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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public VWorks Departmeny, -
' 3rd September 1867. -

——

Ko. 40.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

Ecclesiastical Department :—

Diézc;z%r?: fg’iﬁﬁi"i"ﬁoﬂ; ?”ffﬁﬁ,ﬁ tf’ °’*“g‘“’“} (Lere cnter 22nd August 1867, No. 196.)

No. 50. ~ OrDER THEREON, 3rd September 1867, No. 2,699,

ing Engincer of the 4th Division.
(True Extract.) - .

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government,_

,—- ~ CIVIL WORKS, No. 7.

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division..

Communicated to the Superintend-
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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ecclesiastical Department,
' R2nd August 1867.

N;). '49' R;xad the following letter from the Acting Collector of the Madras District, to the
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Sydapet, 9th August

. 1867, No. 158.

With reference to Proceedings of the Madras Govern}nent, datcd.ISth ultimo, No. 162, calling

- for a report as to the result of the noticeissued for closing the Portuguese Cemotery at Saint
%" Thomas’ Mount, I have the bonor to state that, a few days subs?qucnt to the issuc of the notice,
I received aletter from . the Oficer Commuanding the Mount, stf'ztmg that ho hal been juformed

"of the notice in’ question by the Priests, who had Mapphed to him for ixxstructjotls m the”
matter. o . ‘

2. Colonel Fraser, in expressing an opinion that the notice should have gone through him,
" informed me that the graveyard in question had’ long ago beeu reported .by ﬂxe Mi]itaryvauthori-
ties as overfull, and that sanction had becn accord'ed by G.ovcxznmcnt, in the Military Depart-
ment, for the enclosure of a new grave yard, for this dcnommfxtxon of Christians, at the public
expense, some time ago, and that want of funds alone ha,d'prcvented the ‘yqu being completed ;
asite for the graveyard, adjoining the new Roman_Cathoh{c Cemetery, hav;ng Peon actually get
gpart and marked off. . o :
3. Colonel Fraser expressed himself fully alive to the necessity for closing the existing

burial ground, but requested me to withbold action on the notice, until he could make proper
arrangemenis for the interment of the bodies of any member of the Portuguese congregation who

might die before new arrangements could be made. o ‘
4. Drior to the receipt of Colonel Fraser’s letter, I was not aware that the . Portuguese

Cemetery was in any way connected with the Military Department, or .with the Gevernment at all,
I was under the impression that it was under the control of the Priests, and that they were
responsible for finding a new site. ad 1 bee.n aware of ?he facts as stated by Colonel Fraser,
I should certainly have communicated with _hlll.l before ta}nng any steps %n tke matter.

5. Inreply to Colonel Fraser's letter, I informed him that the notico should stan('I in abey-
ance until he was able to communicate with the proper authoritics, and obtain sanction for putting
the work in hand, or until he could arrange for the interr_nex;t of the dead of the Portugucse sect
in the Cemetery assigned to the Roman Catholic Community. .At Iﬂ.)e same time, I expressed an
opinion that, as the site had been determined on, and th? erection of the work was only delayed
for a time, there could be no objection to intcrments 'ta'kmg ?Iac,e in the new ground at once, in
anticipation of the construction of the v.mll, due provision being made against the depredations of.
dogs and jackals by insisting on a sufficient depth of grave. ) o

G. On receipt of the Proceedings of Government under reply, I asked Colonel Fraser to
inform me how matters stcad, and have the honor to enclose copy of his reply, C

" © 7. From this you will see that Colonel Fraser has been in communication with the Priests
of both denominations of Roman Catholies. The Priest of the-Irish Mission consents to the inters
mant of members of the Portuguese Congregation in the general Cemetery, but not to the per-

- ¢ formance of the ceremony by the Portuguese Priest. The Portugucse Priest naturally objects to
tho proposed axrangement. . . o .
. " 8 I amnot aware of the intention of Government as to the exclusive uso of the mew
Cemetery by the members of the Irish Mission, to the exclusion of the Portuguese, but it seems to
me Lighiy necessary that the new enclosure should be immediately commenced, so as to enable
burials at once to take place in the new ground, or that a portion of the Roman Catholic” ground
under control of the Irish Mission, should be set apart fgt the use of thg Portuguese. T request

-

- early iustructions of Government on these points. ~ - 5

——

e a s -

From Colonel D. FRASER, R. A., Commandant, Sajnt Thom’;s' Mount, to the Acting Collector
. « of the Madras District ; dated Saint Thomas' Mount, ' 7th August 1867, No. ?3_;(;.

