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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
11tk July 1867. F

No. 274. Read the following Petition from Mr. T. SPURR, late Overseer in the
Department Public Works in the Coimbatore District, in continuation
of his Petition to Government, dated Caroor, 10th June 1867 ; to the
Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated Caroor, 27th
June 1867 :—

1. That your petitioner having received, on the 17th June 1867, a copy of
the Proceedings of Government, in the Public Works Department, dated 8th June
1867, No. 165, begs leave to respectfully lay before Government the following reply
to the several charges specified in the Superintending Engineer’s letter, No. 42,
therewith published :—

1. In stating, paragraph 3 of his letter, that the Joint Magistrate of Coimba-
tore altered the decision arrived at by him in Court without taking fresh evidence
in the case, the Superintending Engineer represents inaccurately the proceedings
of the Joint Magistrate, who only altered his decision after fresh evidence had
been taken in the case.

2. The charges alluded to in paragraph 4, of your petitioner falsifying his
cash-hook, made by the Range Officer, but not insisted on by the Superintending
Engineer, are entirely groundless, your petitioner having made no entry in his
cash-book of any sum rot actually paid. The circumstance that led the Range
Officer to make such allegation, your petitioner explained to the Superintending
Engineer, but that letter was refused, because your petitioner failed to send it through
the Range Officer. That explanation your petitioner forwarded to Government
with his petition dated 10th June 1867.

3 . If in asserting, paragraph 4, that your petitioner had private dealings
with a Contractor, the Superintending Engineer intends only to affirm that your
petitioner advanced money to a Contractor, at his own risk, for the purpose of
expediting Government work, your petitioner pleads guilty to the charge; but if
he means that your petitioner had such dealing's with the Contractor in any measure
for his own advantage, your petitioner humbly denies the charge; henever having
had any dealings with the said Contractor, but for the purpose of hastening on the

v

public work.

4. In assuming, paragraph 4, that your petitioner did demand and receive
per-centage, the Superintending Engineer does 50, not only despite the decision of the
Joint Magistrate of Coimbatore, but altogether without proof. The Magistrate’s
decision may not, at first sight, appear so decided as might be wished, but it will
appeat more so if it be borne in mind the decision was arrived at without any effort
on the part of your petitioner to rebut by cross-examination prosecutor’s witnesses,
or adducing his own; your petitioner solicited the Joint Magistrate to postpone
the hearing of the case, so as to enable him to obtain legal advice and bring forward
his witnesses, who were then unable to attend ; this adjournment your petitioner
was denied, and finding the evidence for the prosecution so uniform that it was
evident there was conspiracy, your petitioner therefore reserved his defence, till
he should be tried in the High Court, that he might then avail himself of legal
advice. The Superintending Engineer has, therefore, no grounds to affirm that it
was to cover his offence, that your petitioner asserted that he made an advance to

the Contractor at his own risk.
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5. With reference to his writing: to the Superintending Engineer disrespect-
fully of his Range Officer. Your petitiotler acknowledges the imPrOpriety of his
conduct, and regrets it ; but throwing himself on the mercy of Government your
petitioner humbly trusts the following facts will be deemed very materially t:) miti.
gate his offence: 1.—Your petitioner was suspended for carrying out (as he is
prepared to swear) the Range Officer’s express orders, 2. ~The Range Officer
accused your petitioner of not presenting his cash accounts in time, althgurrh o
petitioner (as he can prove by eye-witnesses) had on the same day prese;te()ir hlfr
- accounts punctually to the time appointed. 3.—Although the Range Officer h xsl

received, as he alleges, frequent complaints of corruption againgt y:ur ot ac
he did not even take departmental notice of. them, by Way of warning ¢ I;omfonex:,
tioner. 4.—That your petitioner was required by his Range Ofﬁ;r to p pett
his reply to the chargeslaid against him witl :
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7. Inparagraph 3 your petitioner is said to have failed to oy
- from the charge of peculation to ‘e Superintending

reference to this statement your petitioner begs respectful]
before the Government: 1.—The Superintending E
your petitioner, either ozally or in writing
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}tto lay the fonoctlon In
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8. In paragraph 5 the Superintending Enginecr observes ; « I L
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in evil co in the same paragraph,
i evil courses, made in t : :
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