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s0th August 1867

No. 690, . Read the following letter from the Special Executive Engineer,
 Wynaad, to the Secretary - to Government, Department Public Works,
- dated Luckady, 20th August 1867, No. 355 :— '

1. I regretto be compelled to bring tonotice the conduct of Lieutenant Shep-
herd, R.E., lately in charge of the Vythery Range. S .

2. ByG.O, dated 21st June 1867, leave of absence on medical certificate

'  for threc months was granted to this

Officer, and as the certificate stated that

he was unfit for service in Wynaad, 1 could not bub regard his departure as intended

Gazelle, page 1,423. '

to be permanent ; under which circumstances, unless the case were one of peculiar
urgency, 1 should consider it my duty to dircct that any Oflicer before availing
himself of his leave chould give over the works and accounts of his Range in
satisfactory form. . \ .

3. Immediatcly, and indeed before the appcamnce'of the G. 0. sbove quoted,
1 informed Lieutenant Shepherd of the various Jocuments 16 would be necessary
for him to be prepared to hand over with his charge of the Range ; and throughout.
the month I continually urged Lieutenant Shepherd to useé despatch in getting
through the necessary preliminaries; also, on the 22nd of J uly, 1 gave him dirce-
tions to be prepared to relinquish the exceutive duties of the Vythery Range from
{he 1st of August. _ ,

4. Again,on the 1st, TLicutenant Shepherd reccived an order to consider him-
solf as having given over his cxecutive dutics from that date. Copics of thoso letters

are appended.

5. On comparison ofa statement submitted by Licutenant Shepherd of work .

stated by him to have been measured, and "for which payment had to be made to
Messts, Vertue and Minchin, in accordance with G. O. No. 2,153, dajced 18th
July 1867, 1 found that, together with the o.r.nount already p:.xid by Lmut(’anant
Shephierd for that portion of the work about which there was B0 dispute, the estimate
for the construction of the Culputty pridge would be very largely exceeded; 1

accordingly called upon Licutenant Shepherd to furnish me with the detailed
. o

measurements of work oxecuted under the items of cstimate, without which 1t was

impossible for me fo come to any gettlement. The same thing 1 found necessary

in tho case of tLe Police buildings ab Vythery, the gub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry,
and Post Office, all of which were incomplete, and for which, as far as 1 could judge,
the allotments would prove insufficient. A very large amount of stock had also to
be accounted for, and altogether Licutenant Shepherd's accounts of the various
works that had been under his charge required much more explanation than he
appcarcd able to give ab once, and it was quite impossible for me to obtain {lie
neeessary pm‘ticul:u‘s except through Licutenant Shepherd. :

6. I was most anxious to procced to Goodaloor to see Licutenant Coningham’s

\ orks before the latter’s departure on privilege leave, to delay which would have

. . . ekl
entailed his not returning till efter ilo favorable working scason had commenced;

and as I sav no prospcct of getting any speedy sottlement of matters with Lieute- .

nant ghepherd, it Was ascloss my wasting voluable time waiting for his convenience
1 may add that T had gnod oppo}-‘tu}uty of 3udg1ﬁng ‘\vhether a stay of a few days,
more or 1css, would be of much importance to him in the point of health, as T met
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public }Vorks Departmenty
30th Avgust 1867, :

him daily st breakfast and dinner, and there was nothing to lead me to suppose
any immediate and urgent cause for his departare, such as would justify my per-

mitting him to leave the accounts and measurements of his works in confusion.

7. 1left Luckady on the 5th, and gave Licutenant Shepherd distinetly to
understand that not having made over either his current accounts, or the measure-
ments of the works called for, he would have to await my return. 1 remaincd at
Sultan’s Battery until the morning of the 8th, up to which date Licutenant Shep-
herd could have communicated with me had there been any urgent causo for his
immediato departurc, but I heard nothing from, or of him, until my arrival at
Calicut, late on the night of the 12th. I then accidentally learncd that he was there,
and intended to lcave the following morning. I lost no time in calling on him
to return to his post, and await regular relicf, and at the same time wrote him a
private letter pointing out the irregularity he had been guilty of, and advising him
not to commit himself by any imprudence: written as it was in the middle of the

- night, and in great haste, my Memorandum was unavoidably very informal; I
~ however forward it with Licutenant Shepherd’s reply endorsed thereon.

8. On the following morning I received a letter from Licutenant Shepherd,
enclosing a certificate signed by the Apothecary in charge at Luckady, recom-
mending Lieutenant Shepherd’s leaving that place. It will be ohserved that the
recommendation was that he should proceed to the low country; consequently,
there was no reason incompatible with that recommendation, why Licutenant Shep-
herd should not have remained at Calicut to explain matters personally to m)‘self,
he having been well aware that I was expected at Calicut on the 12th or 15th.
- PO . . .

I Lave lesancd that Lefore my derarture from Luckady he mentioned his intention

- to lcave during my absence, and that Lie was strongly advised against it ; but I beg

to add that he did not say one word to me which could lead me to suppose that he

entertained any such intention, but allowed me to go away under the full impres®

sion that, d‘?’i“g my absence, he would put all matters into such condition that

- on my return I could at once relieve him. On no single occasion did Licutenant

S.hepherd either by letter or verbally ask me to et him take his leave bufore fulfil-
ling what he has been required to do; and I am quite at a loss to account for his
proceedings, unless that, judging from the very superficial manner in which his

Spe rvision of the works was carried on, and for which I had several times to cull
5 him to account,” he had neglected personally to take measurements of the works,

and was unable to supply the particulars required.

9. Iforward a statement made by Assistant Apothecary Stewart; and with
reference to the period when Licutenant Shepherd stated 1 ¢hould return, I beg to
say that he was quite aware of my intention to be back at Luckady on the 16th or
17th, having been distinetly so informed.

10. Having detailed tho particulars of the case, I leare the matter to be dealt

wi . . ; -
ith by Government, with only a suggestion that in accordance with the terms of

:f ‘TS ccmﬁcaf"* Lieutenant Shepherd may be ordered back to the low country,
1abis to Culicut, where I could more easily communicate with him, and from

._ whence, if necessary, he mizht come up to Luckady for a few days to clear up ey

.matters requiring kis personal presenee on tho spot.

AT hea e ek

N - .
- PRI A e LN E . bt o T . el

AN NI

N bt

o WA A AT Y e T

 —

R

eyt p o %

PRTRPRR Saatind vy b St ST
I
- .

J N 4

2

o ?roceedings of the Madras Governmert, Public Works D

To Captain Kennedy.

Ezd. 8. T. Augustin. ‘ , IR

R
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epartment,
 30th August 1867. .

11. I beg to add, ho{vever; that I do not consider he is ever likely to be of the
least service in Wynaad. ’ ) e ‘ : }
12. Lieutenant Shepherd is, I believe, now at Ootacamund. . ="~

‘No. 691. Ogpez THEREON, 30th. August 1867, No. 2,653.

As there was no urgent necessity for

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 83. Lieutenant Shepherd quitting his charge

" - without . the permission of his superior ~

Officer, the Government resolve to direct him to proceed without delay to Calicut,
with a view of affording Captain Kennedy fall information on all such matters

connected with the Range which he lately held in the Wynaad as may require his '

personal explanations. , :
' (True Extract.) ' '
(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colovel, R. E., \
o  Secretary to Governments

,, Licutenant Shepherd, Ootacamund.’
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