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Read the following papers :—

\

No. 530. From the Inspector General of Police, to the Secretary to Government
Public Works Department, dated Madras, 17th May 1867, No. 834. ’

" g A

o~
1)

“

1. I beg your attention to the accompanying correspondence on the subject
of the Police huts at Mercanum.

2. Iinspected them mysclf wlale in process of constiuction, and had the
Range Officer’s attention drawn to the subject. Ile neglected to prevent the use
of di~gracefully bad materials, and already the buildings are almost uninhabitible
and will shortly be in runs. )

N\ B ap

——

e

’ From the Acting Deputy Inspector General, Southein Range, to the Inspector General, M. Police
dated Camp at Tanjore, 13th May 1867 ’

1 I have tlie honour to forward, for such notice and ordcrs 88 you may deem necessary, a

report from the Assistant Superintendent of Police, South Arcot, regarding certam huts built by
the Department Public Works for the Police at Mercanum  From this report you will see that the
huts are almost, if not quite, unmnhabnable ; and that the Assistant Supeinintendent is of opin.on

" tkat the damage done to the buts has been caused by the bal workmaunship of the department 7 {

tLat built the huts
. 2 Attached are copies of two letters, one dated 14th April 18G6, and the other 16th July 1866, u(
'

N

" from the Supcrmtendent of Police, South Arcot, to the Range Officer of the Engineer’s Department,
Vv who was constructing the huts. Fiom these letters you will see that the attention of the latter
Ofcer was called to the inferiority of the mateiials being used by the Overseer in the first letter

- before the huts were completed, and m tho gocond when they were handed over to the Police. The r

Superiutendent of Polico erred 1 receiving over the Luts 1n the state they were, but he was led ;

to do so doubtless from the great necessity there was for getting the Constables under cover, and l

?

{

‘

{

i

h because he thought that some attention would have been paid to his letter to tho Rango Officer
1 under date 16th July 186G

——

-

From the Assistant Superintendent of Police, South Arcot, to the Superintendent of Police, Soutir
Arcot, dated Tindevanum, 24th Apul 1867, No. 5.

1. Ihave the honour to report, for your mformation, that I have to-day inspected the Tolice

huts at Shegal and Cundadoo Salt stations built, I believe, last year by the Public Works Depart-

ment
9. 1find these huts to be in a very rumnous stite, but few of them are habitable ; the tiles
pot bung half burnt have freely admitted the rain, which has run on to the top of the walls, large
portions of which have been washed away I should say that if these huts are left 1n their present
state till th2 next monsoon, a considerable portion of the roof will fall Jn.
3 I have carefully exammed these huts, and find the portions of the walls washed away has .
ain beating from the outanle, but by the excessive leakage of the roof.

N~
hd N

L

been caused not by ther

e, South Arcot, to the Sub-Lugunecr, 2nd Range, dated Cudda-
lore, 1Cth July 18u6, No 43J.

1 bave the honour to acknowledze the receipt of your letter, No 33, dated 26th June 1866,
to infurm you that I have 1aspected the huts anl taken chat ze of them, but I shall feel obliged
;g the Maistry or Overacer to look at the L.ling which appears to me to have been

¥rom the Superintendent of Polic

g m - - - - »
Rl —re— P e g T A

e

and

by your ditect

yory carclessly pub on.

cndent of Police, South Arcct, to the Sub-Engineer, 2nd Range, dated
Cudlalore, 14th Apr1 1866, No 233

[SRa—

From the Supenint

- R W T —

1 Under instruction from the Inspector Generel of Tolice, I beg to draw your attcntion to

{La tiles whuch are being collected for the huts at Shegal, they are many of them of very mierior
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qrility and nat ha'f Larned,

and the Inspactor General fuars that if thev bLe uscd, the frst heary
burst of weather n o' '

Fdestroy pamlers of them.,

o I I h )

3 am also directed to po
the Line of huts as Cun
privacy for the men, n
direrting (hat ¢

‘ot to yuu that the parition walls between the diffirent rooms in
d1doo do not zo might up to the roof; unless this 1s done there will be no
or indee |, would there houscs be safe I shall therefire feel ot Lized by your
152 walls be continued up ta the rosf before the Luildings are harded over to me

——

uperintending Eagineet of the 5th Division for report.

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, . E,
Secrelary to Government.

.Refcncd tothe 8

2lst May 1807,

No 33t. E-dorsement of the Superintending Enginecr, 5th Division, dated Cudda-

‘ lore, Tth June 1867, No 48.

From the A:siatant Lnzineer, No. 2 Range, South Arcot, to the Supcrintehding
Lngineer, 5th Division, dated Tindevanum, 5th June 1867, No 17,

In reply to your Memorandum No. 171, dated 22nd May 1867, I have
the honour to inform you that I have
inspected the two blocks of Police huts
at Mercanum, and beg to submit the
following remaiks.

1.

