedily and readily |
only weights recognised on the railways. .

*
b - 9, CURREY,
. . ' Agent, B. B. & C. 1. Railway.
9. T'may mention that in England no bushels, strikes, pecks, hogshecads, . gent,
. ( ‘ O - .
or other weights of a semi-obsolete character, varying in different localitics, and
3 o xe LT e . * T ‘
not easy to remember, are ever recognised on railways, ever Ything, even liquids, . ‘
i 1 ts.5 qrs., 1bs.”—to the satisfaction
being carrie g by avoirdupois weight, ¢ tons, cwts., qrs., '
[ 3
of everybody.
: v NDIA RAILWAY :
. ‘ Barops, axp CENTRAL INDIA Rar
10. Nodoubt 1t would have been better if the Enghsh ton ang cwt., 111.steadp ! _— oo . |
| . e - { ‘ JING AGENT'S OFFICE, ,
of being 2,240 and 112 Ibs., had been 2,000 and 100 1lbs. respectively (jr : , | | o
other language 4 decimal system ruled ; but T think that the change to g decima i, “ S ot
(= fo) '
i 1 " 3 f Frlive,y, P ] Pl f . ‘ |
wiem of weights in home, ealomal, and o crgn trade <o geanton ac that o o f tly have'been drawn to the intricate
: . e . ' ) N t frequen
Great Bmtaul,'though there may be many theoretical arguments i its favour, is ] . . S
1OW seen to bo attended with 80 muely practical dufficulty at the outsct, that the . ,

Probabihty of itg

1 1 Ay od .. \'I‘
adoption 13 remote. And I submit, under any circumstances, fc

; res, the main evil being
intellioible statd of the Indian weights and measures,
and unintelligible S
the sake of conmmerer

i in dufferent districts.
ress different weights in
d to expr eS8
1 uniformity, that the Ing, i ton should that the same terms are use
al convenience and uniformi Y, dian ton ¢
always be the same as the Enghsh ton, known all the v orld over, iy whether the

latter be ever turned into g decimal weight or not. .

s
- -

ow made out so as to show the rate per ton, and then
" 2. Our rate lists are n

larly arranged.
if] am rightly informed, yours are simlarly ho maund i forco in mout
11. T have been in communication with the Agents of other Indyn railways, ries more or less from the
with the object of ascertamning their views, The Bengal maund va
(o]
G.I1 p No 3731 of 1866

i i rdinar
3. d the fact that the same term 18 used in the o1 y
other parts of India, an

R .
Madras Rulway Co. N, g and endeay OUrg to arrne at 4 umform-
. t Southern of Tndia Railway No 1796-1464

nion : ar i-

“astern Bengn] Railway Company No 871 ity of opwilon, but that appears ifi

Seinde Rallway Co Ng. 4 Bi0-8290f 1866,  oplf. T enclose, however, for the inform-
ovard of Agency E 1, Railnay No, 29 .

ation of Government, the letter

¥y be briefly summarised as yndep

'Y ‘ .
. i 1 tate of
“ransactions of comme ihways progress being rapidly placed in a sta
1 tter as ra
distant localities, the la

unication than formerly, 1s itself a source of
min

TN e e e

o

requent co
s noted much closer and more freq

+ .
: -gnicnce.
great confusion and incorts maunds and seers are of one an-
. arious
h]ch the v

in the margin, the purport of which ma _

The Agents of the Great Inq

. [ ]
an Peninsula, Madvas, ang Great
a Rallways agree with me.

Southern of _
Ind

# The fractions also v awkward for calculation.
hnely av )
other and of a ton are exceed: S ty mn the right direction, that, with the permus
as a step

N
e

The Agent of tho Bastern Bengal disagrees with me,
Talway the Bengal maund is tlie 8
and the incony

but probably on that, .
ame as that in ordxnary use in the country,
enience is therefore loss felt.

"~

n n any way in our dealing with
5. I would propose, copnisance i av i r dealines

ke no cogn

] v nt, we take

sion of the Government,

% ¢ M ¢ Seers b3
maunds ,
ks. forms, or rate lists, of ¢ candies, o ;) b
. . )
In our books, ST lated to mislead,
- the public, or d measures, as being greatly caleu
C ]
Oor such weights and m

.

The Agent of the Scinde R

allway disagrees With me,

From the Board of Agency of the East In
than an acknowledgment,

o ————

4]’fl""l].Sh avoirdupois
N ery consignment according to the Eng

| | Weigh, enter, and charge every

dian Railway tho reply is not mqp,

3
° » aﬂd “ Ibs.
Weight, ¢ tons,” “bwts.,” “ qrs.

