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Proceedings of the Madras Governmg . ;,ublic Works Department,
R 12th Seplember 1867.
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: " " Read the following papers :— *
: No. le, From the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Madras, to the
ol : ‘ ~ Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras, 2nd
l August 1867. . : < ’
Tt 1. We have the honor to acknowledge reccipt of the Order of Government,

dated 23rd July 1867, No. 2,213, and regret to find that through a misunderstanding -
of our views, Government should sze resolved to return, unexecuted, the draft
Agreement with the proposed Gas Csmpany.

9.+ In our letter of 22nd June 1866 (vide Order of Government 1st December
1866, No. 3,832,) we stated we considered the scheme deserving of the favorable con-
sideration of Government, but expressly mentioned we could not in any way pledge
ourselves as to the amount of gas likely to be taken for public street lamps, but were
sanguine that when its superiority over oil is made manifest, a small extra rate may
be imposed on landed property to meet it, and we observe that provision for this is
madein the new Municipal Act.

3. In our reply to the reference made by Government on the 24th June last,
we had no desire to discourage Government from concluding the Agreement with
the Gas Company, of which Mr. Orr is the representative, but simply to point out
{he great difference in the cost of gas and that of lamp-oil, and the impossibility of
defraying it with our present means.

4. The Order of Government No. 2,213, of the 23rd of July 1867, apparently
throws the onus of rejecting the Gas Company’s proposals on the Municipality, but
this we are not prepared to admit, and do not consider the correspondence on the
subject warrants this assumption.

No. 292. From P. ORR, Esq., to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works
) Department, dated Madras, 3rd August 1867.
I beg to request the favor of your laying the accompanying letter before the -
Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council.

.

P. ORR, Esq., to His Excellency the . Right Honorable the Governor in Council, dated
Madras, Srd August 1867.

1. T have read with considerable regret and surprise the Order of Government of the 23rd
July, No. 2,213, in reference to certain offers made by myself and other promoters of a Company
to light the city of Madras with gas. °

2. * The subject has been before Government since March 1866, since that time Government
has conceded all that the promoters required, and in an Order of 1st December 1866, No. 3,832,
Government expresses itself satisfied with the offers made by the promoters, and states that it will
be ** prepared to conclude an Agreement with the projectors, provided that arrangements be set
on foot by the 31st December 1867." - )

3. In the Order of the 23rd J uly, Government decline ‘ encouraging the formation of &
Compa'uy by the grant of any special concessions, and accordingly resolve to return unexecuted the
draft Agreement which accompanied MrOrr's letter of 21st ultimo."

4. Inreferring to the correspondence between Government and myself on this subject, and
considering the circumstances of the case, I would fain believe, from the length of time the subject
bas been before Government, that all the features and circumstances of the case could not have
been fairly before Government, when it came to the conclusion set forth in the Order just issued.

From
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Proceedings of the Maa:. “overnment, Public Works Department,
12¢h September 1867.

5. Under such circumstances may I be allowed to make a short statement of the case.

6. The proposal made to Government in March 1866 was an amended proposal, amended
from one presented by the sa.nc parties some two years previous to meet the wishes of Government
and the Munjcipality, in leaving them at liberty to take gas or not as it might suit them.

7. This proposal was submitted by Government to the Municipal Commissioners for their
remarks. The Commissioners in their reply (see their letter to Government, 22nd June 1866,
quoted in Proceedings of Government, Public Works Department, 1st December 1866,) say,
““ We have the honor to report that we think the modified proposal of the Company deserving of
the favorable consideration of Government.” .

8. Government in their Order of 1st December 18G6, No. 3,832, on the proposal, say— |

1st Paragraph.—** The Government consider the stipulations ‘proposed by the’ Munici;ml
Commissioners to be reasonable, and resolve to make them the concixtion of any agreement that
may be entered into for the supply of gas to the Town of Madras.” ©

3rd Paragraph.—** The site available for the purpose may be inspected at any time."

5th Paragraph.—*‘ In other respects the Government approve of the offers made in. e gt
letter above recorded, and will be prepared fo conclude an agreement with the projectors. or
any7Company Jormed by them, provided that arrangements be set on foot by the glsi Deccn’ﬂ;r
1867."

9. Here then the Municipal Commissioners recommend the proposal for the f: 1
sideration of Government. Government accept of the proposal as reasonable o favorable con-
the Order of Government, approve of the offer, and will be *¢ prepared to c,on lud
with the projectors,” &ec., *“ provided that arrangements be set on foot by i’»lstc ll; . Nlb 8grceme'l,xt

10. After receiving this Order of Government, the projectors considered t;:(:em er 1867.
and proceeded with arrangements to form a Company. ! ] ma}tter settled

11. On the 21st :i Jténe last, I received from the projectors Deed of
cate, one to be executed by Government, the other by us and
sent up to Government on the 22nd June. I may xyn ention I:I(:if,:(: 1::11;;11- S:::::men}:. These were
graph to them as soon as Government signed the Deed, that there nmight be no :i u?s ed me to te.le-
the Company. @ lost in floating

12. 1 heard nothing further of the matter till the 2 ’ .

Government of the 23rd, returning the Deeds unexecutedi.th of July, when I received the Order of

13. May I then ask Government, under these circumstan .
23rd, and again consider the promise made, if not an obliga.tionc?x:::l::r:;-ci(;:l :llfe'r the Order of the
December 1866. ! eir Order of the 1st

14. Any necessary alteration of the Deed might be easily managed.

Hoping for a favorable consideration and reply.

and in paragraph 5 of

Agreement, in dupli-

No. 293. From P. ORR, Esq., to the Secretary Government Public Works
] 1C orK

Department, dated Madras, 31st August 1867
1. In reply to your Official Memorandum No. 185, 30¢, inst
inform you that I am not in a position to say what expenses have . ax.mt, I beg to
the promoters in London in connection with the gas project for Mag D 1ncurred by
2. I may, however,-state all preliminary arrangements s
3

- . . . . . Such . N
influential Chairman, Directors, Segretary, Solicitor, Engineer .88 securing _

8, &c., had been
Pt, by them, of my
ed WhiCh I had the

made for the floating of the Company immediately after rece;
telegram announcing the execution by Government of the De
honor to forward to Government in June last.

»
’

From the Acting Government Solicitor, Madras, ‘
(Here syter 3rd Sephomber 1867, No. §96.)

No. 294.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
12¢th September 1867.

No. 293. OxrpEr THEREOY, 12th September 1867, No. 2,820.

| The Government, having given the
\ CIVIL WORKS, o. 28 fullest consideration to Mr. I>. Orr’s

lotter of the 3rd August 1867, regret
their inability to modify their Orders of the 23rd July last, No. 2,213.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. F,

Scerelary to Governinents
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