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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
4th July 1867.

No. 109.  Read the following letter from the Acting Superintending Engineer,
' 1st Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Camp, Dowlaishweram, 12th June 1867, No. 75 :—

1. I have the honour to repé}t that I consider that the condition of the Coringa
bay claims the serious attention of Government, and recommend that immediate

i steps be taken to close the head of the Coringa river at Yanam.

9. The chief characteristics of the bay, its advantages, and defects, have been
s0 often dilated upon, that I need only now remark that the ‘silting up of the head
of bay is making rapid progress ; the anchorage consequently is forced gradually
away to the north-west, and the communication between Cocanada and the shipping
rendered each year longer and more difficult.

3. Whether or not Cocanada will eventually have to be abandoned, and a port
oper{ed out higher up the coast ig at the present time a subject chiefly of local interest ;
but it is of the utmost concern to the Government, merchants, and the people of this
part of India, that a port somewhere in the neighbourhood, and ‘not worse than
Cocanada now is, should be preserved, and it is of still wider interest that the only
{horoughly protected anchorage on the Fastern Coast should not be gradually

obliterated,

4. 1 cannotstate that the anchorage iz deteriorating, it is certainly moving to
the westward ; whether the deep water, protected by Hope Island, is in course of
being increased or diminished in extent is not known; it is most important that
accurate observations should be taken to ascertain whether Hope Island is extend-
ing in aline parallel to, or gradually closing in upon the permanent non-deltaic
coast line, in either case the great object to be accomplished would appear to be to
Jdirect the mouths of the Godavery to the south of Hope Island.

5. Schemes for improving Coringa bay have so often been submitted to
Government, and laid aside for want of funds to carry them into execution, that I
ghould not now consider it my duty to re-open the question, did it not appear that
we have arrived at a period when funds for public works will be supplied more

~ Jiberally than heretofore ; moreover, the work I now propose does not call for a large

¢

expenditure.

6. 'The Coringa river, bifurcating from the Godavery at the French settlement

of Yanam, is the most westerly branch that empties its silt-laden waters into the
bay, and therefore in pr?portion to its size does the most harm ; this river has much
decreased in magnitude, it was in all probability at one time the main stream. Yanam
wasg once @ flourishing port. Coringa a still larger port, whence frigates have
peen docked and repaired j both places are now far advanced in their decadence, the
Jead at Yanam is gradually silting up, and the water over the Coringa baris steadily

ghoaling- ‘
7. At Yanam, at low water, there is but a narrow channel with a maximum

. depth of only three feet, though of course during the freshes, the head of this branch

being broad, a large vol ume of water is drawn off from the Godavery.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gonernment, Public Works Department,
p 4th July 1867,

8. The cost of closing the head would perhaps be about Rupees 10,000, for

another Rupees 15,000 the bank channel could be carried across, and thercby 6,000
acres of land be irrigated.

e ————
b

No. 110. Orper TnEREOY, 4th July 1867, No. 1,001,
. d.
CIVIL WORKS, No. 14. L .In July 1863 the S.u}.wc‘rmtcn‘
: ing Engincer of the 1st Division sub-

mitted an extensive project to prevent
. the further silting up of the Coringa bay and for the impro\'emcnt of the port of

Cocanada. The measures by which this was to be effected were, the compelling of the
main river by means of embankments to confine its discharge to tho mouth imme-

diately to the north of Hope Island, and the closing of all those Lranches which,
discharging northward of that Island into the bay of Coringa, carried with their
lood waters vast quantities of silt which, settling, gradually diminished the depth
of water in thebay. Of these branches, the chief is the Coringa river, or tho strcam
which, taking off from the Godavery at Yanam, !

Cori flows into the head of tho bay,
past Coringa. :

2. After the fullest consideration, the project was rejected by the Govern-

ment not only on account of its magnitude and expense, but also, and more directly,

* on the ground that the situation of Cocanada, in the ncighbourl’mod of the mouths
- davery, is unfavourable for the formation

or maintenance of a good harbour under any reasonablo outlay, and that any
attempt to improve it must be unsuccessfyl 50 lon ;

: asthe G inucd to
carry into the sca the large volumes of alluving, g odavery contin
h its flood waters,

of a great delta forming river like the Go

3. In the report recorded at theh

ing Engineer brings to notice the progress which is Lot
! ch i it
of the head of the bay and the consequ g mudein the e
Cocarada, but his statements do not

a t .
knowledge of the present conditioq of bbeat tobe founded upon any very preciso

the .bay or of the anchorage, and the Govern-
mat ”
their views of the great diffculty, if o 10n before them, be expected to chango

of attempting to arrcst 8
advance of a deltg 8C

are withi : .
that they would be justified in’ diver n their reach; an

for carrying outan undertakipe havit;:gff:o'r:) C;!.'tainly fymunerative works, funds
C ' ou g or 1ts object the q ing
an 1mprovement of the port of Cocgn J ebotful resalt of effecting
iprov : anada, or of preserving : i ; its
deterioration has become Inevitable as the conscq\in:r:;qf b fo{.a time when 3t
. o | € $ position,

4. Holding these Opinions, the Gover l
outlay of any public mope

¢ nment ar i o
R ¥ 10 closing the } © ot disposed to encourago tho
to divert its waters from

1ead of the Coringa riv e order
the bav- . ninga river solcly in ordc
- work, which, dosignod o ay; but,if the head of thy

the ¢ t river can bo closed by a
situated to the eastward meebof{lnve)’amie of water for 4, o irrigation of lands
Governor in Council will be ladt tobemzﬁcxal and remunerative, His kxcellency the
R favourable consideration ang take a project embracing both purposes into

L Y desires that the Acting Superintend-

and submp;
it such g schemo for inscrtion in thonext

3 .t .
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P

blic Works Department,
1 the Madras Government, Pu
Proceedings of .

P

B d(y t t n w w “le (Hl“,.lllg Oﬂ
repor lng 1 1 1 the COlleCtOl‘, hether :
u (5} P 1 1 commumcatlon lth )
C’ 1 riv;r from the ma-in stream Of the GOdavery Wlll be una,ttended Wlt:h
Of the ormga.

i tage.
any disadvantas (True Extract.)

(Bigned) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. ) OW

Secretary to Goveruuents

To the Superintending Engineer of the 1st Division.
)

Exd. S. T. Augustia. '
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