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Team Proceedmgs of the Madrae Government, Public Works Departmenz, S
1st February 1867.. . -

~

o - No. 13. . Read the following letter from the Dxrector of Pubhc Instruction, to H
: the Chief Secretary to Government Fort Saint George, dated Madras, - '
17th January 1867, No. 107 :— L

1. In connectmn with Order of Government No. 368 of the 12th December .
1866, I have the honor to submit a letter from the Principal of the Civil v
Envmeermrr Colletre, drawn up by-that Officer after consultation with  Colonel ‘
Carpendale, who, from . the pos1t1ons he has occupied in Command of the Sappers .
and in charge of the College, is peculiarly qualified to speak upon the questmns =
referred to in the papers on which the Order of Government was based.

2. The subject is not one on which I am competent to offer an opmmn I .Y
shall therefore only remark that I feel very doubtful whether a knowledge of Men-
uratxon, an easy though no doubt an important practxcal branch of Encrmeermg ’
e knowledoe, should be requ1red of candidates for adnnssmn m‘co the Civil Engineering - tg
»  College.

eomm———— "
4 B

o rrom the Prmmpa,l Civil Engmeermfr College, to the Director of Public Instruction, dated Madras, 8 o
' . 10th January 1867, No. 672. . : . . %
B

" 17.4‘9)

9

1. In reply to your Memorandum forwarding Proceedings of Madms Government in
Mlhtary and Public Works Departments, dated respectively 28th November and 4th December 1866,
I have the henor to append the following remarks which I hive drawn up after consultation with \
; Colonel Carpendale, k. E., who having filled the appointments of Commandant of Sappers and i

Principal Civil En'rmeermo College, was perhaps better ﬁtted than any other Oﬂicer to form a
_sound opinion on the suhject. - .- ol T : S

e

s
f

kS

§

2 I do not consider it necessary to malntam a body of Royal Dnmneer Soldiers in Indm, as 3

a nursery for the upper Subordinate Grade of the Public Works Department, equally good men §

. being readily obtainable from the other branches of the service ; but as a small number of European - i
Non-Commissioned Officers of Royal Engineers onght to be maintained in case of active service, it is b S

desirable that they should (if qualified), be employed in the Public Works Department, in time of
peace.

3. To thls end, all the men of the Royal Engineers deapatched to India should be well con- -
' ducted and well educated; if some of them are skilled artizans, so much the better; and before leaving
; . Chatham they should pass an examination in the following subject : —

‘ ' o English Reading and Writing. ' - ) S : ' !
- Arithmetic as far as Vulgar and Decimal Fractions. .
Elementary Mensuration. = - : "

.

(To entltle a Candidate to a Certificate of having passed, he should obtain one- thxrd the minimum - ?
number of marks for each paper and half of the whole). . :

4. This is the existing test for admission into the Second Department of the Thomason College *
at Roorkee, and contains one subject (\Iensuratlon ) in excess of the Madras Civil Engineering d
College Test ; but I consider this subject so essential to an Overseer, that T strongly recommendits
forming part of the test for Candidates in England, and shall hereafter propose that it be introduced

in the examinations for admission into this College next Session.

5. The strenwth of the Skeleton Engineer Company for the Madras I’res1dency I would hrmt
to eighteen, all Sergeants and Corporals.

