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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
1st August 1867.

No. 12. Read the following Circular from the Governmenf; of India, Public .
Works Department, ( Establishment,) dated Simla, 4th July 1867, Nof 62 :—

Eraminations in the Native languages in the Public Works Department,
Read again the following papers :—
Public Works Department Standing Order No. 70 of 1864.

e 3 e -

Onservations.—The Governor General in Council observes thgt the rules now™”

in force for examinations in the Native languages inthe Public Works Department
weré introduced in 1864, consequent on the issue of the Military Department
General Order No. 734 of 9th September 1864.

‘ 2. By these rulesitis required that, before an Assistant Engineer can be
promoted from the 2nd to the 1st Grade, he shall pass the first or lower standard

examination, and before he can be promoted to be an Executive Engineer, he shall

pass the second or higher standard.

3. The rules have for some time been objected to by various authorities as
too severe, and as havin.g unduly impeded promotion in the Engineer Establish-
ment ; but as the matter had been so recently considered and settled, it has hitherto
been deemed proper to adhere to the rules rigidly.

4. Prolonged experience and a general re-consideration of the question
however, now satisfies the Government of India that the Officers of the Public:
Works Department do not require a knowledge of the native languages of the same
Civil and Political Officers and Military Interpreters. The duties of
the last three classes of Officers sometimes involve matters of life and death, and
also require frequent intercourse with native chicfs and gentlemen. In the Public
‘Works Department matters of such grave importance do not depend on the know-
ledge of the Officer of the native languages, and his official intercourse is not likely
often to be with any native in a higher position than a contractor.

5. Ability to read, and especially to. read native accounts and letters, is, His
Excellency in Council considers, essentially necessary to a perfectly efficient
Executive Engineer to make him in some degree independent of his native subordi-
nates, and able to cope with attempts to ch.eat; but critical accuracy in reading
and writing, His Excelleney in Council considers, may well be dispensed with.

6. His Excellency in Council has accordingly been pleased to resolve that
the higher standard examination shall be altogether dispe.znsefi with in the Public
Works Department, and that the lowe.r s.tandax:d examination, or an equivalent
examination in the language of the district 1n w}nch an Officer may be employed,
be substituted for it in the qualiﬁc?,tion required for promotion to the rank of
Executive Engineer, with the addition of tests to show ability to read native

accounts and letters.
7. This standard will be considered as quite departmental, and Officers who

ass it will have the letters D. S. (Departmental Standard) affixed to their names
:n the classified list. The examination for the l?wer standard will be conducted
sndor existing rules, and the ability to -read I?a.tlve Iet.ters and accounts will be
ostablished by a report from the Superintending Engineer that he has satisfied

himself that the person examined is so capable.
8. Again, for the lower standard examination as a qualification for promotion

to the rank of Assistant Engineer, 1st Grade, His Excellency in Council is pleased -

standard as
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Ist August 1867.

to substitute an examination in colloquial Hindoostance (or other language as the
case may be) to be passed before a Committee of three Officers of the Public Works
Department asscmbled under the orders of a Superintending Engineer.,
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9. The Committee will prepare twelve questions, or short sentences, on

matters relating to the duty of an Engineer in connection with his works, which
Jdhe candidate will be requircd to troncglate at onco on their being-rcad todmim, into

. M b « A . . H
Hindoostanee (or other district language) vivd voce in a sufficient
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ly accurate manner -

to be intelligible to a native; these questions must Le sent up with the Committee’s '

certificate that they have been sufficiently well translated by th
presence of the Committee, and that the candidate has furtlicr conversed intelligi-
bly with a native workman in their presence. To this the Superintending Eni.-
neer will add his opinion of the sufficiency of the questions, and his belief? forma’ti
on personal communication that the candidate has really acquired the colloc u"vl
knowledge necessary for the satisfactory performance of hig duties, O tll ia
certificates being approved by the Local Government or Administratiox; tl g “;:0
will be cntered in the classified list to indicate that the Officer L K 1c n:iar .T
examination, and is qualified for promotion accordingly. - 45 passed this
10. Officers, who desire to do ; ..
highor standard, and will sontin, tos:,e cI:iay still go up for examination by the

for the higher and lower standard,

11. It is to be distinctly understood that th
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owing to their not having passed in the language by t]
=]

