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No. 401. " Read the following lotter fron Sani ‘
g om the Sanitary Commissi ‘dras
’co~ the Sec.retary to Government, Public Works Departmerslltmziertf?lr s
o7th April 1867, No. 63 :—  dated Madras

1. I have the honour to acknowl

, ’ edge the Proceedings of G 3

Works Del.)artment,. dated fith April 1867, in which I Zm callz(‘;emment’ ‘Publ'm

upon what information I made a statement, contained in a Report sslﬁ)rcx):'ltttodel};plam
itted by me

to Government on the 13th September 1866, on the condition of parts of the Sal
e Salem -

and North Arcot Districts, where distr
. , istress, caused b i .
rains, had been most severely felt. ’ y the failure of the ordinary
9. This statement was to the eff :
. . ect that advantag
regular intervals accorded between seasons of scarcityoi(:l Slllzgig I;B tatien of tre
, for the careful

examination and execution Of projects ha ing 1
vin fOI' the obj
5 1r bJeCt the storac i
orage of wate
e T
?

and the general improvement of the irrigation in distri
gation in districts most expo ;
posed to periodi-

cal drought.
I further mentioned that in both the districts '
L then recently visi

Noith Arcot, much remained to be done in this respect aﬁd)':h:ts 1:}?(1’ Salc[? and

.Re.cor(.ls of the Boax:d of Revenue, and of the Public \Vo’rks Depart ero st In the

irrigation ?vorks which, if they had been executed, would not onlp }rlamerlx)t, Pla.ns of

nerative, but would have this year made the serious failur{; ofv:a'een hlg,;‘hly
: In resu't in

remus
only a partial instead of an entire loss of crops.

. .3, 'This statement would appear, from the correspondence which forms part
part .

o Proceedings of Government, to have caused considerable surprise both
oth to

of thes

the Board of Revenue and to the Public Works Department. These d

deny the existence of any such plans. It is not stated, although this is :Ezr :]‘:iltlfs
° atter

gestion and of importance, whether work . )
part of my Report, to which exception is taken, are srei;fik:e? iirfzhgzzc‘?bec.l in this
whether from the nature of the country they are feasible. istricts, and
4. I beg to point out that the remarks contained in my report h

Arcot and Salem Districts were necessarily of a general nature; m °_n.t e North
districts was limited in duration to about three weeks, and m, t?’ visit to ‘these
occupied in visiting the parts of the districts which We;' o suffo 1.5; n«ime was wholly
fiom the distress caused by the drought, and in organizing, un derat hmqst seve?ely
of the Government and in communication with the dist:i’ct offi e instructions
of relief which scemed most urgently necessary. ' cers, the measures
5. Under these circumstances I could only hope to give to Gov

I stated in my report, a faithful impression of the condition of the ar((); e?n‘ment, as
as could be received during a rapid tour. Nothing however Ise '1118tmts' such
more deeply impressed upon my mind, both by the :spect of tk:e :tl affirm, was
on of the local officers, than that much of the miser :untlrg’ and by
faxlure.of. the. scasons, would be greatly mitigated l})r, t;Su ing frme
ks .of irrigation. These works were spokez of no}tr ae execution
be.m.g. well known. The obstacle to their execution had IS' r‘i‘icent dis-
sibility, during late years, of obtaining funds not, olrlnrll e;‘StOOd,
¢ new works, but even for the perfect _maint:mance ofyeggt;: \
‘ g

really in q

the conversati
the periodical
of certain wor
coveries,but as
been the impos
exccution of thes

works.
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- 6. I wasled to believe that these works had recei
ceived both from the B
Revenue and from the Department of Public Works, the consideration}(\avhic::al;r dtl(:f
e

importance of their objects deserved, and that
. records of i i
. in both these departments. , ) of them were in existence

. 7. From the letters recorded ir; the Pr i
B : . oceedings of Government (no
reply) from the Superintending Engineers of the 4th and 5th Divisions(n a:dugi?;
the Order of Cfovernment itself, 4th April 1867, No. 1,058, Dapartn’lent I;ublic
Works, I see with regret, that I was mistaken in supposing that there are recorded

any plans of projects in the Salem and North Arcot Districts ind 1
: ‘ of thek i
in general terms in the concluding paragraphs of my report.’ e kind indicated

8. I trust, however, fll_&t I shall be able to show that I was justified in

conveying to Government the general impression I received while in those distri

as to the natural resources afforded by portions of tlie.Salem and Ne t};S:cts’
Districts for irrigation works of the nature described, and as to the ur en(::r NfOt
of giving to these projects serious consideration. To leave noroom f%r d nel():: Y
the correctuness of my statement, as founded on information received whilzuin tflis .
districts, I have referred to Messrs. Robinson and D. Arbuthnott, who, at the tl'ose
of my visit, were Collectors of the North Arcot and Salém’ Dist;icts and1 n’te
Mr. H. S. Thomas, the Sub-Collector of Sulem. : ' ’ °

