| . : R0, 1‘-47,@05-.5‘5-37, | "

X S (1) Num‘i‘:er of pages._. - . a

! | . | | i Co 4‘;’ : f. e s . k ,

g L - C (2) Date of repair——..___ . C ,
- o o ' V C (8 In;'tials of the‘ Referencer

- MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.
- Government of Madras.

‘N’:ﬂ | ' “ ' ‘ ' | ' | . | " ) ' . o “k -h ‘7 "k‘ ' : « . P "”

1 Sl . :‘ ) ’ I . T A i - " . BRI ,
S i b Cee by s DEPARTMENT. ~ . @

. . .
' . .

. Notto be folded or roughly handled

o 4« RN .

T . . o fe Ll L e . BLeY

o . 1 o ! }
"
Rl . l
! "
. .
& i
. . .
I ) o
\
! Y
.
. .
o
‘ P oy
~ .
.
! A} N 4 n
' ] .
' N
..
* A}
-
T
: 1
' T




whim e

o

A g——
—

. B
. .

T e -

ek

A o K v A RO e Iy

T

sy Y

e v e -

s

T Prpceedmgs of the Madras Government, Public Works fepartment,

- glready div

i
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e

No. 456. Read the following letter from Captain J. T FISCHER,‘ Controller of

- Public Works Accounts, to the Scerctary to Government, Public Works
Department, dated Madras, 11th July 1867, No. 1,031 :— :

1. I have the honour to return the papers which accompanied your Memo-

‘ ' | ’ randum of the 5th instant, No. 143, and

‘ , to request you will Le good enough to

submit the following remarks on irrigation in Bellary for the consideration of His

Enclosures 10.

Lordship in Council.

o2 Mr Gordon’s operations in surveying {lie Toongabuddra river projcét for
supplying the plains of that district with water, have fully confirmed those épnducted
by me in 1853 by the orders of this Government, and it appears now to be admitted
on all hands, but without one word of acknowledgment to myself, that, to get the
canal out at all, it must be taken by the Nellapore and Devalapur passes towards '
the Darojee tank ; it is after the line has reached this point, that I consider some .
doviations must be made from the proposed plan. - L

8. At present the line is being carried with a very small fall so as to
command the Town and Cantonment of Bellary, to secure a somewhat larger area .
of land for irrigation, and to be partly navigable ; this latter idea had better, for

_the present at least, be abandoned.  One object of the proposed. works is to
increase the quantity of food in the district and the adjacent territories, not to afford.

facititics for getting it out of the country:to the sea; doubtless canal or river

‘navigation affords the cheapest mode of conveyance for bulkwo posscss, but here

our object appears to me not.to be to get rid of produce, but to sccure it in the -
most economical manner possible; navigation adds imwensely to the cost of tho
contemplated works in such a country as Bellary, and here in India, where rescr-

voirs must be constructed to maintain its cfliciency throughout the year as well

ag to supply a sccond crop cultivation, I cannot think it will be advisable to

rovide for it at such a cost as is now proposcd to be incurred, and which threatens
to make the project appear impracticable. The next object is to secure a larger:
arca of land by keeping on a hicher level, this T also consider entails sacrifices
peinz made not worth the purpose ; the greater portion of the land to be irrigated
Jies on the right bank of the Huggri, but these papers do not show that any:
attempt has been made to reach them on any feasible or economical plan; the line
sclected from Darojec tank will no doubt find its way into the valley of the llindrce
in time, for it is following "much the same line I adopted in 1858, and which was
rejected for its enormous length, and this I very much fear will be the case with -
the one now in hand ; I believe, mysclf, the lands here referred to can be irrigated
pbut in another manner, but the investization of this requires to be undertaken on
other data. As regards the. supply of water to the Town and Cuntonment of
Beilary frora the Toongabuddra river, T cannot conceive it will ever be worth while
to do so at the proposed cost ; I think it would be far better to abandon the place, and
tako the station to the canal than drag this up to it at such a price ; besides I have
already shown it can be supplied by the local drainages with water, and experience
Las already in some measure confirmed this opinion, for I had beforc leaving the place
orted one large nullah into it, and only the other day General McLeod

told me this work had fully apswcred all the purposes for which we had undertaken
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repairs to the Rya Cﬂwah,‘the ryots agreed to take up all the Jands to which we
could supply water at Rupecs 5 per acre, and this was cranted to them by the

" Revenue authorities ; no sooner, however, was it ascortained that the water supply

was really good, than an attempt was made to raise the rates of assessment to Rupees
9 per acre, when the ryots at once threw up the cultivation, and I had to secek the -
intervention of the Revenue Doard to have the original compact adhered to before
the lands were cul tivated. Now, if the royots of this part of the country, who for
azes have been accustomed to irrigation, did not find it sufficiently remunera-
tive to themselves to give more than Rupees 5 per acre for these new lands, to

which the water supply was acknowledged to be good, is it probable /that the . -
pp.ople in the poorer parts of the district, who have for yearé suffered from the

 effects of famine and bad seasons, will pay within any reasonable period of time

nearly double the above rate? To fix, thercfore, the project on such culculations
is, I consider, to render the whole schem? fatile ; there is hardly a chance even after

tho lapse of years of obtaining anything like the results here contemplated, and as

faras I can julgo it is 1ot worthwhile investigating tho project further onm such

7. 1 have made this report as short as I could, and have, thercfore, -avoided
entering into the details of rates and other matters. ~One or two points, however,

" which have been omitted, may now be noted : the canal is taken with so small fall

the velocity of the water in it will be very little, and it has been observed in other
countries that unless a sufficicnt velocity is given to open channels to keep the
water fresh, people in its vicinity suffer in health. I observe it is alleged naviga-
tion is not contemplated, but the idea of connccting thesc works with those in

_ Kurnool for navigation has never been abandoned, or why adopt so low 2 velocity
" which entails so much expense. Next, as regards population to cultivate alarge area

of land, very little information appears to be available or to have been gatl_xered H
comparing the existing population of the irrigated talooks of 'T'anjore and the Goda-
very with those in the talonks proposed to be irrigated in Bellary, it would appear
there is a great deficiency in theso, and with the hizh rates of assgssment proposed
to bo levied to make the project pay, it is not very likely people will be eager to
come to the place to take up the land. "I have already, on a former occasion, sube.

. mitted my opinions regarding reservoirs on rivers rum\iug through black cotton
' 'plains, such as the ITugyri and Hindrce, and I sco no reason now for altering these,

With reference to the quantity of water required for irrigating an acre of land,

1 would beg to observe tho nature of the soil requires to be taken 1nto cons@em-
- tion in determining this for Bollary the quantities discharged by some of the

Toongabuddra channels in any of the past years, and used on the lands under them,
if carefully calculated out, might afford some data ; but in this district the water was
<o scandalously wasted, and the agricultural operations carried on in so lax a manner
by watering all the land at once, and maintaining this supply during the whole time
a crop Was down, the sced was, and is, I believe, now thrown broad-cast over the
whole arca, and the plants thinned aftorwards, instead of being grown in beds and

then transplanted, the demand made upon the supplies of water became quite extra- -

vagant and had tobe checked before any improvements in the work themselves
aganthy . | ‘ - herefor c e L
could bo offectol. In any large system of works, therefore, for this- district, t}ns

matter will require a good deal of attention.
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