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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pyblic Works bepartme !
3rd September 1867, _ ”
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r No. 39.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Superintendine Enoi
E neer; 8th Division, to the Secretary to Government Depart tDP gt
Works, dated Courtallum, 21st August 1867, No. 1 (')31 '-E sent Tublic
?‘ - .. With reference to G. O. No. 2,230 of the 29ih ,July.1867' Ih
{ honor to statethat the amount sanctioned for cutting away the inn’e ke
: the Paumben Reef Channel,” Rupees 43,340, has not th been ex eﬁde(; :}’:gle o
.! expenditure up to the end of the past official year having been lepees 27’ 63? total
} up to the 31st July 1867, Rupees 26,385. There is, therefore, a good deai of? i
j still remaining to ba done, before the projecting angle 1s cleared away. Th ork
'; is now Leing carried on ; blasting was commeuced on the 7tl instant i;fter a: iwto “
| val of rough weather, but difficulty was then still experienced on ’account oI;‘ te}f’
! streazth of the current. The removal of the angle will of course facilitat the
:l passage of vesscls ; but it doesvnot cause an actual obstruétion, as vessels dr e' )
f 11 fect of water are shown to pass through the channel, . Srawing
| 2. With reference to the arrangements for ushing on .
in G. O. No. 2,957 of the 15th Scptember 1866,pthe machint::';‘;:: k:;:g}"eriid v
dredge has been indented for,~ from Madras, and when this is ready, faster el; «: nd-
will be made. The upper crust of the sand-stone is found to b(; generaﬁ s
hard, and requires to be blasted ; the divers then bring up the broken frao{n:g
: 483 )

i E which are carried away in boats to the shore, but in getting ‘deeper down, th
. o ’ e
f
f
i
f

sand-stone is softer, and a good deal is taken up by dredging. The process of
oty S8 O

dredging is, by the employment of convict labor, much less expensive than that
uf blustiag ; und, 48 1t CICCTS the greater part of the clearance, at the lower depths
H

only the hard blocks of stone being blasted, we depend a great deal on the dredeine
o 2

work, and the additional drédgg will prove of much service,
3. The suggestions of the Superintendent of Marine will be attended to in

J taking the soundings, and the Head Pilot at Paumben has promised to give his assist-
’ ance to the Overseer in charge. As to silting taking place, this is found to occur
i ' only at tho extremities of the channels, when the current is variable about the
! change of the monsoons, (I have seen tho current change its dircction several
:' ‘ times in one day through the reef); but in the main channel itself no deposit of
{ " silt remains, for the strength of the current is sufficient to sweep it away entirely,

ORDER THEREON, 3rd September 1867, No. 2,691,

* No. 40. '
Communicated to the Superintend-'
CIVIL WORKS, No. 5. ent of Marino with reference to his
letter of the 18th'July 1867, No. 2,528,

(True Extract.)

: i (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
' Scerclary to Government,
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; T the Superintendent of Marine. -
Marine Department.
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