9. I forwarded to these officers the paragraphs of my report, to which the Pro
ceedings of Government, now under reply, have reference, anZl begzed them t.
afford me such detailed information as was necessary to enable me t: substanti to
my general statement. ' : ate

10. Mr. Robinson, who has been for some years Collector of North Arcot
writes: “ You have said nothing more in you report than facts fully justif "
. Mr. Robinson then proceeds to point out the lamentable change which hds{h;]rino {1'19,
last twenty years come over the Polur talook, formerly one of the most pros :1-
talooks of the district. Mr. Robinson attributes the alteration in the cond'f’ ousf
this part of his district, to the neglect to turn to account the magnificent w 1'0101;1 od
from the Javadi bills and to the deforestment during the lastaten years zfe rtsheese

hills for Railway purposes. This talook was one th
at suff; .
year from the failure of the periodical rains. suffered most severely last

. ll.d tAnmc)lng the irrigat}ion works of impor{ance in this talook, are the Allcabad
ank and two dams across the Ramandala i . e ‘
my tour. ndala river which were visited by me during

s

This important reservoir depends for its supply on the condition of tl
dams ; an attempt to re-construct these was made by the Department of P {)C;o
Works .'flbout a year previous to my visit, at a cost of about 7,000 R s, 110
foundations were insufficient and the works were swept away by’the ﬁ;:f z?ft;d e

12 Mr. Robinson also mentions a proj i ;
ago, for constructing a weir across the Chg;r?recrt;v\:f ?tl lhf:l:b;l(ttrired'l‘iqme yc.a‘ri
;vlz;s;i f;:p%rid byh%\Ir. Dick of the Department Public Works, and \w:as fo:‘iaffl?ﬁo
Hadr bé eﬁuc ;2§e;ng I;lOtI: has been heard of it.  Mr. Robinson adds :—¢ Iad this
o e 1 out, the tzflook of P.olur would have been spared years of inter-
scarc'lty and suffering. It is traversed in every direction by a splendid

e

o

1 e et e

P oy iy

et e e i e

- saw,” Mr.
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watershed from 1its western frontier, and yet there has been for years'a scarcity of
water even for drinking purposes——and these river channels and tanks were (at the

time of Mr. Robinson’s visit last year) in a miserably neglected and inefficient

state.” .
13. There are, Mr. Robinson continues, ‘‘in the same talook, the two fine old
high level reservoirs, the Turinjikuppam and Kalasamudram tanks at the foot of

the Karnatighur, which have been in ruin for years, and which, had they been
restored, would have greatly extended the- cultivable area below them, besides
feeding springs and wells which have been dry for years.”

14. For these, plans and estimates are at length under preparation. *‘ You
Robinson adds, ¢ the Yerrantungal tank in the Gudiattum talook, and

may remember that we sottled on the spot, that the restoration of the old channel

was to be made as a famine work. This has since been completed.” '
¢t ITn like manner another fine work near the Agraharum tank has been

re-connected with the river after long years of severance, and will henceforward

do its work.” o .
¢¢ Tn the talook of Chendragiri, which strongly resembles Polur in its natural

features and capabilities, there are numerous fine old works situated at high levels .

which, if restored, would not ouly be remunerative as agricultural "projects, but

woul
conditions, is always failing.” \ |

Among these, Mcr. Robinson names the Nagaputla project, « which was partly
carried out when Mr. Bourdillon was Collector, but on which no W.0rk has since

that time been done.”’

15. In answer tom
my report were justifiable

« You are quite right. There are several works in the Salem District that
« have been only lalked of, for the last twenty years. There is the old Nirinjeepet
¢ gnicut across the Cauvery, about twenty. miles above Bowany. Estimates were
« framed for a new anicut many years ago by Captain Smyth and other Engineer
« Officers, but nothing was ever done. There are several large tanks in the Ahtoor
« talook lying in ruins. One at Cumboor, I think, about eight miles from Cusbah
¢ Ahtoor, was applied for by Mr. Fischer (a Mutahdar of the Salem District) who
« wished to repair it ab his own expense, but it was refused on the ground that
«« Government intended to repair it. More than twenty years have elapsed, but
¢t pothing has been done up to this day. There is also the Pennar river, which
¢ r1ses north-east of Bangalote, and runs through Oossoor, Kistnagherry, Dhuram-
and Utangherri talooks. It drains an enormous area (several thousands of
miles) before it leaves the Salem District, but not a drop of this water has
Jized in Salem. It feeds irrigation works in South Arcot, but a great
the water in freshes must run uselessly to the sea.”

y letter to Mr. Arbuthnott, asking him if the remarks in
as regards his district (Salem), he writes :—

¢ gquare
¢ heen ut

6 portion of :
« The construction of the Salem tanks is very faulty, the calingulahs being

enerally too emall. The result is that when heavy rains do fall a large number of
iur tanks burst, and besides the loss of revenue, G overnment is put to the expense
of repairs. This was the case with many tanks in the district last September.”’

d secure to the country 2 provision of drinking water which, under present

s
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16. .
5. Mr. Thomas, who was lately Sub-Collector of the Salem District, and

who has devoted i i i
o ’ muclz special attention to the improvement of the sub-division by
rigation works, furnishes some interesting information.

