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Proceedmgs of the AIadras Government, Publw IVorLs Deparzm,m -
28th May 1867,

No. 689. : " Read the followmcr letter from the Actmrr Supermtendmw Ellglnecl

- 4th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Dcpm tment,

. dated Madras, 17th May 1867, No. 790 :—
1. Government in their Order of the 29th April 1867, No. 1 238 approved

and sanctioncd an estimate from the current Reserve under *¢ Civil Bu11dmg~ w o

I

amounting to Rupees 720, for thc constructlon of a seml-terraced roof over the}' L

- dome of the chancel of Saint (xeorge s Cathedral.

2. The Supcrmtendmg Engineer proposed this method of arresiing ‘i:he dam ). -
ness in the walls and ceiling, at the suggestion of the Trustees, though I have
_ reason to believe he had his doubts as to the propriety of er cctmrr this* secoucl roof

~ . for very much the same reasons as I beg to adduce below.

3. I madea further careful examination of the building. Owing to the chance]

of the Church having been added within the last few years, an’ unequal - settlemcnti |
took place, and cracks have shown themselves in the crown of the groyned archeg
- and in portxons of the wall.” Ido not thmk these very serious, thouwh Ido hesﬁcate\

on being called upon to add another roof on - top, and so increase the tendcncy of

‘the walls to settle, The present roof, also, 1s composed of groyned arches, spring.

ing from semi-circular ones of considerable spa.n, ‘and, though the cstunate allowed
of supporting the new roof on the arches on account of the saving of expense, a

better and safer method would be to put tovether flat trusses stretchmg from outer - -

e ;{ j.wall to outer wall, a mode of construction, ¢ owing to the great span, “which would,‘
mvolve much dlfﬁculty and cons1dcrable outlay in its execution.

4. In my letter to Colonel Boileau of the ‘14th’ December last forwmd1ncv3.
the plans and estimates, I stated as follows : % L am inclined to thmk it would Le -

¢ preferable to re-asphalte and otherwise repaxr the present roof, as great add1t10nal

- % weight will now be added to that on the walls which are already sho“ ing signs
S of scttlement,” but the Supormtendmg Encrmeer thoutht it better to send on the |
‘ estlmate for sanctxon as it now stands. -~ : ‘
TR | bew therefore, for the abovo reasons, Government wﬂl allow me to hold .

the sanction in abeyance, if not, to cancel the grant alto«cther, and to revert to,
the original proposal and evperlment of asphalting the prcbent roof: ' T he outlay

. will be comparatwely trifling, about 50 Rupces.  There appears to have been

too much sand in the composxtxon latcly put on, but with more care in its applica-
tion, I think that we shall succeed " better, causing fewer cracks in the work, and

" that effectual measures way be taken before thc rains to stop fur thcr signs of dﬂmp-

" ness in the cellmcrs AT -.: "

T thc ‘§upe1mtendm" Eno'meer 4th Dmsxon. e )

No. 610. . oan rmenzoy, 25th May 1867, No. 1,603,

Under the circumstances cxplamcd ,

the Acting Superintending Enrrmeer
R : s authorlzcd to inake the experimént
proposed in parawraph 5 a.nd to hold in aboyance the sanction which was accordcd_

" inthe Procecdmvs of Governmont of the 20th ultimo, No. 1,238,

' (True Extract.)’ - ,
(Slgned) CHARLES A ORR, Cclonel R. E
o Secretarg tq G'ovemment.

a

Contmllcr of Public Works Accounts
A Accountant Geneml
,, Ecclesiastical Department

| Exd. 5. T. Augustia.
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