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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works I)c')ﬁartmeni;
18k July 1667,

No. 446. Read the following letter from Messrs. PARRY & Co., Agents and
" Managers of the Southern India Coffee Company (Limited), to the Cliief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 3rd July 1867 :—

1. The Directors of the Southern India Coffee Company (Limited), which
is very largely engaged in the cultivation of coffee in South Wynaad, and conse-
quently deeply interested in the speedy completion of the Tambracherry Ghaut and
the other imperial lines of road which have been so long in course of construction
in that district, desire to bring to the notice of the Right Honourable the Governor
in Council, the insignificant progress that has been made on these works, more
especially the former, during the past year, and with this view they beg to subumit,
for his Lordship’s information, some extracts from a letter giving an account of the
condition ‘of the ghaut, and of the road between Lackady and the Mysore frontior at
the commencement of last month immediately before the setting in of the south-
west monsoon. This letter is from one of the principal planters in South Wynaad,
and was written in reply to onerequesting him to ba good enough to furnish full
and accurate information asto what had beea and was thea doing on the above
works. '

2. Before procecding to give these however, they trust they may be permit-
ted to point out to his Lordship some of the difficulties planters have now to contend
with in sending their crops down to the coast, and how important a question it i3
to the whole planting community of Wynaad, that the various ghauts and the roads
on the plateau connected with them, bringing the different districts into com-
munication’ with cach other, and with the ncighbouring countrics of Mysore and
Coorg, should be completed with the least possible delay.

3. At the present time the three ghauts, the Peria, Tambracherry, and Carcoor,
leading respectively from the northern, the southern, and the soutli-eastern dis-
tricts of Wynaad to the coast, are not ready for through bandy traffic. There is
somc probability, we understand, of the last named being sufficiently finished to let
coffce be conveyed along its entire length in bandies, before the close of the crop
scason 1867-68, but not the slightest chance of either of the others being equally
advanced. It is possible that the road-ways may be so far completed that a few
bandies may be got up and down, but neither of them will be available for cart
traflic to such an extent as to allow any coansiderable portion of the coming season’s
crops being sent over them on wheels.. It is evident, therefore, that the planters’
chief reliance for the conveyance of their coffee to the coast this year must still be,
as on former occasions, on the bullocks brought by the Brinjarries into the district
for this purpose.

4. Itis not easy to arrive at an accurate estimate of the quantity of coffce
grown in the three districts of Wynaad, and sent down to the West Coast for pre-
paration and shipment, but from the most reliable information we have been able to
obtain, we believe last year’s erops to have amounted to nearly 4,000 tons, of which
the greater portion found its way to the Malabar coast. This includes about 130
tons from the Ouchterlony Estates, despatched by the Carcoor Ghaut and shipped
from Calicut. .
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No. 447. Orprr THEREOX, 18th July 1867, No. 2,161.

1. The Government have perused

s CILVIL WORKS, No. 64, with much attention the foregoing

representations of the slow progress-

supposed to have been made last year on the construetion of thé ghauts and rpads
;jn Wynaad ; but, on looking to the returns of the expenditure on those works for
the period in question, and on examining the detailed description of the year’s
operations throughout that province, which has been laid before Government by
the Officer in charge of them, Ilis Exccllency the Governor in Council cannot
take the same anfavourable view as that expressed by the Directors of the Southern
[ndia Coffec Company of the result of the excrtions which have been made to
push forward those works, and to hasten the completion of all the communications
which are nccessary thoroughly to openup the country. °

9. The Government, fully appreciating the difficulties which the still imper-
foct state of the communications of Wynaad occasions the planters, have endeavoured
year by year to make as largo assignmeonts for the improvement of those communi-
cations as the urgent claims of cqually important districts would allow; and so long

.s those appropriations can be shown to have been worked out with care, and with

. an intelligent view to the progressive advancement of the final object of providing

Wynaad witha complete system of roads withina reasonable period of time, there
appeats to Iis Excellency in Council to be little real ground of dissatisfaction, Of

for complaint. There is nothing before Government to show that, considering the
vory great obstacles which the deficiency of labour, the scarcity of materials, and
the nature of the climate oppose to the progress of all public works in Wynaad, either

tLe attention of the Officers cmployed on those works has been misdirected, or the

sposal misapplied: It must be remembered that, at the instance

money at their di
construc-

of the planters, the Government consented to undertake the simultaneous
tion of three new ghauts and the large extent of road which is required to lay open
the whole of the plateau ; but this course, which, in the opinion of many, Was one
of questionable expediency, having been entercd upon, His Excellency in Coun(:,il,
making allowances for all the diffculties which the Executive Officers have met with
in collecting labour and in being disappoin’ped of the assistance which t}.ley had the
expectation Leld out to them of obtaining from local con‘m:actors, and., seeing that the

year’s expenditure® foll little short of the
large assignment,} camnot but think that
the progress should be considered satisfac-
tory, notwithstanding that the apparent
pening the Taumbracherry ghaut, is not such as to meet the

# Rupees 1,47,549.
t Raupees 1,50,208.

cosult, especially towards o : .
cmergent necossities of the planters for transport for their coming Crops. Opera-
te)

tions on the Tambracherry Ghaut were much retarded by sickness in the usua'lly
healthy season of the year, from August 1866 tc_> J anuary 1867, and by the ralns
oxtending to a very late period and thereby detaining .labqurers below the ghauts ;
but itis to be hoped that, with the increased efforts which will be made, the ghaut
will be opened to @ width sufficient to enable it to be made use of by carts by the

end of 1863. : :

i
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