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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
-10th August-1867.

- o

No. 268.°  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
- Judicial Department :— i

Requesting the Inspector General of -dJails to d

“report on certain points’ connected with the |

provision of Jail accommodation at Nellore for }(Here enter 5th Augzust 1867, No. 1,261.)
female conviqts, debtors, State prisoners, &e.,

&c. -
No. 269, ~ OrDER THEREOY, 10th August 1867, No. 2,444,
. : Communicated to the Superintend-
CLVIL WORKS, No 57 - || 1g Engincer of tho 2ud Diviton

- —— > ¢ ¥ Ly — =

(True Extract.) -

(Signed)J. H. M. SHAW STEWART, Major, R. E,
- Under Secretary to Government.

’ fl"o.fhe,Sppérigtendip‘g Engineer, 2nd Division, with three Ehcljomes.‘

™~

Exd. 5. T. Augustin}
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- V"Proc‘eedi.ngs of the \ladras Government, Judicial D_g:p.artment,
o 5th August 1867. .
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From the Superintending Engineer, 2nd Division, to the -Sccrctary to
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.. .8 special estimate to be prepared for the work required. . Meantime,

. Government, Public Works Department, Fort Saint George ; datgd Chmp
Vulvapadu, 2nd February 1867, No. 98. ‘

- With reference to G. 0., No. 1941, dated 21st June 1566, sanctioning an esti-
mate of Rupces 3630 for improvements to the Nellore Jail, T have the honor to
inform you that some. important modifications have since then been found to be
necessary, and I beg to forward a revised estimate for the work needed, amounting .
to Rupecs 3920, being Rupees 290 in excess of that originally submitted. .

2. The principal item of difference is the reduction of the work proposed for
' the old Jail* from Rupeces 1814 to Ru- .
" pees 665-3-0.  This I directed to bo
_ . - done, as I found, on inspecting the part -
known as the old Jail, that the building wasin a dilapidated  condition, the walls
built only of mud and stone, the roof made with old Malabar trusses, and the
rooms close, hot, and low ; and after consultation with the Medical Officer in charge
- of the Jail, and the Exccutive Engineer, it was agreed that any attempt to im prove
it was not desirable, either on the'ground of eventual economy or efiiciency, and .
~ that the erection of new buildings would be more advisable. : _
3. This scems likewise to have been the opinion of the Inspector Gencral of
Jails, and the President of the Sanitary Commission—(Vide their report of - 10th
April -1865) ; but the Committee, who
reported on the Jail on 22nd January

1866; recommended that the old Jail
should be retained, in order that more room might be sccured for ¢ Officers, State

‘ prisoners, Civil debtors, solitary and condemncd cells, lunatics, men afflicted with
“ loathsome diseases, and male and female prisoners under trial,”
4. I fully agree as to the necessity for the provision of this accommodation,

‘but the old buildings are not fit for the puﬁ)ose intended, and I beg to recommend ‘ -
that new edifices be erected. : : :

5. Should Governnient agree in the expediency of this course,

* Vide Comparative Statement wttnched,

Recorded in G, O. 635, 3rd May 1866.

I sha]l desire -

in the revised
estimate now submitted, all the items under tho head of Old Jail” have been omit-

ted, excepting the moncy cxpended on preparation of doors and windows (Rupees
- 665-3-0), the value of which will eventually be recovered.

6. As regards tho *“ New Jail,” the following arc the princi
ence between the revised estimale and that originally sanctioned :—

Faising compound wall, Rupees 439.5The J udge and the Superintendent of
‘Police both consider the present wall too low, and that it would not be difficult for
prisoners to get over it. 1 concur in this opinion, and the present estimate allows
for making the walls two feet higher than before. ‘ '

Prison labor—Rupees 700 was allowed as a deducti;)n from the formef estimate
under this head, but now only Rupees 500 has been