As regards my statement, Mr. Thomas writes :—

“Your statem l
L ent was perfectly correct, the Salem District is in sore need of
irrigational improvements, and has been shown to be s0.”

l . I!‘. ll 1 o
4l mak’ rltlng Of IIIS own (‘hal‘ e l (3} 1visi 1

¢ 1st. The utilization of t
‘ ' wo great natural basins, f %
water of the Pennar river, at Kistnugh:rry.? s forfhe storge of tho

. This pro:iect, which is. the same as that mentioned by Mr. Arbuthnott above
is for the storiug of from eighty to one hundred square miles of water-spread, in a:
" )

reservoir which would be one of the largest 1 .
aest 1n India, not es :
tank and the Maori project. S , not excepting the Cumbum

t Séems that this pro.leCl l 1 y 1 y
. I : 148 bce" - partlall e.(ﬂ-ﬂ“nCd {md estim'lted b the
ASSlStant E o Y * :5 n M i g l

Mr. Paynter is reprosented as being of opinion that the capabilities of the site have
e

not been over-estimated.

“ 2nd. A chain of works in tlhe Dt
.~ A wrampury talook, havi R
the diversion of the waters of the Sanaith Kumuiranithi ,.i)‘,{érla‘ 1;%:0";11“-?)3?‘;
: . cliect of this

project would be to fertilize the Dhurampury talook, which ‘was one of h
10se which

suffered much in the late famine.” = * If [ . .
remember rightly,” Mr. Thomas adds,

u.lt would m.ake one extensive tank, if not two ; would fill four or fiv
give about thirty miles of irrigating canal.” or five more, and

¢« 3rd. The restoration of the old ruined tank of Mulleapadi.”

Mr. Thomas in respect of this work, says ¢
- . . - '8 I ‘
with one not insignificant project, which ’was) thorouir&glad to ba able to for
by a very competent Engineer {Captain Gahagan) S
vain for funds and sanction to undertake it.* -
In a former report tothe Collector Mr. Tl '
: 3 . om 3
for this work cannot be found, and that he, Mk, ?;;:Z’;ﬂlallt the‘
urged the framing of afresh estimate, but the Assist :’I‘ms
says that it is impossible for him to spare the necessar a?’ ’
- . 1
The fourth project mentioned by Mr, Thom T
natural basin in the Dhurampury talook,

tify you
¥ surveyed and estimated for
who year after year pressed in

Planand estimate
Co

_3gain and again
ngineer, }[

g Ay

k » dr. Paynter,

as 13 the utilization of another

18, With reference to these remarks of M
paragraph 2 of the letter from the Superintendipe .
is entered in the Proceedings of Government o
April 1867, wri vy

pril 1867, “written some months after 1
Salem District, that the Assistant Engiy
irrigation projeets, one of which i theoM
and recommended by Captain Gahagan

19, Without wishin int

. g to enter
Pablic Works, Ly bs et :gr m:o any controversy with the ‘De
. 3 notice that from the ; - |
¢ information no

Thomas, it w
Engineer’
¢ Workg
Y report, and sipe
€er i3 now
ulleapadi ¢

ould scem, from
oth Division, which
Departmcnt, dated 4th
. )i:1 5'[1‘. Thon'ms left the
kg } (' I cxamining three

» deseribed by Mr., Thomas,

partment of
w furnished

T T —

" for the anicut across the

T visited, and which, as described ab

maintenance of exis

Wi’roceedings of the M qdras Government, Public Works Department,
17th May 1867.

by the local authorities, plans would seem to have heen prepared in former years
Cauvery by Captain Smyth, of the Engineers—for the

restoration of the Malleapadi tank by Captain Gahagan, of the Engineers (both in
the Salem District,) and for the weir across the Cheyar at Mambakum, North Arcot

District, Ly Mr. Dick of the Department of Public Works. These plans_ have, I
imagine, either been mislaid or have escaped attention, as they are.not noticed by
the Superintending Engineers of the 4th and 5th Divisions, in their letters printed

with the Government Proceedings of the 4th April. .

wed to fall into disrepair and remain in ruin, Mr.

ision alone of the Salem District, 487 tanks were

con states that in his district, North Arcot, there
In the Polur talook, North Arcot District, which

ove has retrograded in prosperity in a marked
out of 172 tanks, 166 required repair.

