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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmext,
‘ 27th September 1867, " -

No. 675. Read the follbwing Eridors_einent of the Actihg Consultiﬁg Engin'ee‘r
| - for Railways, dated Madras, 19th September 1867, No. 257 :—
Read the following letter from ‘the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway .
’ .Company, to the Acting Consulting Engineer for "Railways, dated -
~ Madras, 18th September 1867, No. 327. e -
1. 1 have the honor to submit, for the information of Government, copy of a
‘ ~ communication* received this morning
from the Chief Engineer, reporting the

“result of & minute inspectiori of . the works on the North-West Line between the
Chittravutty river and Ghooty. : , o - e

"9, Mr. Smart, you will observe, states that he was not satisfied with examin-
ing the face work only, but caused the - piers and abutments of a large number of -
bridges and culverts to be opened out, with a view to test the’ character of the

inside masonry, and that in no single instance did he discover unsound work.

» No. 132, dafedvl7th>September.

1

8. I trust that this assurance from the Chief Engineer will satisfy the Go- =
vernment, that substantial work, such as they have a right to expect and the .
nature of our undertaking imperatively demands, is being constructed on the
 North-West Line by Mr. Barnett, the Contractor. ‘ SRR

From the Chief Engineer, to the Agent and .Managér of the Madras Railway Company, dated *
. Madras, 17th September 1867, No. 432, - s -

1. During the past fortnight I have made a very minute inspection of the works of the
North-West Line, between the Chittravutty :md Ghooty. .I lave not been satisfied with examining '
the face work, but I have caused the piers and abutments of a large number of bridges and culverts
to be opened out, in order to test the character of the inside masoriry, and I have much pleasure in

" gtating for your information and for the Board’s that I have not discovercd a single instance of
unsound work. At the Chittravutty bridge and on Distriect 9, Section I, the masonry is in charac-
ter and appearance first class, all being built of beautiful stone procured from Nirjee quarries. - On
District 9, Section II and 10/1, the stone used is chiefly quartzite, a remarkably strong material, but -~
not susceptible of the same finish as Nirjee stone, nevertheless the masonry is handsome and work-
manlike. =On District 10, Scction I, the material is still quartzite, but not equal in quality to that . - '
of the two preceding districts, the work has consequently a rougher appearance, but it is strong
and well bonded, wherever I'had it opened up I found the stones well bedded and the mortar,
exscllent. On District 11, Section I, we meet the gneiss formation again, and the masonry resem- -
bles that of districts 1 and I[, with which you are acquainted. I did not go beyond Ghooty, v
'up to that point the bridges and culverts are ncarly finished including the 5-30 feet girders at 1
‘mile 88 chains. Mr. Scott pointed out to me the bridge, a 6-feet arch, with which Mr. Johnston

" found fault in Dis report of the 5th July, and I am happy to say that his remarks only apply to the
bond in the top courses of the wing-walls, where some irregularity has occurred, the arch work and -
a1l important parts of the bridge are unexceptionable. : S L

3. 1 have been particular in describing the masonry of this part of the North West Line, -

-

because I fear that the Directors may have been needlessly alarmed by the remarks contained in

'recont reports of the Deputy Chicf Engineers, taken in conjunction with the deplorable failures of

works in Borbay. L : L o
3. As regax;ds prozress, the statg of the Chittravutty bridge is this:—Masonry of south bridge

finished ; Dile piers finished ; 3 piers of north bridge up to girder stone lpve], nort{haabqtmex?t ,

and 4 piers balf built, and the remaining 3 piers founde}d, about sixty masons are engaged on this . .

work. One set of girders is in position on the piI_es,‘another set being rf)I]ed, four s.gts ready for

rolling, and four sets being set up and rivetted.  Unfortunately the work is retarded just now by. a

d in tho river, which prevents the passage of trains,  but I confidently hope that the bridge will

be finished - this year. 1 may mention that Mr. Barnett has employed Moplahs on the rivetting, =~ -
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2 ~ — t
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Y¥o ks Departmefz
(=]
\ 27th September 1867.

;;,nd that they are doing excellent work, Every girder is carefully and severely tested before it is

rolless The rails are 1aid to the end of District 9, but not all on the formation H sgvem\ bridges

. are yt,.t ﬁnﬁ:isl?ed, and at these points the line is dive'rt..ed z.ﬂongs'\de them. Mr. Barnett promises
that the whole of the masonry of this District and of District 9/2 south of Tadpurtee station shall
be finished early next year, so as to enable us to open the linc to that station in time for the cotton-
traffie, in April. ) ,

5. You are, I believe, aware that Mr. Anderson contemplated ¢
for masonry in the 10 central piers of the Pennair bridge, and that du
ke caused borings to be made with this object in view. This has cau
cution of the work, but I have now ordered it to be proce
conditions of the bridge not being in my opinion suitable to

6. District 10, Seetion I, is very well in hand, up to
works remaining to be executed.

1e substitution of screw piles
ring my absence in England
sed some delay in the prose-
eded with ag originally designed, tho
screw piles,

Royalcherroo statjon none but small

7. Iregret that the prozress on District 10/
8o unsatisfactory that it will be necessary to take
provisions. Mr. Barnett hag advanced these men g considerable sum of money
fore thought it right to consult him ag to the course it will be advisable to zviopt.'
his taking over the Contract in the same way that he did [Torzan's,
hear from him on the subject in the course of a few days.

8." The Ghooty station buildings have been commenced.

9. T should not be doing justice to the

Engineers who have supen
notice, iIf 1 omitted to 82y how much 1 think the C o 1oy e works under

voo Company is indebteq 4 .
excellent work 1 have deseribed. O them fyr sceuring

———

1. S'ubmittcd for the informﬁtion of
2. His Exeellency in Counci] will

2 (Contractors Moonesawmy Chetty and Co.) is
steps either to annul the contract or cnforce its

and I have there-
I have suggested
and he has promised to lct me

t\l (1} )

Governmept,

- 3. The success with whi

18 gentlemanp
1 o - ! * ‘e lS T ) N
to him is t}le more gratifying, masmuch gg 0 ; lp e aing the work entrusted
with sufficient means and appliance $ the fir

st an this Presidency who,
ccontracts for work upon an

M, sm'uv STEWART, Major, R. .,
Acting Consultin

Ororg THEREONY Ovel oo 9 Lugincer for Lailicays.
‘REON, 27tL September 1867, No. 3.011
RAILWAY, No, 44, 2,

» Ordereq ¢, be recorded,

cxtensive scale,

'Nq. 676.

Y

.

(True Extract,

((Signed) 310 3 yrp vy STEWAP

T, Mnjc)r’ R. L.,

nder Sccrc(ary to Government.

To the Consulting Engineer for Railwags .

Exd. 8. T. Augustin,
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