-entered. * There are two rea-
. L. , ‘ :
sons for so doing—Ist. Under the.present‘arrangcments for guarding convicts, a

gang of 50 men must work togcther, and conéequently much loss of labor takes
place by bringing that number to stand idly round & work on which, perhaps, only

pal items of diffcr-

B
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| 5 or 10 can possibly be employcd.—.-ﬁudly. All long-sentenced convicts are,'af tcr a § . 3. Jl.ldging from th o averago of. tho last five years accommodation for the
short time, drafted off to Salem Jail, and only short-se;ntonccd men remain, who \ L u‘nd(j.rmgntloned n}m)bcr will be required, and I request that tho Superintending
iwrobabl y' have just learnt to be usefgl as bx‘icklaygrs, tilers, &e., “‘11@ their EcTL- . ‘ . ‘Lng:-necr may be 1nstruc}ed to prepare plfms aud_ estimates accordingly. .
tences cxpire, and they quit the prison. o o o 4 r o 1« emale) ?Onf'lcts........., Y ‘
B I‘beg' here, with reference to G. O., No. 218, dated 22nd instzfnt, t? respect- | » B .Statef ,hllsoners’ I\{ales....._,,.,,, g
fully assure the Government, that both at Guntoor and Ncll'ore the Officers in chargo ‘ g N - s C,I,) o 1;} . I an<alo ........... gy ‘1
aro utilizing the convicts as much as pos;ible.’P Had no prx;rzner.st lfcen employed at . | Pj . : : s, Fe;;:l;s.,.. creesena ety 22
' stimate would have been 2000 Rupees more than 1t 1s. , . 7 n  Females...... ve e
Gunt;z;::;;;; of walls connceting dail and Cooking-yard—It was 'considor?d d(fsir- . Under-trial Pl‘lsopcrsj Males. ... 2
able to go deeper than originally proposed, in order that a more compact‘ soil might ! . ” . q,,M 1',, Females... .. i
be secured, this with additions to the new privy, dry earth, shed; and store-room, unatics, ] ‘a B 0
‘accounts for the increased quantity of masonry in the revised cstimate, and the excess . I f‘male..: I |
- of R in this ite ' ' Patients afilicted with ) Males.... 2
of Rupecs 404-6-0 in this item. . . ents afllicted with } Males.... 2
Referred to the Judicial Department. Besides these buildings, an office, two solitary cells, and a store-room are required.

The office may, I am informed, be built over the main entrance, and this will be-
more convenient than within the precinets of the Jail. The solitary cells should

~ be ten feet square and ten fect high so as to give the regulated quantity of space.
~ 4. Asthe present enclosing wall is only 11 feet high it will be well to raiso
it two feet, as surgested in"the Gth paragraph of the Superintending Engineer's letter.

(Signed) C. A. ORR, Colond, RR. E.,
E Sceretairy to Government, D. P, TV.

Sth Felruary 1867,

' Referred to the Inspecfor General of Jails for his remarks.

"Fort Ssixr Groror, - (Sigied) A.J. ARBUTIINOT,

b st oo
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: . s 9. With respect to the loss of labor said to arise from th t f
. o7 Chief Secretary.. . ) : P o arise from the system o
| 12¢h ﬂl’arclzrlpﬁ'f S ) . : L-T.n _ A S\\ fuarding, T have reason to believe that this may be obviated in a great
I\’om 51 Trom Liéﬁtcnmlf Colonel W. J. WILSON, Inspector Gensral ¢ 'QM - measure, if not altogethier, if the Oficer in charge of the works wiil place

T to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated * himself in communication with the Superintendent of Police and the Superin-

? , _tendent of the Jail on the subject,- with the view of mai:ing better arrange-

I have the honor to return the letter of the Superintending- Enginecr, 2nd ments. I have not receix:ed any complzfint on this score from Madura, Trichinopoly,

i)ivision, No. 98, dated 2nd February 1867, with enclosures. ) o -or Vellore, Tl}e Superintending En:gmecr 1s mistaken in supposing that all long-
" 9. The Committee which asscmbled at Nellore, agreeably to the Order of sentenced convicts are after a short time drafted off to Salem Jail In April 1866,

~r

Ootacamund, 25th July 1867, No. 71.