20. As regards tanks allo
Thomas states that in the sub-div
i1 this condition, while Mr. Robin
were 857 tanks requiring repair.

manner during the last twenty years,
921. I do not pretend in this letter any more than I did in my Report, to lay

ete information as to the wants of the Salem and
North Arcot Districts in respect of public works of irrigation ; nor do I presume
to offer any opinion as to whether the projects brought.to notice by the local Reve-
nue Officers, are in themsolves the best that can be devised for the general improve-
ment of these districts, and for mitigating the eﬁ:ect' of the periodically recurring
droughts. I have 1o special experience of these districts, nor have I the necessary
w6 to make my opinion as to any particular work of weight.

professional knowledg nic
But I beg respectfully to adhere to the opinion I before expressed that much remains

to be done in both districts, both in the construction of new, and in the proper
ting irrigation works. T trust that the Government will con-
ks made on this subject in my report were substantially correct,
tificd by the further information which I have now laid before

before the Government compl

cider that the remar
and that they are Jus

them. e

Orpir THEREON, 17th May 1867, No. 1,490.

1. Inthislectter the Sanitary Com-
missioner replies to the orders of
| ' Government requesting him to commu-
nicate the informatton on whic].l he stated in his Report of the 13"011 .September
1866, when speaking of the portions of the Salem and North Arcot Districts which
he had visited, that there were on tl}e .reco.rds of the Bo.ard of Revenue and of the
Public Works Department plans of }1*r1gat10n works .Whlch, if they had been carried
only have been highly remunerative, but would have made the
{ rain that had occurred that year result in only a partial, instead

No. 402.

IRRIGATION, No. 23.

|-

out, would not
gerious failure 0

of a total loss of erops. | | ‘
o Mr. Ellis, being anxious to convey to Government a ithful impression

+ condition of the districts as they were scen by him during a rapid tour, and,
; i his -emarks to Le ¢ of a very general nature,” submitted, from what he
mt?n nf the aspect of the country, as well as from what he gathered from the
noticed © f the local Officers, that much of the distress which existed might

conversa'fion 0 . . R o oAt 3
Jrave been averted had certain extensive works of irrigation been carried out; ands

of th



’

gy

P‘roceedings\of the Madras Governmentj Public Works Dé’p—;rtment
\Tth May 1867, S

frecly stating this opinion, added the remarks regarding
=3

) : plans and esti Tieh
gave rise to the reference to him by Government. \ mates ‘fludl

" 3. Acknowledging the general nature of the information on which his specific
statements were based, Mr. Ellis, in his communication before Government. adheres
., -

to the opinions previously expressed, and adduces in confirmation of them the

léﬁ(l)r]r;:it(;i :1101;_69N27$‘11GAWY11011, on information since obtained by himself from the
district, he mentions a:(;JOt 'andbsalem and from the Sab-Collector of tho latter
» BE aving been projected, and '

, the plans sent to Madras

4. Of the three proj
. ) Jects referred t o
submitted to the Board of Revenue or too(}t)(i :fr Ellis two were probably never
n

the attent oo . ment, thougl ;C engag
r ;iizn (:;‘t;gz ;If th.e 1.0031 Engineer Officers, The th'u':l alluc;e(ll tt(imt{ul:tai‘ cﬂeni{(l:c’::
Tinie e s the resto-
. eerinjeepett anicut, is a scheme which was pre , i
now Lieutenant-Colonel Wilkieson, and w prepared by Licutenant,

1856. It is understood to have been u dhlclf was submitted to Government in
nder 1nvestigation b Tnetnec
y the local Enginecr

Officers so far back as 1805, b
, but has been held in abe i
| e > e yance up to the present timo
iﬁ-l:\e;j;;i ;&hm\;.};ﬁvg a;.)pcared sufficient to Government, thcl))ugh it llxas not been
»  With the Increased resources which will now, it is hoped, be placed

at the disposal of this Govern

; ment, the Neerinjee lcut is o '
o ' epett anie orks
which will bave an early claim on their attcntioix ’ ot B one of e

5. Mr. Ellis w istaken i
oot oo b idaken nsappming . csceton i ko 0
ing to be done, in the two disérict lsln'Ot d‘SP“.th et gt
the construction of new works ofs-l N ucl.x he. visited, for the improvement of old and
theless be questioned whethep “rlg.ano“ 13 substantially correct. It may never:
Mr. Ellis had been executed ) even, if many works of the nature contemplated b
e o b o oo uted or maintained, the effect w ] aourallo
. ced to believe. Some. e ot o
derived, but the serious failare of ome advantage might no doubt havo o
natflre of the country and the s;) rain last year would still, in consequence ol o
i o o e urce of the water suppl v, have caused un almost
6.. North Arcot, as w
exception of the Cauvery
streams traversing the two,
or from the tanks the
those rains fail,

ell as Salem
WhiCh sk ’
districts g
L y fill, is possiy
vyl e
reservoirs have still to | micans of