- In reply to your letter, No. 421, 5th instant, I have the hénor to inform );du {hat T h:‘we .scn;

forward an emergent demand to Government for the immediate enclosure of the space of ground

-allotted for a new Portuguese Roman Catholic Cemetery, and I am informed by the Deputy Assistant

Quarter Master General of tho Division that an angwer may be expected shortly, .Y sistan
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ecclesiastical Department, ‘
22nd Azurust 1867. :

B O o~

2. On communicating with the respective Roman Catholic Clergymen concerned, the
teverend Mr. Forde, of the Irish Mission, at present in charze of tha new Romaa Catholic Ceme-

tery, stated he had no objection to the Roman Catholics of the Portuguese Mission being buried
in that Cemetery, but that he must himself perform the ceremoay. .

3. AsT had anticipated, the Reverend Mr. DeSouza objected to this < tolo, and also bury-
ing any of his flock in the space allotted before it should be enclosed.
intended by Government that he should have the use of a portion of the new Ccmc*er\

4, My, D\,Scn.za. s real objeclion to burying in an unenclosed xpace ix, in iy o mwn, t.at
the spot in question is just outside the walls of the Iloman Catholic Cemectery, and that it would
place his flock in an inferior position, according to the ideas of this country and Lis owp, and
expose them to taunts of inferiority on the part of the other Roman Catholics.

5. I think myself it would be likely to lead in that manuer fo breaches of the peace.

6. It wasmy intention to wait for the decision of Government on the enclosure of the
Portuguese burying ground, and, should it Lo sanctioned, ** to direct that burials should take place
there as soon a3 I found the works were commenced”” But should it not be sanctioncd, then it
Was my intention to ask Government to state whether Mr. DeSouza was to have the free use of
the Roman Catholic Cemetery for burials, or whether it was intended for the exclusive use of the
Insh Mission, as appeared to me probable from their having sanctioned a Portugucse one already.

7. 8hoald you be of opinion that the matter is too pressing to wait the decision of Govern«
ment with regard to the enclosure of the new Portuguese ground, then I will at once refer the
latter question ; but I think the precautions thatIlave directed to Le taLen in the conduct of

A
S

burials will prevent any injurious cffects for the present, : . .

\9. 50. OrpER THEREON, 22nd August 1867, No. 196.

The Government observe that orders have been given in the Department of Dyblis Works -

for the immediate enclosure of the ground allotted as a burial ground to the Portuwuew Church
at Saint Thomas’ Mount.- A

2. There are most serious objections to 'burlals being continued in the pr csent Portunruese‘

Cemctery, which, from its overcrowded condition, is already a causc of ansicty to the thickly in-
habited neighbourhood. M, DeSouza’s ObJCCthIlS, as reported Ly Colonel Fraser, would not justify
any delay in closing this burial ground, and the Collector will give eficct to his notice.

3. There can be no difficulty in using the new burml ground while thz work of enclosure is
baing completed. Until the wall is built, it will be ncccssary to bo careful that the <rravcs are
sufficiently deep to secure them from being disturbed by animals.

4. By the G. 0., No. 2577, dated 27th July 1864, Military Department, distinct places of

* burial are allotted to the Irish and Portuguese Churches, and Mr. DeSouza. is in error in suppos-

ing that it was intended that thc Portugucse Church should have the use of any portion of the
Irish Catholic Cemetery

(True Extract).

To the Collector of the Madras Didrict. j
» Pablic Works Department.®
v Mxhtary Department
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