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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
31d May 1867,

e . e o o et s s ot e S 0n M SSS s

No. 86 Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue *—
(Here enter 20th April 1837, No 2,561)

No 87. Oxrper 11ERpoN, 31d May 1867, No. 1,334

1. In pursuance of a suggestion
made by the Government of India to
transfor the maintcnance of petty irriga.
tion works from the control of the Public Woiks Department to that of the Civil
authorities, and in expectation that in the event of all 1epairs which were regardcd
in the light of landloid’s improvements being separated from the really Linperial
Pullic Works charges and placed under the Revenue Administration to which thny
properly belonged, the Imperial Public Works graat would be relieved of a larze
proportion of charge which would thenceforward be provided in the Revenuo
Budget, the Government, in this department, directed that, as an experimental
measure, the maintenance of all irrigation works 1n the Tanjore, Madras, North
Arcot, Nellore, and Vizagapatam Districts should be transfeired to the Revenue
Department from the 1st April 1867, the necessary provision for the purpose being
mncluded in the Budget of that department.

2, Subsequently, however, the Government, considering that the maintenance
of the varioas anicuts and channels leading from them, as also of other works of

magnitude for the proper conservancy of which professional skill was essentially
eficiently undertaken by the Revenue Doparimeat, raquested

IRRIGATION, No 8.

the Buard and the Collectors of the distiicts concerned to submit their opinions on
the classes of works which they would recommend to be handed over to the
Revenuc authorities, and those which should continue under the Public Works
t, and they also required those authorities to report on the manner in

Departmen
examination of, and check on, works of the former class should be

which the
condacted by the Officers of that Department.

3. The paper recorded at the head of these Proceedings supplies this infor-
om it the Government observe that both the Boa:d aud the
Collectors concerned are agreed as to the impolicy of tiansferring to the Revenue
authoritics the care of anicuts and other works of magnituade upon which the
interests of scveral villages and indeed of large tracts of country depend. The
Board express their belicf that any advantage which a Collector’s local influcnee
give him will not compensate for the absence of the more essential element of

may
profusswnal skill, which, when brought to bear upon the works, must ensure their

being carried out more substantially than if intrusted to non-professional agency, -
and, suggesting that the Collectors should only take over agricultural earthwork and
masonry repairs of no spacial importance or difficulty, and estimated to eost not morg
than 250 Rupces, they proceed, in pa: agraph 14 of their Proceedings, to sketch the
Jlan of oporations recommended. The Board remark that the experiment is one of
considerable importance, and that the chances of its success should not be dimi-
nished by the Revenuo Department undertaking more than it can reasonably be
expected to accomplish, especially as its farlure may also involve very serious

»
mation, and fr

~

loss to the State.
4. The Board consider that the smallest cstablishment which will be required

in cach district to carry out tho scheme will cost Rupees 13,596 annually, or 5

.