. is dependent on local rain. With tho
Irts the western boundary of Sulemy all the
re l?cal ruin-fed, and no irrigation from theits
le in exceptional years, like the last, when
pal.)lo (ff containing two or rore years’ suppld
Irnigation in similar seasons of drought- Such

to TP scovered, .
by Mr. Ellis, is understood to }The oue in Salem near Kistnagherry, referre

distri ;

rict, and to have bheey under 1 1avo been known to former Collectors of the
ment, .It Was brought to notico | 1eir consideration as g much desired improve”
any reliable assurance of its it y alate Sub-Collector, but not in a form t0 ive

fessionally exami ness, F
ment thi ¥ eximined, as the sipygy; .aﬂ) measures will Le taken to have it PrY”
upy] ml;, to offer those facil‘t_lon,flf on Government land, is likely, the Govern”
Ply, which g es of ¢ . r e !
Te neces onstruction med wh watcr
. G&Sary for the formation ofa c:a;(m'lblmd with a gOOtl
acious reservoir.

et
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it

~.7 . Ordinary irrigation works dependent upon an annual supply of water or

" on lo¢alrain-fed streams, though they may be highly beneficial and often greatly

remunerative, can never be made ‘to support cultivation, when those rains failing,
the tanks and streams are dry. Thus the anicut across the Cheyaur river some
distance below Mambakum did nothing for cultivation last year till the 7th August
when the river first came down. In the same way, the channels under the Poiney

i and Palar anicuts were dry till the rains
of August began to fill* those riverslong
. after the crops had been totally lost.
From theée facts, the Government are satisfied that, if measures are to be taken for
providing water for irrigation in North Arcot and Salem durifxg seasons of drought,
those measures must be directed to the discovery of sites on which can be constructed
largo storage reservoirs. 'The Revenue and Public Works Officers should endea-
vour to find a fow such sites in order that they may be carefully examined and

* The Poiney on 21st August.
The Palar on 26th  ,,

reported on. —

8. The attention of the Superintending Engineer of the 4th Division will be
directed to the statement that of the 172 tanks ir} the Polur talook, 166 are in need
of repair. The Polur talook, being situated 1n an ?ut-of-tl.ne-way corner of the
North Arcot Distriet, has perhaps not had the attention given to it which it deserved,
‘but the Government have reason to believe that dprlng the last two years some-
thing has been done by the Public Works Department' in th.a.t ?alook, and special
efforts are now being made for the improvement of its 1rr1ga.t}().na1 works. The
re-construction of the dam for the supply of the Alleabad‘ tank is in progress. The
preparation of a project for a weir across the Cheyaur -nv.er.at Mambakam, as pro-
poscd by the late Mr. Dick, and referred to by Mr. Ellis, isin .ha.‘nd, a survey.ﬂlus-
trative of it having been discovered 1n the Office of the Superintending Engineer.

Colonel Bean will eall upon the Range Officer to report on the two tanks at

Turinjikuppam and Kalasamudram. o | |
9. The Superintending Engineer of the 5?11 Division will furnish any mf.orma-
tion in his possession regarding the restoration of th.e tank at Cuﬁ‘lboor,‘ in f:he
Ahtoor talook, spoken of by Mr. Arbuthpott, and he will ha.sten the anGSt'lgatlon
by the Assistant Engineer of the Oos§oor Range of .the prt?Ject for restoring the
Malleapadi tank, and for the construction of a reservoir at Kistnagherry.
(True Extract.)

Colonel, R. E.,
" Secretary to Government.

ng Engineer, 4th Division.
0. do. 5th ]
,, Revenue Department. ‘ . ‘
Board of Revenue-

Sanitary Commissioner.

To the su};erintendi

-
-

tR

Fxd. S. T. Augustin:
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Mavras, 270 April 1867,
Frowm, _ )
- Tue Hoxoranny R. 5. ELLIS, c.B,
Santtary Commissioner for Madras.
To

‘ COLO.\'EL‘CI‘IARLES A. ORR, R:E,

Secretary to Government,
Public Works Deparlment.
Fort Saint Georgce.

1. Sm:,—I have the honor to acknowledge the I’rbcceding; of Government
y

Public Works Department, dated 4th April 1867, in which I am called uponto explain upon
a statement, contained in a Report submitted by me to Govern-

ment on the 13th September 1866, on the condition of parts of the Salem and North
Arcot Districts, where distress, caused by the failure of the ordinary rains, had been most

severely felt.
9 This statement was to the effect that advantage should be taken of the re-
gular intervals accorded between seasons of scarcity in India, for the careful examina- -

tion and execution of projects having for their object the storage of water, and the gencral
. g :

jmprovement of the irrigation 1n districts most exposed to periodical drought.