1 Eﬂi'iors?mcnt of Government on the Inspector
enerai 8 letier wit s fonr enclosure 3, 1eturned

(3] . .
<. In D.comWxr 1864, the Sunerintendent of Police requested me to forward

him an estimate for the cunstruction of two blocks of lLuts, one at Cundadoo and
oneat Shegal, with mud walls, tiled roof, projecting well over the walls, but no
verandah - Dach bloek to consist of 15 huts, of dimensions given.  An estimate of
Ruapees 1,330, or Rupees 46 per hut, was submitted, sanctioned in due course, and
the work completed 1n Apunl 1866, The sites for the huts were sclected by the
Assistant Saperintendent of Police. My opiuiou as to the huts themselves, or the
sites for them, was neither ashed for, nor given,

3. The work was done on contract. Mud walls eight feet high and two fiet
thick, with a Malabar roof, covered with pan-tiles, and a door and a window for
each hut. The contractor had to cart clay for the walls three niiles, ung tiles for
the roof from a much greater distance, The tiles were of the o1din ry Ling used
in the willages, not of the first sort certainly, for they cannot be made withiy 4
reasonable distance, but they were not bad.  Owing to tho coloyr of the (1
some appeared to be only half burned  The best materials procurable at .o 11 ’
were used on these huts, and the partition walls between eg(], room w ‘ }n-l -

H cle ¢ v
up to the top of the roof, as requested in a letter fiom the Supermtende, t ;l()an 1ed
c . 1t o

4. The block of huts at Cundaduo is built near the west | L
water, near the high road, and near to the syl pans. The } I\):m ‘
on high ground, overlooking the pans at that place, and Uc] at S]

roximity between huts and pan > o = proha
P ty pans may have led to 5 selection

5. Duing a heavy monsoon the lyw ground ne
Last November the water rose up to tyo feet al)
and the occupants had of cours

ground, and not liable to be affet

olice.
of the back.
tegal stands
Uy u desire for
of the groun.

ar the back-wate
ove the floor;
¢ to vacate, The huts a

n »
4 w.th water from below, Stiil the two sites

r13 submerged.
7 of the Police
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C‘ P-rocecrlmgs of Z’z_e_:?[arlz a¢ Gorernment, Public Woirks Department,
. 25¢L June 1867. .

are decidedly unswitable for structures of this kind.  There is nothing between the
open sca and these two blocks of huts to break the force of the north-cast monsoon.
In such exposed situations, mud walls and a common roof without verandah can
have little chance of safety. Oalooking over the places, I found that the wind
and rain we had last year acting under the eaves, had displaced many of the tiles,
making the roof a sorb of a siove, and had damaged the walls in places, not many,
7 .

Not more than one-half of the hats are now habitalle under rain, and another
monsoon would bring them all down if left as they are

- 5. I had the contiactor with me during the inspection, and although I don
Llamo the man in any way, yct he offers, at his own cost, to repair damages in the
walls, and to make the 100f watecitight by fh(? 20th of next month. This offer has
been accepted. All these huts would be a hittle safer if they h.ad verandahs z.mll
round ; still even with this protection they would not be sufiiciently sub.stantml
for the exposed positions they oceupy. It would be ]?etter, far better, tcf build rew
blocks of huts in a more sheltered situation.  More suitable at the same time for the
comfort and real necessity of those who have to occupy them, th:}n to expend
more money on the present lot. All the materials could be used agair, except the

mud walls.

————

Suhmitted to Government, with 1eference to their endorsement of the 21st
May 18CT ou a letter from the Inspector Geneial of Police.
(Signed) E. A. FOORD, Lieut.-Colonel, R E,
) Superintunding Engincer, 5th Division.

o, 532, Orpre TRERCON, 25th June 1867, No. 1,353.
No.

1. These papeis have refcrence
[ CIVIL WORKS, No. 63.

to certain Police huts which were con-
structed in 1866 at Mercanum in the
South Atcot District on an estimate of Itupees 1,330 sanctioned 1n G. O. No. 1,399
of the 23rd May 1865.

9. The Inspector General of Dolice represents that owing to the use of bad
materials the huts are now “almost uninhabitable and will shortly be in ruins,”
wlile the Range Officer explains that the fulure is attributable to the style of
puildmy being unsuited to the exposed situation selected foi the huts, and to the*
1ior materials provided for in the estimate.

-

vory i.lfC
3 3. Solong as buildings for the accommodation of the Police continue to bs
constructed of the ordinary and perishalle materials which are now constantly
employed. the Government must be prepared for carly and repeated expenditwmo
fur repairs
4. The Government cannot, however, exoncrate Licutenart Graham from the
(harge of serious neglect in perm.ittmg huts to be erecto-d in a position lmble. to be
inundated, and others ina site sei xouf‘ly exposed to the act lon of.the weather, without
reporting these material inconveniences f:or the consideration of: Govelr}ment.
Nor can Licutenant Graham be excused in regard to the n.mtcrml used in the
construction of the huts, which must have.bee.n })ad even in refex:ence to the
catogory 1o which they belong, for otherwise it is not to be credited that the
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ntractor would show s h titude in the repair of the buildings. The b @do 7/
g:ovemmenf. while signi?yir?l;ctheri):l'rﬁglless(ure l;o Luiﬁztig Graham, sanction the . : dé !é / / ‘ % ﬂ’d/ W %‘M&ﬂﬁ
temporary repair of these buildings without the construction of verandahs, and will A / . -
take into consideration the erection of more sabstantial habitations in a proper /;‘7 J /%me /4,4:,;
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