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Proccedmg: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
_ ‘ - 12th August 1867, . . . S

No. 204.° Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

Mlhtary Department :— . -
Commumca.tmg letter from the Collector of}

a

Malabar on the subject of the proposed Restp (Here'enter 6th August 1867, No. 2,901.)
House for troops at Beypore.

- No. 295. OrpER THEREON, 12th August 1867, No. .2,45'7.

Communicated to the Superintend-
ing Engineer of the 7th D1V151on.
: (True Extract.) "
~ 7 (Signed) J.H.M., SHAW STEWART, Major, R. E,

. ‘ Under Secretary to Govemmt.

<

MILITARY WORKS, No. 21.

To the Supermtendmg Engxneer, 7th vision.

~ £

Exd, S, T. Augugtin, -7
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o - MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

" PROCEEDINGS OF TIHE MADRAS GO PERNMENT.

: Read the following letter :— ' _

f ‘From the Collector of Malabar, Calicut, 19th J uly 1867, No. 82; to the Acting Chief
{

Secretary to Government, Madras.

I have been informed that it is the mtentlon of Government to erect a rost-
i house for troops at Beypore immediately on a large scale, with a view to their
embarkatron thence westward. I trust I shall not be considered as going out of my
provmce if I venture, unasked, to offer a few remarks which the subject suggests.

2. The Madras Government are well aware of the great inconveniences attack~
- ing to Beypore as a terminal station. ’ o

The railway buildings stand on the narrow - extremlty df what is in fact
an island bounded by the sea on the west ; the Beypore river (some 400 yards wide)
'on the north ; a backwater, creek and low swampy land on the east; and the Kadal-
hundr estuary (some 173 yards wide where the railway crosses it) on the south.

The whole of the land at the narrow northern apex of this confined epot is
 taken up by the railway premises, saving small and not very convement sites obtain-
ed with difficulty for a Government salt store, post office, polxce station, &c. -

For the establishment of offices, warehouses, and such bmldmgs, public and
| private, as an expanding trade would absolutely necess1tate, there is srmply no suit-
.able space whatever.

3. The 51te of the proposed rest-house is consequently not at the railway
“station ; but some 1 1 mile south of it. There are no particular facilities for super-
mtendence of the men before emba.rkatmn for supplies, transport to vessels, or any
advantarre attaching to the site save only comparatnre nearness to the present rail- *

i  way terminus.

! 4. At Calicut there 1S now, and it seems probable there w111 be, maintained a
: European detachment at west hill barracks ; there is consequently a.Commissariat -

"establishment in existence and an Officer Command.mg the station. Any amount

"of supplies, boats for transport and such like conveniences can be had at once,

' Calicut being the civil Head Quarters of the district, with bank and currency office,
money transactions are easy. )

The lying ground for vessels i is much the same as at Beypore.

‘A suitable site I think could be taken up on the beach, close to west hill
" barracks.

f 5. The dlsadvantage is that there would be a dlstance of about 10 miles

between the railway terminus and the rest- house, were it built as above suggested.

But the railway cagnot always stop at its present unsatisfactory terminus—

Calxcut both from the conve%hce of the local communications upon it, its thoroughly
estabhshed native trade and its position as the natural port of Wynaad, must sooner -~

! or later have the railway extended to it; and the only really considerable obstacle, -

' the Beypore river being once crossed, the line will easily and certainly be extended

{ northwards through the rich and populous country a.nd towns 1nterven1ng between

i,

‘Calxcutand Cannanores ** - «" Ve da TN TN e,
" With the rallway extended to Cahcut the only- obv10us dlsadvantao'e "to
: the rest-house being established thereat would disappear.
", 'I 'would suggest then, for the consideration of competent authorities,

whether it would not be better to establish the rest-house at Cahcut? R
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6. Leaving the rest-house and on a more _general question, I'WOu‘d. observe !
that whether Beypore be a terminus, or an intermediate station, its prOSpOr}ty seems
to me to depend on two main points, viz., improving its bar and re-claiming some
space in the vicinity of the railway station. ' : )

' It would be of comparatively little use locally to improve the bar, unless
some land is made available for building purposes. :

' With regard to the bar, I addressed the Chief Engineer for Railways on
28th April 1866, but by a Government Order which Colonel Anderson was good
enough to forward me lately demi-officially, I understand that Government do not
deem it advisable to undertake works there at .}preseﬁt. I observe, however, that

~ “report is to be made, and it seems to me that if improvement of the bar should not .
be found very difficult (and I am inclined to thinffit will not) the work may and
indeed must lead to,.considerable reclamation. The strengthening of the sp 1(; of

.sand just south of the river which, save when breached by monsoon floods, joins the
mainland with - the reef that forms the western boundary of what was proposed as
a boat harbour,.will certainly be part of any undertaking to improve the bar.
From the great rapidity with which silt has accumulated round the piles of the
pier (which was constructed under ‘orders from home I believe, but against the’
judgment of every one acquainted with the spot that I have conversed with) in*
the proposed boat harbour, gnd a little to the south of the sand spit just said, it
seems certain that if this were made permanent, the natural silting south of
it would be so rapid that, with perhaps some artificial aid, considerable reclamation
would not be difficult; and-I would recommend that attention be turned to this-
point when the subject of the bar is considered. ' : :

P. S.—As about to dispatch the above, I have just reccived from the Superin-

" tending Engineer, Government Order, Public Works Department, dated 8th instant,
No. 2037, suspending the erection of the proposed rest-house at Beypore; but 1
forward the letter as it was written in hopes it may assist towards a settlement of
the question. ' . '
.(Signed) G. A. BALLARD, \
: Collector. o

C OrDER, No. 2901, 6th August 1867, : :
Communicated to the Commander-in-Chief and Public Works Department.
2. Mr. Ballard will be furnished with copy of the Proceedings of Govern-
ment in the Military Department, No. 2418, dated 3rd July 1867. .

(True Extract.)

R

| Y 05T Ootonl,
_Qq - . Deputy Secrelary to Government.

To the Collector of Malabar, with Proceedings, No. 2418 of 1867,

,, Quarter Mastdr General. .
»» Public Works Deput%tyaﬂ%%«.l} .
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