1 further mentioned that in both the districts then recently visited, Salem and
North Arcot, much remained to be done in this respect, and that there are in the Records
of the Board of Revenuc, and of the Public Works Department, plans of irrigation works |
which, if they had been executed, would not only have been highly remuncrative, but \
would have this year made the serious failure of rain result in only a partial inste:’xd of N

on cntire loss of crops.

This statement would appear, from the correspondence which forms part
of these Proceedings of Government, to have caused considerable surPrisé both topthe
Poard of Revenuc and to the Public Works Department. These depalltlnents den
the existence of any such plans. It is not stated, although this is the matter reauy
and of importance, whether works such as are described in this part of m);
epti‘gpwiit_akgp,_ aroc required in those districts, and whether from -
ntry they are feasible.

3.

in question
Report, to which exc
the nature of the cot

4. Ibegto point out that the remarks contained in my report on the North AIT(‘}OL' : S
wore nocessarily of @ very general nature; my visit to these districts

and Salem Districts
limited in duration to about three wecks, and my time was wholly occupied in

visiting the parts of the districts which were suffering most severely from the distress
y the drought, and m organizing, under the instructions of the Government and

in connnunication with the district officers, the measures of_rclief which seemed .most

urgently necessary-
e

wad

caused b

e
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This important reservoir depends for its supply on the condition of these

t

dams; an attempt to re-construct these was made by the Department of Public f St
Works about a year previous to my visit, at a cost of about 7,000 Rupees. The R
foundations were insufficient and the works were swept away by the first flood.

. Under these circumstances I could only hope to give to Government, as I ‘
stated in my report, a faithful impression of the condition of these districts, such as could be
P ., /received during a rapid tour. Nothing however, I still affirm, was more decply impress-
“,.. %" ed upon my mind, both by the aspect of the country and by the conversation of the local

officers than that much of the misery, resulting from the periodieal fuilure of the ,
sedsons, would be greatly mitigated by the execution of certain works of irrieation. |
X MMS were spoken of not as recent discoveries, but m@ \;0—11 —1:1;(;1;;1.0 The ‘

obstacle to their execution had, T understood, been the impossibility, during late years, of - .

: obt.ammg funds, .no.t only for the execution of these new works, but even for the perfect -
maintenance of existing works,

12. Mr. Robinson also mentions a project, which was matured some years
ago, for constructing a weir across the Cheyar river at Mambakum. This project
was p'reparcd by Mr. Dick of the D. P. W,, and was forwarded to Madras,
but nothing more has been heard of it. Mr. Robinson adds:—¢ Had this work
been carried out, the taluq of Polur would have been spared years of interme-
diate scarcity and suffering. It is traversed in every direction by a splendid water-
shed from its western frontier, and yet there has been for Years a scarcity of water
even for drinking purposes—and these river channels and tanks were (at the time of
Mr. Robinson’s visit last year) in a miserably neglected and inefficient state.” -

6. I was led to believe that these works had recejved both from the Board of

Revenue and from the Department of Public \V};rks, the consideration which the impor-
€m were in existence in Loth these

tance of their objeets deserved, and that records of th
departments. i 1 ‘

P 13. There are, Mr. Robinson continues, “in the same taluk, the two fine
. : : gs of Government (now under old high level reservoirs, the Turinjikuppam and Kalasamu.dram tanks at the foot of
reply) from the ‘Supermtending Engincers of the 4th ang Sth Divisions, and from the order the Karnatighur, which have been in ruiu for years, and which, had they been restored,
of GOY’CIHmQHt' itsglfi 4th 1_&121‘11 18§7, i\’o. 10?8, Department Public Works, T sce with ; would Lave greatly extended the cultivable area below them, besides feeding springs
regret, that I was mistaken in supposing that there are recorded any plans of projects - and wells which have been dry for years.”

. . . 3 S 5 - . o
in the Salem and North Arcot Districts, of the kind indicated in gencral terms in the

é'ohélﬁding paragraphs of my report,

7. From the letters recorded in the Proceedin

e e e e & 278 =+ L et oot o m mar o -,

14. For these, plans and estimates are at length under preparation. ¢ You

. ' , i “the Yerrantungal tank in the Gudiattum taly and ma,
8. Itrust, h : e e saw,” Mr. Robinson adds, “the g ; q, y
ne to Go . o;v :; g thatlI shall be able t.o show that T was Justified in rem,ember that we scttled on the spot, that the restoration of the old channel was to
to tho natural resoursss aforden 1y ompreion Lreceived whil n those districts, as | ' - be made as a famine work, This has since been completed.”
to the natural resources afforded by, portions of the Salem and North Arcot Districts :

“In like manner another fine work near the Agraharum tank has been
re-connected with the river after long years of severance, and will henceforward do
its work.” .

