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Proceedings of the Madras Goz{ernment, Public Works Departments | \ 7

28th August 1867.

Read again Petition from the Reverend A. BATUL, S. J., Rector of Saint J oseph’s
College, Negapatam. ‘

Requesting that, for the reasons stated, orders
may be issued for the removal of the old tower p (Ilere enter 5th February 1867, No, 425.)

at Negapatam.

ar—

No. 637. Read also the following letter from the Magistrate of Tanjore, to the
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Madras, dated Point Calimere,

Tritrapundi Talook, 9th August 67, No. 153 :—
1. I have the honor to report on Petition No. 425 of 1867, addressed to

Government by the Rector of Saint Joscph’s College, Negapatam, asking that the.

brick tower in the compound of the said College may be removed.

9. Previous to entering into the subject-matter of this petition, I think it my
duty to mention that I do not consider that the Reverend J esuit Missionaries in
Negapatam cat for one moment claim the removal of this tower as a matter of
right, for I find that when the land round it was handed over to them in 1846, tho
second clause in the Agreemcnt taken from them was as follows :—

¢ We understand that the land occupied by the old tower, called the Pudu-

« villy Gopuram, 5 excluded from the land defined above, and we are hereby bound
¢ not to pull down of injure that building, which now servesasa land-mark to
¢ ghips, but are at liberty to repair or convert it into any useful purpose.”

3. In1859 a petition, similar- to that underreport, was made to Government

by the J esuit Missionaries,
the tower had been inspect
His Excellency
beginning of 1860 :—

ed first by the District Engineer, and subsequently by

¢t T this letter the Chicf Engineer in reply to the Order of Government '

¢ noted in the margin,* reports on
« theruined tower at Negapatam. He

« gtates that the building isin & dilapidated and dangerous state, that it is gradually

¢« erumbling to pieces, and that the proposed repair can but very partially arrest
¢ the progress of decay. e recommends, therefore, that it should be demolished,

¢ gnd thatthe sanction for its repair (amounting to Rupees 400) should be cancelled.

« The Government deferred passing orders on this proposal till the Honorable
¢ the President should be able to examine the structure in the course of his con-
« templated tour to tho southwards ; this he' has now done. Ilis Excellency found
¢t the structure in the state described by Colonel Bell ; the style of construction,
¢ being burnt-brick-in-clay, with the tops of the doorways or windows supported by
¢ timber (still remaining in some cases), lead him to share the doubts expressed by
¢ Captain Oakes asto the antiquity of the building ; he considers also, that it does
¢ not deserve the name of an ancient monument, because it is destitute ofany
« inscription, sculpture, or other characteristic marks, and does not appear to have
“ gven a consistent local tradition attached to it. '

¢ JIe is of opinion that the effectual restoration ofit would cost vastly more
¢ than the small sum formerly sanctioned for the purpose; but, for the reasons3
¢ gbove given, he does not advise a restoration. Neither does he concur in Colonel

» 4th June 1839, No. 1,357,

© # Bell's recommendation for the demolition of the structure. The course which he

el e s o pw g Gy p Y

and the following Government Order was passod after -

Sir Charles Trevelyan in his tour through this district in the

(’t

A



upon the condition of the old tower at i}
Negapatam to which Mr. Batul alludes, and of various other papers bearing on the
samm, ‘ are of opinion that nothing will.be gained by allow-

same subject, the Government 1 orto. to remain in existence, and
. SR i gerous state, to remai
ing the tower, which is confessedly in a dangerous ) )

they accordingly order its removal, . , |

9. With reference to the last clause of Mr. Batul’s letter, the Govemmen.t
. n the first place be made to the Negapatam Muni-
should undertake the removal of the tower in
o Government have reason to believe are much

is also of opinion th
“ be tak .U pinion that good photoeraphs should
) ezsa en of-the t.:ower 1n 1ts present state, and he hasg dp S
uring this being done. ) made arraugements for

2
S a7
Proceedin, /i . ] : » Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 7 ‘
g . : ¥ - ‘
ings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department ! ! 28th August 1867. i
28th August 1867. ‘) {
y ; - §4 No..638. ORDER THEREON, 28th August 1867, No. 2,626.
roposes 1s that it should pe fenced round. t ; TR ! 1. After full consideration of the
a5 to prevént dancer S und, to sccure 1t from wilful injury as well - K XS, No, 84, L ¢ .
‘¢ progress of natuer dez; f‘;lll;n"- materials, and that it should so be left to the 3 CIVIL WORKS, No report from the Magistrate of Tanjore
I

g will be instructed t
, 0
“ structed out of the amo "

. unt sanctione
‘ will be sufficient,”

se the necessary enclosing fence to be cone i

4% above not; impl
ove noticed. A simple palmyrah fence

—

consider that a proposal should 1
cipality, to the effect that the
exchange for the bricks, which ¢t
wanted for various municipal purposes. ' ‘

3. The Magistrate of Tanjore will accordingly make the above. proposal to I
and will report the result to Government. - : ’

(True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E,,

- Secretary to Government.
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olonel O’Connell, then Actine §
ng S i st .
w0 both of us camo ty g1 ! (,;,n upfzrmtendlflg Engineer of the 6th Division, and

d ‘tion. is at ; Yon?
lotegrm:):z condition, in consequence of the bxviclgre;ent' 3 dilapidated and
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overnment in thes
ower acts as g 1, their endorsement on

ng the roadstead id;[m}?rk on the low coast at Nega- _ .
a5 and the Macge, 120 COustlted both the Supet-

intendent of Marine at Mady
S ) A

that they both agreo iy sating that it sy ™ attendant at Negapatam, and I find
Y vessels navigating

the coast. The Superintendey land-mark 1,
. t of Mari
“ remioval would be any great ; rine adds that he ‘;ldoes not think that its
the five white columns at

dt Neganatam <o tly indicate the locality,”

. iraportance; bt EJZE;GS’ 3 obinion s, that gq landmark

¢ down, I feel assured that the Native pop ulai’_ou authorize the tower to be pulled
ion w

. ill 1t .
11 7‘(1 o Reveren,d Jesuit Missionarieg ha Petition you to let it stand.”
allowed to remove this tower, ang they ar Ve really foup
in its present condition; secondl & ﬁrsﬂ)’; becays
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. think that the bricks of wh‘lc"ﬁld o0 which i St&ndls ! thirdly, beeguse they would

o ) i1
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for repairing the t .
owe . C Temovyeq ;
Pleased to s?mction thr 'S Sanctiongg | ovedif Colonel 0'Connell’s estimato

To the Collector of Tanjore. o
,» Superintending Engineer, 6th Division.

To the Reverend A. Batul, S. J.
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and the Master Attendant at “sapatam, whicl sufficien
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