—— b v &

-

4




, ! 4
/s 7
- er g B - T B
] . =7
[ 7
| . oy
. 8 | )/'
. 4 ' ) ,’ 5
. ) !) ‘
6. This scale is, of cour |
’ 3¢, we TS 1 |
o e N, asr e, :Ic‘ll 1(1]ndu aioc.)d by a].l the European merchants, ’ ‘ 10w to be insisted upon, and not reasoned or diluted to death with official min-
long i boour o 70 T tea ’;y ‘acqual’l,ltcd with “tons,” and will not be | uting from Simla to Cap; Comorin. The argument.s on your side, if they insist on
8 CWLs.,” “qrs.,” and “ Ibs..” ecpee:. Iy w . X . |
- ‘ . s, J especially when the | | essity for uniformity, are many.
no Wexgl‘lts but those are recognised on the railways, - ’ ‘ L onls e e e o Patefm fa.Ct g son it | x y.
¥ . i I should say: We are an English institution introduced into a foreign land;
M o

there i3 nothing about a railway of which a Hmdoo knew or liked; we have
English punctuahty and despatch, we have the Enghsh language everywhere

‘ introduced into our Traffic Department, our tickets are in English,. we count
English, our time is kept in English, our distances are measured m English, the
JQqmenclature of our very offices, and all our posts from the Gateman to the

!
|
i
!
; s 3 fanager, are dealt’ W‘it}l in English.
s
|
3

-
‘- Ineed hardly reming + i
hogsheads. y ardly reming you that in England no bushels, strikes, pecks,
g » O Other varying weioht n : |

railways, everythine ymng ghts not easy Eo remember, are ever recognised on ’
o ,1 ly g even liquids, bemng  earried by tons, cwts., qrs., and Ihs

o ‘ . 3, s., Sy

€ also rules in the trade between England and Tydia

8. It wy :
among the ray] l_ be. desir abze, Pel‘.haps, to arrive at somo uniformit ¥ of opimion
g Way interests on thig matter, and I'shall therefore be glad to hear

whether you :
concur in the fy ; .
regoing sugoestion f v .
=} or1 r .
your views thereon, o 2o ’ you will fay our me with

. .
]

4. There is not, of all the million different stores and articles which go to
make g railway, one single thing but is known within our fences throughout the
(=]

. ; nfes t y
. I have the honour to be, country except by its English name. When a N ative traveller 1(1:0 ;: do uis1 m.a
only tell him that he has to pay so much for transit over so many hundred miles ;

. Sir, hg aceepts our calculation and goes. We leave him to work out the calculz.itlo.n
Your most obedient Servant iy -~ of th 1 £« » and the rate per “coss,” &c. and whether it is
» p4 ’ : © number o €083, . t or 'post cart rate. - Why should not the
) - v a -
(Signed) (. CURREY, ! chieaper or better than a Native © 9 We would weigh and give the
. | same system apply to the goods department: o .
Managing Agent. | e 1‘1 Jatem apply ts., and qrs. Hemight work it out in higs bwn country
. ‘ . . i €rchant a ill for tons, cwts., an : °
The A6ext Bast Ivoay Ranvay, ' weights, and if he found that, after all, the cost was the same, I cannot see
" o Ratiwsy, ’ ! hox:, he ’could object. As itis, all that work has been thrown upon the ralway,..
. l . ,
” SCINDE Rarway. ;o and a pretty cmiplica tion it will be when our roads are open throughout India.
” G. I p, %{AIL\VM'_ . : {‘ 51 ) . <+ that our own stores, especially permanent way
” Mapris Rarway. ) | m:}t; ) 1 should point Ol; cwts., and quarters ; all our carting coptracts for
N oy s . ) )
» GrEsT SovTHERN OF INpiy RarLway. : | 09, are dealt with in fons, L ’k have been dealt with on an EfghSh
: I hundreds of thousands of tons of ironwor  Jupois weight, and clears a hundred
P basis: ¥ orks by avoirdupol gnt, :
1 S1S; our Landing Contractor W : Yf ur rolline stock and engimes m tons
T H Ships a year. Ve talk of the weight © Ol adeous bother our accounts with
' : a ‘ts. s - those who m
T s ¥ d ewts, ; and I only wonder th.at . otiva nomenclature and a_ knowledge
No. 3731 or 1866. . | the ever-varying saund did not insist on _
' L]