12. These rules will not affect Officers who d
from the Staff Corps, who will have to conform to th

ese orders are not to have retrospec-
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e Staff Corps test.
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Benzal. British Burma, . Orprr.—Ordered that a copy of
II\)Ior‘thl-Wcstern Provinces. | Mysore. this Resolution be forwarded to the
Contenl Provinces. (I\Iel;dti;‘lﬂ}fﬁm Ijr)cal Governments and Administra- -
Oudh. [ Rajpootana, tions ma: ginally noted, for information

and guidance.
Also, that a copy be forwarded to t!
for information,

Also, to the Military Department for information.

16 Governments of Madras and Bombay,

(Signed) €. IL DICKENS, Culonel, 1. A.,

, .
Sceretary to the Gover nient of Ind.a.

Orper THEREON, 1st August 1867, No. 2,314,
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 1.

No. 13.

. Ordered to be recorded,

. (True Extract.)
(Signed) J. II, M. SHAW STEWART Major, R E
y A or, I, ‘,
Under Sccrelary to, Gogvern"rnﬂn{

Ezd, S. T. Augustin,
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Circular XNo 62 Public Works.
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6. Iis Excellency in Council has accordingly been pleased to resolve
that the higher standard examination shall be altogether dispensed with in the
Public Works Department, and that the lower standard cxamination, or an
equivalent cxamination in the language of the District in which an Oflicer
may be employed, be substituted for it in the qualification required for pro-
motion to the rank of Exccutive Enginecer, with {he addition of tests to shew
abiity to read native accounts and letters. |

|

7. #ius stunaard will be conswdered as quite departmental, and Oflicers

who pass it will have the letters D. 8. (Departimental Standard) aflixed to
their names in the classified list. The examination for the lower standard
will be conducted under existing rules, and the ability to rcad native letters
and accounts will be cstablished by a report from the Supcrintending
Engineer that he has satisfied himsell that the person examined is so

capable. ot

8. Again, for the lower standard examinatidn as a qualification for pro-
motion to the rank of Assistant-Engincer, 1st Grade, ITis Excellency in Council
is pleased to subsitute an examination in colloquial ITindoostance (or
other language as the case may be) to be passed before a Committee of

three Officers of the PubliceWorks Department assembled under the orders
of a Superintending Enginecr.

0. The Commiitee will prepare 12 questions, or short sentences, on

1 : . . . . . FEC
matters relating to the duty of an Engincer in connection with his works,

which the candidate will e required to tramslate at once on their being
rcad to him, into Ilindoostanee (or other district language) »ivd woce in
a sufficiently accurate manner to be intelligible to a native; these questions
must be sent up with the Commitice’s certificate that they have been suffis
ciently well translated by the candidates in presence of the Committee, and
that the candidate has further conversed intelligibly with a native workman
in their presence. To this the Superintending Engineer will add his opinion
of the sufliciency of the qucstions, and his belief formed on personal com-
munication that the candidate has really acquired the colloquial knowledge
necessary for the satisfactory performance of his duties. Op these certis
ficates being approved by the Local Government or Aduwinistration, the mark +
will be enteced in the classified list to indicate that the Officer has passed
this examination, and is qualified for promotion accordingly. |

10.  Officers, who desire to do so, may still go up for examination by the
higher standard, and will continue to receive the usual Moonshee allowance
both for the higher and lower standard. |

11. Tt is to be distinctly understood that these orders arc not to have
retrospective ellect in regard to the prowotion of any Officers which may
have becn retarded owing to their not having passed in the language by the
standards hitherto in force. :
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