it ox

6. I gather from the terms of the Military Despatch from the Rwht Honorable the Secretary
of State for India, dated 24th J uly 1866, that it is intended that the men of the Royal Engineers, :
who shall have passed the examination above detailed, shall, on arrival in India, be a¢ 6nce appointed ;
to the Civil Engineering College or Public Works Department. I do not, however, think this .
desirable, and in some cases it would be impracticable to admit them at once into the College, for f
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t there mlrrht not be Barrack accommodation, and they mi; rht arrive late i in a qesaion when thelr : . ;
| . " admission would disturb the regular course of studies: , ) ,.3 . :
} ) | 7. 1 would therefore, rccommend that on arrival they join the ITead Quarter of tha Sappers “% 7 ,
| and Miners, and remain there for one or one-and-a-half year, uader Commanl of one of the Royal _':‘ ' . . ‘ : H
‘ Engineer Oficers attached t» the Corps, Suborlinate of course to the Cammandant of Sappers. - S . ) Sl ) ! .
i During this time their Military instruction would not only be kept up, but they would be advaucing i PR g - :
i in education, so as to fit them for the Civil £n gineering College course of study, and more especially DA P V :
might aequire a knowledze of one of the vernacular languages of the country.  After this p(.nod - o .t |
of Military duty they should be available for admission into the Civil En"mecrm' Colless-without L
He - - . No. 107,
. further examination, and ghould join only at the beginning of a Session. S o v
_ 8. On passing out of the College and bcma appointed to the Public Works Department, I ! ' ?rom ) ‘
propose that they should be removed ‘from the Enzineer Company and brought on the Unattached - E. B. POWELL, Eso.
List as is done with all men from other branches of the service, theéir places in the Skeleton Royal ‘ oo . X Direclor of Public Instruction.
- Engineer Company being filled by men from England, so that in this way the number ‘of Royal ‘110 .
Engincer Non-Commissioned Officers with the Skeleton Company would vary from six or nine to ' -
exghteen, which i3 quite sufficient. : ’ o ' L % THD CHIDF SECRETARY TO GOVEENMENT,
. 9. These men in the Public Works Depart'nent who prove unfit could be remanded to Mil itary L j o L . Tort Saint George:
duty in the Roy'ﬂ Engincer Company at I{ead Quarters of Sappers, but if unsuited for the nature i . SI, / ' :
‘ ‘of this emplovment in this country, they could e drafted o u p :
[ ‘ ) Y y could be drafted to one of the Companics out of Tudia. x In co’m;exion with Order of Government, No. 368 of the 12th December 1866, I have .
i : ‘ 0. On the transfer of Royal Enginect Non- Commxssxoned Officers from Military duty to the L 1 Ene ing College, drawn up
f Public Works Department, there showld .be a distinet understanding that in time of war they aro ' L the hOﬂOl’ to Smelt a letter from the Principal of the Civil Engineering £
B liable to be remanded to their more Iethxmate duty as Soldiers : and past experiente of thirty years : by that Oﬂicer after consultation with Colonel Carpendale, who, from the positions he bas
I ) _ shows that the number reqmrcd t> accompany the Native Sappers on active: servxce would never be i occupie d in command of the Sappers and in charge of the College, is peculiarly qualified
o B0 great as to ‘cause any inconvenionce to the Public Works Department indeed it ‘i8 more than o bich the Order of Government
- probable that the number remaining in the Skel eton C Company w woil 14 usuall ly be found suificient 1o : yi ~ to speak upon the questions referred tojin the Papers on which tho .
- meet all demﬂn(}s ; . ( . ‘ R J 3 . N“ . ”, . . ? '}.‘;‘ \ was based‘ .
. ’ ST ‘ B . . AR . L. . inion : I shall there-
»; ’  Transferred to the Pubhc W orks DCPa tment o o SR 2. The subject is not one on which} I am competent to offer an opinion
- For oRT SAINT GE ‘ j e ) ' fore only  remark that I feel very doubtful whether a knowledge of mensuration, an easy
| ORGE, i e (Smned) A J: ARLL TH\OT c B knowledge should be
‘ 26;], Januar: Y 1867 ) S Chi f S {‘ R o though no doubt an important practical branch of Engineering knowledge,
- . , : 2 ue ceretar b s
, X e s s ) : required of ‘candidates for admission into the Civil Engineering College.
i . o. 14. OI’DER TIIEREON, Ist ¥ ebruary 1867 No. 304 4 : b . . w Nl SN2 ' b
. - = - tO en
‘ : P Ofﬁce of the Dlrector : - I bave the honor
EST ABLISHMENT No. § Corﬁmumcatcd to the Military De- - = . |, . PubI I tractions. - Sir,
. | Lo ic, ns ructions, % °
partmdnt with reférence to the Oy ders - ; N Your most obedient servant,

. i’ that Department, No. 4,140, datod : M ADRAS, 17th January 1867,
the 28th November 1866. 1

S o i‘ \- R (True thract) , K ) .. S : ' ‘ /j// /%‘

. X g ; s AN <
‘ (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. ., i a Director of Paliic Tnstruction.
R L Secretary to Goa'erm;zcizf. o i
. . ) . - T e e . ‘j; .- .. .o . . L. o - R U AN B L
-’ oy
To the Military Department, . ) , e - - e -
ty R : : M oo ) : - -

4 b -‘“ vt i ; ' .. -
. AExd. T. 0'Connor, , o . ‘ \ — ' ' ' ) . . -, <
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: The Director of Publie Instruction.

" Zo . .
. The Chief Secretary to Government,
. Fort St. George,
’ , t.Y ,1.4. . i
‘ IR ;., ’ ” T
p. Dated 17th January 1867, " g
w Raceived 7~ -,?f,,(.,( 3
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Sending lotter from the Princi-
pal Civil Engineering College on the
subject of maintaining a body of
Royal Engineer Soldiers in India.
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