. T enerally.
of the vernacular tln}eughout ofr railway g J 6 opens to collusion and

- ¢ or 1
f o “trong point may bo pade to}oiiieclizks in using Native weights of
raud between the Native dealer and our Na s o
i 1 maunds, and then by
A varying character which have to bg reduced into Benga )

; < oirdupois weight.
the Hnglisy, supervisor thought of and checked again a8 av p
c I ) time onty admits of my sending you

tily wish you success, and
ou will deserve well of all

A 4y oy
Grrat Inpray Pexinsrr g Ranway:
[ )
Coxraxy’s OrricEs, '

.
~
TN e vy e W e a—

.

Bombay, 23rd Jul, 1866
To C. CURREY, Eqq,, (8 T

Managing AgentB.B. & C. T. Rail“‘ayf 7. As I am about to return to Europe

hear
acknowledore receipt of vour | ! a lfurried reply ; but I cap do no I.Ifl.or:ut:j:ceed’ :
as alone pp:ventéd my re 310}11' etter of the 10th : P&tlenf:e to fight the subject out, and if ¥
Plymg to earlier. tho rall\vays in Bratich India. - \
I have the honour to be,
Sir, \
Your most obedient Servant, \

SHERARD OSBORY, |

ve wl .
Why a uniform system of English weights was not ‘ .
| ’ Captain Royal Navy, and Agent. /

M e
e

Sir,—]I have the honour to

March last, which my absence 1,

* .
It 1s a*point at any rate ;
2r

3

-
)
3
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. No. 3904, ‘

.1
Mapras Ruuy.{s}__(.‘;.ap;w.
AGENT AXD Maxerip's OticE,

Madras, April 7th, 1866.
My prae Sig,

In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I beg to state that an earlier reply
would have been sent you but for my
North-West Line,

The suggestion that the Enghsh
as the standard for all transactions o
made to the Madras

o

The present system of ‘weights is not only most inconvenient, and attended
with great delay in tle conduct of business, but it is litile understood by the
Native merchants, who, as You truly remark, are already acquainted with the

hom N . o
ton” weight, and would not be long'in becoming familiar with the rest of the
- - *
avoirdupois denominationg of weight,

- - The whole of our “:eigh
dupois weights s you will t,

absence upon a tour of inspection of our

»
avoirdupois weight should be introduced

n this ralway has more than once been
Government, hug hitherto without success,

. il P .
-bridges and weighmg. mackines are set to the avoir-

erefore easily understand the labour which attends
the conversion of consiznments weigl

tied Dy that scale into Bengal maunde and
~eers, and that with he greatest :

care our clerhs are lable to error, >
If Government would allow Indian railways to
weights, traffie statements
dered 1n Bgngal maunds
&C. &C.

L]

3 1 Y Al »
adopt the avoirdupois scalé of
and other returns could, 1f nhecessary, easily be ren-

{
»
An application to Government from all the Indian railways with reference to
. . t . .
t}:e wtroduction of the avondupois systernnf weights would probably be attended
with success, :

\

Iam, &e., ‘ ‘

. Ybur obedient Servant,

R. B. ELWIX, Agent and Manager,
(. (URREY, Esq., }

Bombay and Barod, Railway, Bombay.

———
°

o Lawleemn, - NoO. 1796-1161, .
GrLAT SOUTHFEN oF Isoiy Barway
AGINT'S Orricr, .
Negapatain, 231d arl 18G6.

From the AGENT GREAT SOUTHERN or INDIA RAILWAY,

To the AGEN T BOMBAY, BARODA, axn CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY.
Sr,—I h

ave the honoqr to acknowlodgo receipt of your letter No. 1487 of
10th instant,

, for the purpose of comparison with prcvim;s statements, .

N
d >

1

)

A

.
LS
. ’ .
AN e Gk O, Nt b n et e R e

.
i U

O S U SO
-

[ ORI

-

AJ'
7

. -

e 2 -

s

%

7

. ; s invoices and
9. Tn all our transactions with the public, and in our goods

OI‘S, as 3150 )] acco llDtS bhe welo l deslo n

h.
“maunds” and “scers” are never dealt wit

o g show the weight in
3. Consignment notes, invoices, and goods abstracts h h h
* o

Enghsh «1bs.”
- ent the gross
4. When rendering the weekly traffic statcments to Governm gr
. o

-

I
. - o ¢ maunds.
weight carried 15 reduced ¢ expressed i your letter under
i views
5. I fully concur with you in the

; d
] d T should be glad to see the Enghsh system of weights established by
reply, an 1 gia

nsactions, 1 India.
law in all railways, as well as other commercial tra s
2y

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

WILLIAM S. BETTS,
Agent 4nd Traffic Manager.

