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Mi’;)—ceedmgs of tlze JlIadras Government, Public Works Department, - )
27th September 1867.

No. 686.  Read the following letter from  the Supermtendm" Engineer, Srd
D1v151on, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department
dated Camp at Tadacherla, Cumbum, Ta.look 16th September 1867

No. 1,672.
. L . 1. Wxth reference to Government
* No. ’gg “)’f: ;?:E August 1867. Orders as per margin,* I have the honor
” - to forward an original letter, with enclo-
sure, from the Supermtendcnt of Police, Bellary District. The Inspector of Police
. when statmfr ¢ I am disposed to think that the fire occurred in the east end,”
appears to have quxte overlooked the .circumstance that at the time of the fire the
wind was blowing stronrr from the west, which would cause the continuous roofing

of the huts to ignite rap1dly

”” l

————

From the Superintendent of I’ohce, Bellary, to the Ofﬁcer in charge of uhl:tary Bmldmfrs Range,
dated Bellary, 5th September 1867, No. 425.

In reply to your letter No. 417, of 31st ultimo, I have the honor to forward you a report

received from my Inspector regarding the burning of the Sapper huts, Repeated .enquiries have

been made since the occurrence, but nothing has turned up to show satisfactorily how the fire

originated.
From the Inspector of Mofussil Police, Bellary Talook, to the Superintendent of Mofussil I’olice;
' dated Bellary, 4th September 1867.

1. With refereace to Mr. Porter's letter, No. 417, I beg to inform you that I visited the

scene of fre of the Sappers’ huts near Alxpoor and investigated into its origin.

9. The fire occarrzd on the midnight of the 29th J uly 18567. The huts are about quarter

of & mile from village of Alipoor, cousisting of twenty-two in number, with ﬂr'\ss chuppers, and

extending in ‘a line frcm west to east.

3. Ou the pight in questmn two watchers, named Manuel and Mu]l'xapa, slept in the east end
hut. Theystate that the fire occurred at the west end, and on proceeding there, saw some men
ruaning a¥a% whom they suspect are the incendiaries. ﬁThey made -no efforts to capture these
men, OF ‘extinguish the fire. Mulliapa adds he frequcntly cooks his food in-the east-end hut.
fle did o on fthe evening of 20th July. When only three or four huts were burnt, and the fire
was advancing, the watermen employed on the Sappers’ huts, named Dooden Saib and Hanagadoo,
case up from Alipoor, and to them was commumcated ihe c'rCumstance of men bhaving run away
,mmedratel after commencement of fire.

4. Booden Saib and llanagadoo state they came to Sappers’ huts on the 20th night, on
sceing a fire, and found the w_h.ole'bmldmg in a bla.ze. The. two watchers were scated some distance
in front of the fire. On questioning them they said they did not know cause of fire, and that all
clothinz to valae of about rupees twenty, kept in the sleepmo hut, was consumed The

their
£ mentioned nothing of having seen men run away.

watche

5. From the above I am led to believe that this isnot a case of mischief. Had the watchers
really seen me3 Tun away after fire, they would certaiuly have acquainted the w atermen, and if
the fize ormnated in the west end, they had ample time to rescue their clothing from east end, and
which they would have done, as it must havo been of great value to them, being men in indigent

gmstances. Ience I am disposed to think, that the fire occurred in the east end, or sleep-
cire from carelessness in not putting out the fire in thé cooking place, which accounts for |
. being given for the removal of their clothing, and fearing blame would be attacLed to
bave concocted the story of having seen Ioen run away.

mg hus,
hcm they
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