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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
o 26th September 1867.

Read the following papérs —

No. 634.  Endorsement of the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division, dated
- Camp at Cumbum, Kurnool District, 10th September 1867, No. 1,636.

Read the following letter from the Assistant Engineer in charge of Military Buildings

Range, Bellary, to the Superintending Engineer, 3rd Division, dated 1st
September 1867. .

I am sorry to have again to inform you that a considerable quantity of
Government property has been destroyed by fire. About 9 o’clock last night I
was informed that the Engineer’s Yard buildings were on fire; on my immediately
proceeding to the spot I found the shed (thatched) used by the Sawyers was
burning; in this shed were several forms, gratings for wash-houses doors and
windows; from the inflammable nature of these articles it was found impossible
to save any of them. The alarm having been sounded, the call was speedily-
responded to by many of the inhabitants of the Fort, the European and Native
Sappers; a fire engine also was sent down from the Arsenal, and a detachment
of Her Majesty’s 76th Regiment speedily arrived. By great exertions the Range
Office furniture and records were removed to a place of safety; oil, glass, and
‘other articles in the stores adjoining the office were also secured, and a portion
of the roof of this range removed to prevent the fire spreading; the large piles of
rafters and heavy beams near these store-rooms were also all shifted; the fire
having destroyed the Sawyers’ shed and all it contained next attacked a pile of
reepers and one of rafters, and at these last it was ultimately stayed; the heap
contained 200 or 300 rafters, and acted as a bank to prevent the fire spreading :’
although nearly every one of the rafters took fire, by the constant application of
water, most of them were taken out from the pile, but in a nearly useless condition;
as this pile of rafters was gradually reduced, attention was. paid to the pile of
reepers, and water and sand being thrown on them the fire was got under; at
about 1-30 4. 3. ouly a smouldering heap remained, the last spark of which was
extinguished at 3 o’clock, when I left the yard. Itis impossible at present to
assign a value of the property destroyed, a list of the same will be furnished in a
few days. Only for the most strenuous exertions of every person present could.
so fierce a fire have been conquered, at first it appeared certain the whole of the
wood stored in the yard and the ranges of building’s must be destroyed. I would
remark that as the construction of the yard for storing wood was not sanctioned,
I am obliged to have all the sawn wood stacked in the present yard, together
with the wastage slabs, and all worked or partially worked up timber in close
proximity to each other, the danger attending on this arrangement was amply
exemplified last night; I would again solicit that constructing the detached wood
yard be brought to the notice of Government. With reference to the origin of
the fire it is impossible to state with any certainty at.present. As1 was on the
spot before the roof of the Sawyers' shed was half a light, I must consider, from
the direction in which the fire was burning, that a light had been applicd to, the thatch
from out-side the compound wall (which wall formed one .side of the. shed). There
was one peon on duty in the yard who had a light with lum, but this was far away
from the spot at which the conflagration commenced. iFhe S.upermtendent of
Police was present during the fire, and has been asked to investigate the matter.

In conclusion I would beg to suggest that a Sepoy guard be applied for, which -
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