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; ) f‘v& ) © Proceedings of th;ll adras Government, Public Works Department,
| “ 18th May 1867. :
§ ‘No; 453, -~ Read the following letter from Mr. P. ORR, to the Secretary to

Government, Department of Public Works, dated Madras, 4th May 1867 :—

1. T take the liberty of addressing Government in reference to its Order of
the 5th March 1867, No. 662, regarding the lighting of the Fort with gas, in
connection with extract of letter submitted by me from the promoters of a Com-
pany, now under formation, and to whom _Government has already granted the
cxclusive right of erccting gas works in Madras.

Lot bt o AR e da

“ “ 9. Waiving any right based on the concession already given, I am’ desirous, )
on bohalf of the promoters of the Company, of calling the attention of Government
to the following circumstances of the case. The promoters or Company engage to
introduce gas into Madras, leaving Government and the Municipality at liberty to |
take their gas or not, as they please.

3. It must be plain to all who have given the subject any consideration, that
the lighting of Madras with gas will never give any lucrative return for capital
’ invested, evenif Government and the Municipality were to give all the support in
their power, and although the Company in their proposition leave it to the option
: _ of Government and the Municipality to take or not the gas, I have no doubt that
they fully expected that Government and the Municipality would use their gas.
Tadeed, it secms to me clear that a Gas Company in Madras would require all the

roasonable support which Government, the Municipality, and the public can give
T | - | - it, to make 1t pay ;- without these supports it must fail. :

4. May I not then suggest, for the good of all concerned, for favourable
y consideratiodn , that Government re-consider the Order above alluded to, and make
a propositio‘ﬂ to the Company under forn}ation. Thaf; Government will hand over
their gas works in the Fort, for completion, on certain conditions. Say, that the
yequircments of Government in Fort Saint George in the completing of gas lighting
; ~ thore and in the General Iospital be the first and sole object of the Company’s
attention until it is completed, and that. the commencement shall be as much
before the monlh of December ensuing™® as possible.

5. 1 should think, ander such conditions, Government would get their work
donc sooner than in any other way they could adept. The only, other modo of
procedure I can suggest, would be for Government to advance the funds to
proceed with the work immediately, }111der certain arrangements, thus there need
Le no delay in the matter. |

6, If Government co‘uld:decidc on any of these modes of action, and woul

th'at wo could have a piece of the ground beyond Mr. Laybourn’s Bakery”
?ZZa sits for the works, a considerable impulse would be given in facilitating a

measure which will tend generally to 1mprove Madras.

aTep MEWR

S . - N R V L - No. 434. Orpzz THEREOX, 18th May 1867, No. 1,502.

x . : . S ~ ' 1. Recognising the necessity of
thoroughly lighting the buildings within
the Fort with gas as speedily as possible
- for tho benefit of the garrison, the Government are not disposed to allow further
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# Docember is the month they must begin on conditions of the concession,

o




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
18tk May 1667,

delay to be incurred by re-opening negotiations with the proposed Gas Company for
completing the works ; but should the Company be at any time lereafter in a position
to take over those w orLs on fair terms, Iis Exccllency the Governor in Council
will be prepared to give any proposals to that effect Lis favourable consideration.

2. The Collector of Madras is requested to expedite the report called for in

the Order of the 2nd instant regarding the picce of ground bLeyond Laybourn’s
BaLery

(True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, RR. E.,

Secretary to Governmeal.

To Mr. P. Orr.

To the Collector of Madras.

Superintending Engincer, 4th Divisiod.
Public Department.

Military do.

Superintendent Government Gas Works.
Municipal Commissioners.
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