D MUR.0. 1—77,006—8-6-51,

(1) Number of pages— /f;

(2) Date of repair /?" = S 4?.,3

7 '8 Initials of the Referencer

P

L ‘
2

~ MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Wiadras.,

- Government of

.Gﬂ Lee toronhe DEPARTMENT.




LA b PR Sl R

IRERERARIFY KA e 4 i o - >
. : - §

G wAfE] PrRA g heareey

L R s L : © =0 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 19tk July 1867.
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e - L o ‘ SR ~ No. 468.  Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of
TR | - A ‘ India, Public Works Department, (Railway,) to the Secretary to the
CT e S S N N SO Government of Madras, Public Works Department, (Railway,), dated
S ' o ‘ o SR Simla, 7th June 1867, No. 476 R :—
1. Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of copy of Despatch No. 2 of
1867, addressed by the Government of Madras to the Secretary of State, on the
subject of damage to Railway works by the bursting of tank embankments in
LT . T o ‘ L S Zemindary estates. ’
T T T S T SRR ' ‘ 2. The Madras Government, it is observed, sets aside a recommendation of
B el o o S R : the Consulting Engineer for Railways of periodical inspections by Public Works
S . I _ - T L Officers, and expresses its fear that the only effuctual remedy can be found in actions
R T S N o L L S 5 for damages against the Zemindars by the Railway Company. ,
VLT T e TP \ I I T A l 3. The Governor General in Council is of opinion that it would be only fair
L PN T R Y T N, : and reasonable that the proprietors of land should be responsible for any harm or
S L - S : * loss which may arise from damage caused by the bursting of artificial embankments
S e S OV which they or their ancestors have constructed. If there be any doubt upon this
S e SRR : o : L SRR point, it would be well to settle the matter by legislation. | .
‘ B S S Lo 4. There are cases where the damage may arise solely from natural causes, as
S P S Y : from the action of a river, in which also some question of responsibility on the part
R T Rt S L T T | of the landholders appears to His Excellency in Council to arise. Such accidents, y
S i T oo T T R it is obvious, do not arise in the same sense as the other class, from the fault of the
N e e e T S U landed proprietors, but still they have the knowledge of the circumstances, and
LT e T T A I often the means of applying remedies which may save disasters to the public; and
T PRSI S S ol ‘ where the Zemindary is a large one, and held on a permanent peishkush, or quit-
B R ) o S . AN R . rent, the proprictor, as regards his advantageous position, stands tv a certain extont
SR T I A - PR e . in the place of the State, thatis, he cnjoys revenues which, but for his peculiar
I L PR S L D Lo e ‘ tenure, would go to the State, and in such cases it would only be fair that the respon-
FPRR S L S S oL T sibility of repairs should rest wholly or partially on him according to his circum-
R I I T AP L e L e A A stances. This also might be scttled by law.,
O T R R L 5. The Governor General in Council would not advocate that all tanks and
R f}‘; T Lo }17 SR T L S L embankments should boe placed under the control of the authorities, as this might
) ’ T -‘ 3 S , ! C s N involve large establishments, and there would be few cases where commensurate
EEEE 1 L T T S , advantage would arise. But it docs scem proper that there should be power on the
‘ L A PR -'1 G part of the Government to direct competent Officers to inspect and report on such
co L T e T e e works in the Interests of the public safety in important cases (such as tanks and
ST B A S embanked rivers in the vicinity of Railways), and that following such inspeetion
e : el SR L T T L should be executive power to the extent of gnarding from danger®arising from such
ame R T LI ST T e T ] works, and from rivers and strcams generally. There should be some means of
S P L S I T e R b T L Lo e e recovering from the landed proprietors, under due limitation, any expenses that may
SRR e PR S T s U T MRV be necessarily incurred by the Government in repairs or protective works,
L 4 , L LT e e S 6. In the Upper Provinces of India, I am directed to state, practically tho
R AR A S S T DR SR responsibility of guarding against accidents of the kind referred to, is shared De-
A P T S tween the District Engineer and the Collector. - If any disruption of an embank-
: R R E . ment, or change in the course of a river, is anticipated, these officers would consult
i together ; and if either or both anticipated danger, they would take the necessary
- , S steps for obtaining the authority of the local Government as to what might be
Poeres T - ‘fA_f\ - .proper in such case. ' ’
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