-
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ceedings of the Madras Goye nment, Public Works Department, . Proceedings of the Madras Government, LPublic Works l)epariz&ent,:
— 3rd May 1867. ~+~ "3rd May 1867. . ST
little less than 12 per eent. on ] ] ) . . . e N T Council 1};‘ leated to'direct that:the °~ -
Losd <p - on the outlay by the Collector’s department in Tanjore, , by tho proposed change, His Lordship in Council 1s p . od
&nd as the money to be expended by that departinent in the other distiicts will bo 4 7y * 4y % Orders noted in the margin be cance %’
much b?low “hat‘lt will be in Tanjore, the rate of per-centage on the outlay will be G. 0. No 3,408, 25th October 1866 * ~ and that-the-charge of the ‘mamtenance :
i proportionately higher. o e 3,409, . . ’ " yof all irrigation works continue, as here-
T A v 3458, 3leb By S % LMofore, under the Public Works Depart-
. u.{ sregards the.chec'ks to be exercised, the Board consider that the examina- o Gon of the Government of India, orders will be
‘ ll?n% of works under 250 Rupees should be conducted by the Revenue Oilicers, and fnent. .‘In anticipation of the 5““: for the transfer’ 1otths Public Woﬂ;g‘]}?}getko " é
, ;i above that by the Department Public Works, the power of examination in the issued in the Revenuo Depart‘r’nelrl; timates of the current official year {O}the main-
Ette.r case being 1estrictcd to Officers of the grades of Assistant or Executive the PTO‘ISIZH made in the Cfli‘::ioast’i?:l work;: M R
ngineer, tenance and coneervancy o gatl .
i ", (True Extradt,)
M . . « o Yy -
6. Having suggested, in accordance with their instructions, the arrangements (Srgued) - CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
"y . o 1
which appear necessary to give effect to the tiansfer, the Doard expressthe very grave ' . Seeretary o Governments
dl:mbts wluch.thcy entertain as to the success of the measure. They consider that ' V- - ) e ; :% N
the duties which now devolve on the District Revenue Officers are unquestionably ; T e PR A T ’ -
50 heavy as to engross their wholo time and attention. The various administrative ' - , . ) "\g . T Ta e S % R
cba_nges which have recently been introduced, have, it is stated, added vastly to the & gv": T SR S S R A 2
duties and responsibilities of those Oflicers, while the establishments at thejp is al ' T e - et e e e
have bee »d d ini 3 1=pos | ZPEE A N YRR A fa PR LI | AL * ot 05
: . reduced toa minimum. The present is further considered a mont S A * ’ c 3y "‘t
1nopportune tume for carrying out the sroposed transfer, owi ¢ - . Ce #hv
changes in the staff of 1 d.cz ) Proj anster, owing to the numerous . .o~ o N o LT SN .
s 5] 16 stall of the districts sclected, and it is alleged that not one of the ‘K\"\ PN : A ‘ v . ) R
. rI:u;;ope.m (‘?f‘ﬁner«, and pr.obably but few of tho mative officials in the grade of ' . . A ) s et 8
Oa sddar,. L.{ava any asquaintance with the system which it is BOW Sousht to revive. =" : S %
n Td ti M 1o o ) . ®
o zti COI}.:I cration of .the whole sutquct, the Bourd have come to the conclusion that To the Superintending Engineers, 1st, 2nd, 4ib, and 6th Dms:c:ns* 1 y
; o Ix;‘m:},.or is not desxmbl.c, for, while it would not afford any appreciable relief to ., Controller of Public Works Accounts o s (b b
1‘e ublic W or¥<§ Department, or reduction of its cost, it could not bo carried out v Accountant General o .
) g}ilixlout an addition to the Revenue Establishments, nor without hampering the : ,+¢ Revenue Department. . .
1vil autiorities, who are al i i o ° ,  Board of Revenue. LA il |
’ rcady burdened with their own legitimate dutjes, ’ a0 2 /{é/ /(: y /f’ {/J' o298
. " I')7 Tthe Board have thus been unallo to devise any plan whic}, by relieving ' N C"T(}' 5. RS g T . .
¢ Vepartment Public Works of g lar X . ! : r e : " * -
. ge share of the ‘work which it 1 ‘ b -t T ) PPy
. - OTm1n connection with irrication renatr ‘ . 28 now to rer- i A e L . VI W
-7 the Public Works Establishment., Qoo (1. Wt%uli led(;l o reduction in’the cost of | Co e DR adiine S e ooy Of
i ) ; . e other hand, 1t i3 clear : i 1 e, . . . o
works of the dcscrlption of those refe ; tha.t if ouly minor | ‘ ' .9 oo Ster st Lo Lo [ !_; ¢
Revenue D . referred to by tho Board be intrusted to the A W&ﬂ%w ot Crie ’” 2
e et cipartment, the Public Works Establishments must necessarily be main L Sl ez % oS Y ﬂ’/ é/\ C ¢ T Htnc
1 Ded at their present . 4 - Lha - PN ~
| - required by g I[’) strengthz while large and costly establishments will be ﬁ u/ljj‘// AL , N o, ‘ 2 7
| e ¥ the lievenue authorities to undertake even the very inconsiderablo K gf ._‘14 o« ,ﬁ' c aw%// red 7%
n . ’ - . y o N -
| %Vorkls ¢ flfo o of Whm:] dlt 18 proposed to relieve tho Department of Public ? N ’ﬁ(/w(; a9 e/ i ' Pl e I P @’dﬂ& —
reover, as pointed out . . o7 T -, e
| a competition for 1 a’boufbetween th:{ ;erdI;)ar(tl, thet meas1;]re wall necessarily create : 0@ @ ‘971 7 p?/ /én,» ag:‘!//f . / .
: : »artments in the , S '
Prevent the economical exeeyt; same field, and thus .
. onof work. It wil] further b e . C . N
complicationg between thos °T %6 apt to'givo rise to ( e~ | @ ’ YAF
. e departm isine d: . € . o~ - € y
adjustment of charges whas thefe maentz by raising difficultics in the way of the - 3 . . % o (Z,Q Q. {( { £ el [(, (/66 F .
‘work performed. Y be a difference of opinion regarding the I et TR N ) ) et n ﬁ E P 7= 0-€ .
P -
’ : R kit
'8- ‘Unfler all these Circumstances, ﬁ]Q Govern I/ﬂ/ Qﬁ /M c n —
considering it nexpedient to distyrl, existing g ment concur with the Board in C e e (; /(e/ /
Gﬁvernment had chiefly in vieyw of relievin:t} ) ‘;?glfll?lex\x\ts; and, as the object ‘the M%/ﬂ’ ¢ : _
; which they consid s M0 Lublic Woiks By '
y er should Properly fall upon reye dget of a charge Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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