I
No. 871.

Foasrrry BENGAL Rarrway CoMpany:
Acext’s OFFICE,
Sealdah Terminus,
Caleutta, 27th March 1866.

C. CURREY, Esq.,

DEar Siz,

e
+havo the pleasuro 10 ocknovle sures in use in India.
10th instant, relative to weights and mea

dorably less trouble arises with welg'hts than, as
2. On this railway conside snced on the other side of India, owmg to
peri

¢ recognising only one maund of 40 seers, or
S which all our rates are calculated.

receipt of your No. 1484, dated the

is evident from your letter, is ex

the adoption of a uniform system lO o ton, on
. . on ) ) .

80 Ibs. English, of which 28 equa d with Native shippers in enforcing

rience
3. At first some difficulty was expe to be thoroughly understood and

. it now seems )
the adoption of this syster, I()iut lrfot think it would be advisable to make any
I therefore do .

t

to work well.
alterations.

of this
4. T beg to enclose you a copPy Lo, and remam,
. <8
rates, bearing out my previous remarss,

o ot e
7

Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

FRANKLIN PRESTAGE,
Agent,

=
"

Company’s general classification and

3N



.- oo
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< gestions for a uniform systom of Wex

No. A 840-829 op 1866.

SCINDE RAILway CoMpany :
Agent’s Ofice,
. Kurrachee, 28th March 1866,
From the AGEN T, .

To the MAN AGING AGENT Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway,
Bombay.

S18,—1I have received your letter of the 10th instant, as to the present state
of the. Indian weights and measures, and suggesting that the Enghsh standard
of weights should be adopted on Indjan railways. . .

In my opmion the system we have now is a good one for the country, and
I “:ould hesitate in recommending as a substitute our English weight system,
which is not by any means a clear standard.

Should it be advisable to make 2 change in Indian weights and measures,
then I should argue that a decimal system be adopted.

The railway weight system now in use 13 founded on what should, I think,
be termed the Tinperial, not Bengal, standard.,

Mr. Bayley of the Madras Civil Servi'ce, in his interesting pamphlet * Sug-
ghts and Measures, 1838,” says—
“The ¢ Table’ of weights adopted by the Government of India for the use

Oft . i i g .
heir own offices, is in accordance with Native usago 1 Bengal, and was

approved of by the Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta and Bombay. It is as
follows : —
“1 Tola = 180 Grains.
5 Tolas =1 Chittak.
16 Chittaks = 1 Scer — 80 Tolas = 2-057143 Ibs. avoir.
40 Seers — 1 Mun (or Maund) = 82¢ 1bs. exactly.
y // “If any system of weights is to be sclected from those now current in any
part of India, the above secms to be the best, not only because 1t is founded on
a defined standard, originating in the weights of the in of the realm, but be-

cause i ich i i
e1t includes the ¢ seer” of 80 tolas, which is a weight known and acknow-
ledged in some degreo all over Indua,

as far : . o
as facility of mtroduction is concerned, has a preference over any other.”

I shall e glad at any time to give this. subject further consideration, but

at Present I do not think thers woulg be any benefit whatever in introducing the
English avoirdupoig weights,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

D. McNEILL,
> Acting Agent,

It is in short a ponderary system which, Q

e

e 1 am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
w ' ROBERT NEIL,
g | Clerk to Board of Agency.
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C. CURREY, Esq.,

Sin,

[ win Qirected to ackno
1866, and to say th
upon Indian ralways will recerv
take tho earliest possﬂ)]e oppor

i ba
Managing Agent, Bombay,

wledge recelpt of

at the question of introdu(?
‘ o due attention,

No. 20.
Boarp OF AGENCY, East Inpiavy RAILWAY:
Calcutta, 25th Ap'ril 1866.

Baroda, and Central India Railway.

[}

‘ .
your letter No. 1488 of 10th March

ing the English standard of weight
§ and the Board of Agency will

y i i 1 ews on
t nit Of acquaintmg ou Wlth their view
u y

- jety’s LTest Bysuila.

- ation dOL
y Bombay Edu¢ N
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