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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Woiks Department,
| ' 26k June 1867.

. > No. 547. Read the following letter from the Special Executive Eng.ineer,

Wynaad, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,
) dated Vythery, Luckady, 17th June 1867, No. 215 :— -

1. Iregret to have to report the occurrence of an accident on the Carcoor
Ghaut on the 1st instant, which was attended with fatal result.

. 2. I beg to annex copy of Lieute-

: * No 9 of 11th June 1867. nant Coningham’s letter,* reporting the

accident, and copy of evidence given by A§sistant Apothecary Wade, who examined

the body.
« T have the honour to submit the following report of a fatal accident by

¢ plasting, which occurred on the 1st instant, on the Carcoor Ghaut works. The

¢« delay in submitting the report is to be attributed to my not having received the

‘ ¢ copies of the depositions, taken at the Inquest by the Sub-Magistrate of Goodaloor,

« 1] the evening of the 7th instant. The papers submitted to me were in Malyalum,
tg trar;slation has been made in my Office, these papers I also enclose.

« About four weeks ago I sent down a small gang of four blasters in charge

« of the cooly Singaree to the 15th mile, Carcoor Ghaut (7th mile from Nadigany).

g of blasters were working under Mr. Crowe’s superintendence, at

with an experienced blasting Maistry. The man Singaree was an

and was picked out by the blasting Maistry himself as a safe

¢« The main gan
s the 11th mile,
‘ ¢t o1d hand at boring,
‘ ¢ person to fire the charges.

¢« He had been firing the charges successfully for three weeks when this sad

«¢ gecident occurred. . ‘
¢« The * Writer” Maistry Cundasawmy, in charge of the coolies in that section

« of the ghaut, did not understand tamping and firing the charges, or I should have
« directed him to superintend the blasting. He was absent at the time the accident

« gccurred, supenntendmg work elsewhere.
« From inquiries I made on the spot, the accident appears to have occurred

¢t in the following manner ‘—
« About 11 o’clock 4.3, on Saturday the 1st instant, the holes which had
« heen bored were tamped and fired by the cooly Singaree, one charge did not go off;
«« they waited about twenty minutes (I think they must have waited quite as long, as
¢ some Stone Wudders who were working close to the rock blasted had re-commenced
« work), the hole was only one and a half feet deep, and the fuze was Bickford’s
<t patent fuze, which burns at the rate of from five to six feet in three minutes. The
« man Singaree then, although advised not to do so, commenced boring the tamping
¢t gut with his jumper, having first poured a ht.tle water into the hole ; he was advised
¢ to pour plenty of water, k.mt apparently did no-t do- 0, a3 he said that it would
8 splash the tamping over him. He had been boring in this manner for about ten
x ¢ minutes, when the charge blew off, tor.e a l.arge .ﬂesh wound, bare to the bone, in
« Singare o’s right thigh, and cut a deep mcmor} right in the centre of his forehead ;
e Stone Wudders, who were working there, also received some slight
but of no consequence; in fact it was a miracle that no further
d. Information was brought to Sergeart Crowe (Talook Overseer),
ding work at the 11th mile, by one of the borers named
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