“In tle taluq of Chendragiri, which strongly resembles Polur in its natu-’

or_inrigatio orks hie_nature _;"_j' oed, and as to the urgent necessity of
giving to these projects serious consideration. - To leave no room for doubt as to the

cori-ectness of my s’patgment, as founded on information received while in those dis-
tricts, T have referred t6 Messrs. Robinson and D. Arbuthnott, who, at the time of

— IO I T

my visit, were Collectors of the North Arcot and Salem Districts, and to Ay 1L S , ral features aud capabilities, there are numerous fine O]d'works situated at high ,
' Thomas, the Sub-Collector of Salem, ’ ) T N levels which, if restored, would not only be remuncrative as agricultural projects, but
.- would sccure to the country a provision of drinking water which, under present con-
-+ 9. I forwarded to these officers the paragraphs of my report, to which the x ditions, is always failing.” |

Proceedings of Government, now under reply,
me such detailed information as wag necessa,
statement.

have reference, and begoed them to afford

: Among these, Mr. .Robinson names the Nagaputla project, “which was |
ry to enable me to substantiate my general u , |

partly carried out when Mr. Bourdillon was Collector, but on which no -work has since

that time been done.”
10.  Mr. Robinson, who has been for

some years Collector of N orth Ar
. ! . . rcot
writes: “You have said nothing more ip yo o

ur report than facts fully justify.” ‘ 15. Inanswer to my letter to Mr, Arbuthnott, asking him if the remarks in

Mr. Robinson then proceeds to point out the lamenta : . rt were justifiable as regards his district,(Salem , he writes :— SR
: twent ble change which has dur- i my repo J © : '
ing the hStl wenfy lyezl"stc'ome over ﬂ{e Polur talug, formerly one of the most 1 “You are quite right. There are several works in the Salem District that
f.rosp ?.lf;.‘g ta uzls f? i ¢ 13. :S;ci Shh‘ ROll)mson attributes tle alteration in the condi- 7 “have been only talked of, for the last twenty years. Thereisthe old Nirinjeepet ani-
ion OL LIS part ol fus district, to the neglect to turn to accournt - | . auy bout twenty miles above Bowany. Estimat e framed fo
shed from the Javadi Hills dnd to the deforestm ant the magnificent water- “ cut across the Cauvery, abou y vany. Estimates were framed for a

ent during the Jast ten years of these

“new anicut many years ago by Captain Smyth and other Engineer Officers, hut
uffered most severely last year

¢ nothing was ever done.  There are several large tanks in the Ahtoor Taluq lying
© ¢ ip ruins. ' One at Cumboor, I think, about eight miles from Cushah Ahtoor was applied
T by Mr. Fischer (a Mutahdar of the Salem District) who wished to repair it at his’

“ own expense, but it was refused on the ground that Government-intended to repair

“it. More than twenty years have elapsed, but nothing has been done up to this day.

ills for railway 'purposes. This taluq was one that g
from the failure of the periodical rairs,

Duttance iy o the
5 the Ramandaly vivee -1 thig talug, are the
. ) .& mver which were visited by we

Alleabiad tank and two dawns aors
during wy tour, T

- o aa,

!
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‘would be to fertilize the Dharampuri talug which was one of those which suffo

4

¢ There is also the Pennar River which rises. north-east of Dangalore, and runs
« through Oossoor, Kistnagherry, Dhurampury and Utanglierri Talugs. It drains an

* «enormous area (several thousands of square miles) before itleaves the Salem District,

«hut not a drop of this water has been utilized in Salem. Tt feeds irrigation works in
«South Arcot,but a great portion of the water in freshes must run uselessly to the sca.”

«The construction of the Salem tanks is very faulty, the calingulas being
generally too small. The result is that when heavy raius v fall a large number of
our tanks burst, and besides the loss of revenue, Government is put to the expense
of repairs. This was the case with many tanks in the district last September.”

16. Mr. Thomas, who was lately Sub-Collecter of the Salem District, and who
has devoted much special attention to the improvement of - the sub-division by irrigation
works, furnishes some interesting information.

As regards my statement, Mr. Thomas writes :—

“ Your statement.was perfectly correct, the Salem District is in sore need of
irrigational improvements, and has been shewn to be so0.” ‘

“

17. Mr. Thomas, writing of his own charge, the sub-division, describes four
important irrigation projects, namely,— :

«1st. The utilization of two great naturai baisins, for the SN )
: ey . i estorage of the water
of the Pennar River, at Kistnagherry.” ! 3 e wa

. This project, which is. the same as that mentioned by Mr. Arbuthnott
above, is for the storing of from eighty to one hundred square miles of water-s pread, in

a rescrvoir which would be one of the largest in India, n .
. s &, not except > .
and the Maori project. ! pting the Cumbum tank

It seems that this project has been partially exami
. o ally exanmuned and esti
Assistant Engineer, Mr, Paynter, who thinks the cost will not bLe c;}t:;::tclcl ll)ykt}ilc
5 lakhs.