PEEI Governnient, dated 16th June 1865, No. 877, sent in their report on the 5th Febru- E 63 men were sent to.Salem becaus.e tho N:ellox:e Jail was mucih over-crowded,
£ , ary 1866, In this report they recommende the retention of the old Jail, in order - E but for no other reason ; thfa Salem Jail not being in the Nellore Circle. A transfer
0 that it might be adapted for the reception of female convicts, under-trial prisorers, 1 ., of 40 was made to Vellore in Fe’ox:uary 1867 on the same account, but these are

S debtors, State prisoners, lunatics, and persons. afflicted with loathsome diseascs, | : : . the on]y,.tfvo tl}at have been made in 1866-67. A S .
‘It was also recommended that certain incasures should be taken to imprq\je the * ‘ S ;'a. ‘ N —_— .
ventilation of the new Jail, and of the hospital; that the cooking and working yard - . ' b No.'52° ' Onbem THEREON, 5th August 1867, , No. 1261. _
should bo connected with the general enclosure by building two short walls; and that i : _ In the letter above recorded the Inspcctor General of Jails roports to Govern-
g ,

a uew privy, and a shed for dry ’earth, should be cbnstrqcte{d. These recommen-

et e 1 - dations were approved of in the Order . ]
Sulicial Department, 3rd May 1856, No. 685~ * - noted in the margin, but it is'now stated”

‘ : by the Superintending Engincer that the

b‘uildings' o'f thevold Jail arc in such aAdilqpidated condition thaf an atﬁgnxpt t.o improve

- them is not desirable, either on the ground of even_tua] cconomy or of efficiency, and

the Superintendent of the Jailis of the same opinion. Tl.xe’present reference, there-
fore, principally regards the provision of accommodation for the classes above

ment that it was intended to convert the old Jail at Nellore into a place of confine-

ment for fomale convicts, under-trial prisoners, debtors, State prisoners, lunatics,
and persons afllicted with loathsome diseases.” ‘

* .2, It's now stated by the Superintending Engineer that the buildings of the

old J ail arc in such a dilapidated condition that it would be waste of mouey to

. attempt to improve them, and the Inspector General of Jails recommends the con-

struction of entirely new buildings for this purpose: e
- 3. - Colonel Wilson at the same time states that the new Jail cannot be adapted

2
v

—

o . . i - . , : !
- "_wpecified, and as the new Jail cannot be adaptefl f or this purpose so as to en;uyi ? ; ™" for this incredsed accommodation - so as to-ensure a proper degreé of separation of
- proper degree of separation, I propose that buildings should be erected on the site H these different classes of prisoners from those confined in the ‘new Jail, ~which is
 of the presentold Jail. . . T o7 R i ] intended solely for malé convicts. ‘ o ‘ ‘
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e Pfacee(lz;ngs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

Sth August 1867.

N

4. Ttis, therefore, proposed to ercct the new buildings, on the site of the old
~ Jail. * Accommiodation is required for 52 prisoners. o B
‘ 5. The Governor in Council does not eonsider that, as the old Jail buildings
have been decided to be in sp ruinous a condition as not to admit of repairs, it will
~ be desirable to construct an entirely new set of Jail buildings on the old site. The
< old Nellore Jail was notoriously unhealthy and the soil myst from long use, with-
- out proper. drainage, have become saturated with the sewage and dirt of many years,
and there will be the risk of the new buildings proving from this cause unhealthy.
“*7 - The Inspector General of Jails will, therefore, report whether some site near the
‘ now Jail cannot be -found suitable for these buildings, or if this is not pos-
cible some site more eligible than that so long occupied by the old Jail. The"
Government are very averse to having two District Jails in one town, and request
that Colonel Wilson will explain why it is impossible to make any additions to the .
new Jail, as stated by him in paragraph 2 of his letter. '

' 6. It seems unnecessary to construct wards for two males and one female .
lunatic as the Madras Lunatic Asylum, which is in course of construction, would
give accommodation for these prisoners. ' :

" 7. The Governor in Council requests that an early report be submitted on these
* points, and regrets that the real condition of the old Jail should not have been
made known in 1866, when the Committee, of whom the Executive Engincer, Major

Ritherdon, was a member, reported };ppq these buildings. .

8. The Governor in Council concurs with the Inspector General of Jails i1 e

_ his opinion, that the loss of labor, said by-the Superintending Engineer to result
"- from the system of guarding, might be obviated in Nellore as in other places by
better arrangements being made by the Officer in charge of the works, the Super-
_intendent of Police, and the Superintendent of the Jail. It is obvious that the rule,
by which gangs are not to consist of less than 50 prisoners, cannot be made appli-
- cable to all the prison labor cmployed on works of construction, and that the strict

- . enforcement of such a rule will in some cases entail great waste of convict labor..

(True E_ifré,ct),‘ -
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