Mr. Paynter is represented as being of opinion that th it
at the capa s .
not been over-estimated. capabilities of the site have

«9nd. A chain of works in the Dhuram y - 1
. pury taluq, having for their obje
diversion of the waters of the Sanaith Kumairanathi river. « The szz::tt(l)l; l:lo'b‘]wt 'th(::
118 projec

in the late famine.” “If I remember rightly,” Mr. Thomas adds ¢ red much

extensive tank, if not two; would fill four or five more and give al:;:zﬁl-i mnl:to one
jrrigating canal.” ity miles of
«3rd. The restoration of the old ruined tank of Mullcapadi.”
Mr. Thomas in respect of this work, Say's “T am glad to 1 .
with one mot insignificant project which was thofoughl e
a very competent Engineer (Captain Gahagan),
funds and sanction to undertake it.” )

able to fortify you
and estimated for by
ar pressed in vain for

¥ surveyed
who year after ye

Tn a former report to the Colleetor, My, Thomas
mate for this work cannot be found, and that he, Mr., Thom;g S}ilys that the pl
the framing of a fresh estimate, but the Assistant Engine(;ll ] I\QS ¢
impossible for him to spare the necessary time.” )

s an and esti-
agan and again urged
. I’ayntm-, says that it 13
The 4th Project mentioned b : |
. o 4th Project menti Y Mr. Thomas i the Wil
Tesin i the Dharampury \E\\\\q. Ty of another nataral

5

18. With refercnce to these remarks of Mr. Thomas, it Wo.uld. seem, fro}n
para. 2 of the letter from the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, wlu.ch is entcre-\,d in
the Procecdings of Government, Public Works Department, dated 4th Apl.‘11‘1.867, written
<ome months after my rcport, and since Mr. 'l‘l.lo'mas left tl‘le .Sakfm D1st1.-1ct., that the
Assistant Engincer is now occupied in cxamining three irrigation projects, one f)f
which is the Mulleapadi tank doscribed by Mr. Thomas and recommended by Captain
Gahagan.

19. Without wishing to enter into any controversy w?th the Dep.m‘tmeut
of Public Works, T may be allowed to notice that from the inforn.latlon now furnished by
the local authorities, plans would seem to have been pre.pared in former years f?r the
anicut across the Cavery by Captain Smyth, of the Engmeers———f:or the restom.tlm} of
the Malleapadi tank by Captain Gahagan, of the Engineers (both in th.e Salem (hstmft,)
and for the weir across the Cheyar at Mambakum, North t’&rcofa dlstl.‘lct, by M. .chfk‘
of the Department of Public Works. These ple.'ns have, I 1magme, elthe.r beefl m.lSl&ld
or have escaped attention, as they are not notwe‘d by th.e Superintending Engineers
of the 4th and 5th Divisions, in their letters printed with the Government Proceed-

ings of the 4th April.

90. As regards tanks allowed to fall into disrepair and’ re}nain in ruin,
Mr. Thomas states that in the subdivision alone of the. Sah.am pls.tmct,v 487 tanks
were in this condition, while Mr. TRobinson states that in his dlStl‘lCt,.l\OT‘th Arc.ot,
there were 857 tanks requiring repair. In the Polur talug, N orth Arcot. Dl.StI‘lct, which
I visited, and which, as doscribed above has retrograded in 1)1’Osp531'1ty in a marked
manner during the last twenty years, out of 172 tanks, 166 required repair.

01. I do not pretend in this letter any more than I did in my Report, to
lay before the Government complete information as to the wauts of the Salem and
North Arcot Districts in respect of public works of irrigation ; nor do Ipresume to
offer any opinion as to whether the projects brougl'lt to notice by thc'local Revenue
Officcrs, are in themsclves the best that ean be devised for the general improvement of
these districts and for mitigating the cffect of the periodically recurring droughts, I
have no special expcrience of these districts, nor have I the ll?cessm*y professional
knowledge to make my opinion as to any particular work of Welght.' But Tbegres-
pectfully to adhicre to the opinion I before expressed that much remains to be done in
both districts, both in the construction of new, and in the proper maintenance of
existing irrigation works. ' T trust that the Government will consider that the remarks
made on this subject in My report were substantially correct, and that they are
justified by the further information which T hiave nowlaid before them.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient scrvant,

’

Y. & 7
Sanitary Coiimnissioner for Madras.
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