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T Proceedings of thé Madras Government, P T

B ublic Works Department, -
NN . 15t May 1867. ' : - )

Read the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Rail- * = -
ways, dated Madras, 15th April 1867, No. 119 :— )

Read the following letter from the Agent of the Great Southern of India I—lailwaj',

- to the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated Negapatam, 10th’ April
: © -+ 1867, No. 2,309. a

. 1. I received yesterday afternoon your telegram to the following effect :—
. please send full report on accident of twenty-third March. State cause ofaccident.” '

2. In reply thereto -I attach copy of my report to the Directors. Should
Government réquire any further information, I will; on h

earing particulars from
_ you, furnish it. : '

. Extract from the Agent’s letter No. 171, dated 10th April 1867, to the Secretary of the Board of
Directors, Great Southern of India Railway.

Accident, - e

1.. On the 23rd ultimo- the engine of No. 3 train was unable to proceed further than Ellama-
note station in consequence of her tubes leakirg, and another eﬁgine (No. 2, Driver Wilson) had to
~ be sent from Trichinopoly to take the train forward from Ellamanore to Caroor. According to the
guard’s report, the train left Ellamanore at 5-53 p. u., and Lallapetta at 6-31 p. u., distance : :
miles eizhteen. After passing the 112th mile (upwards of three miles from Lallapétta) the fourth
loaded covered goods truck left the line, the couplings and side chains which held it to the truck
in advance snapped, and the tr'pck which had left the rails dragzed off another covered goods wagon,
2 horse-box (empty) and five carriages with it, leaving the guard’s break van (the last vehicle) on
the line. The two trucks and the horse-box ran down the embankment, the two former falling on
 their broad sides at the foot of the slope. Three of the carriages went about half down the embank- . .
ment, but did not fall over, the other carriages were off. the rails, but did not leave the top of the ———-
embankment. Fortunately no injury to life or limb resulted, but the passengers had a narrow
escape. I have since inquired into the cause of the accident. So far as speed is concerncd it is
_ clear that theé train was not running faster than twenty-five miles an hour. The line is stated by .
the Chief Engincer to have been in good order. The truck which is supposed first to h:u.’e left the S
line has been carefully examined, its leading ‘yheels were slightly out of gauge, but not to any T
extent likely to have caused the accident, even supposing the accident itself not to have caused the -
wheelé to get out of gauge. The horn-plates, however, were found to be } inch out of angle. *
Foreman Breedon is of opinion that this was not caused by the accident,. but from the present
appearance of the truck that the horn-plates were to that extent out of gauge bgfqre the accident
occurred. . The Locomotive Superintendent, however, is of opinion, that the rough usage the truck
. received during and after* the accident caused
T A?n?ﬂ]ifirﬁﬁ:dﬁ:ﬁ:erﬁt o S;:n?;nl:i:g].‘ment’ b7 the defect in question.' 1 was astonished to ﬁn'd
the permanent way so little injured, only one rail
(and that at the place where the vehicles left the embankment) was broken and three or four bent,
and some twenty or thirty sleepers and half the number of tie-bars broken. The two trucks, horse-
box, and first carriage, however, were a good deal injured.

2. "There are one or two points connected with this subject, upon which I desire to get further
information, after which I will report. again, -

o {True Copy.) ’ ) -
10th April 1367.

' - (Signed) W.S. BETTS, .

- N -

—

1. Submitted to Government in continuation of the Agent’s first report on
the ac.ph‘;ent that occurred on the Great Southern of India Railway on the 23rd
March.—(G. O. dated 10th instant, No. 1,108.)-.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,: - , - : Lo /ﬂ 28 ;//L/ . / //47 VA 4
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2. It will be observed that the passengers sustamed no ‘“injury to life or a : L T T
limb,” but that they had a very narrow escape. The Agent reports that ¢ the line o ! St M < i . . o
& is stated by the Chief Engineer to have been in good order,” but he does not men- Y ! ﬁ 2Z SOy T
tion whether this referred to an inspection at some former date, or to an opinion ‘ i > '2'; v é/ /% »{E)/r;«.. % « A4 7 /ZL._
based on an examination of the ground afier tho occurrence of the accident. Tt ' f /é/‘*“’ W A M M /{: {D//' S
; appears that some twenty or thirty slecpers were broken, and unless there is evidence » P /a//—' @ <.
: I . ; . Ao Lo stepeieccaee z»/a/é:_.z/ta/ﬁ«« ‘
. to the contrary, there is reason to apprehend that the wagons and carriages wero : ‘ Mc;) QM ﬁ / ST % -7/
' | 4 -2 /Aw;.; Ay 4; 5

1 thrown off the line by some of them having gave away beforehand or by some . : ;

other defect in the permanent way. : ' ‘

. 4 3. It is usual for the Deputy Consulting Engineer to be deputed to proceed - 7 - ‘ ] , /44—-” /) ﬂ e ,4 ,é . e q )}

to the scene of an accident of this nature ; but the want of means of rapid commu- . T ) -A" /h’f" SARIRES N ﬁ / 22
: nication, and the considerable time that elapsed before the occurrence was known in : ; - ,,,/ P _f" W ? ’7’6/ ‘ ’7 : é‘m
| ~ e /é& P AR F IR P 4 /,L.,d:.;'

e —— “,.

this office, rendered it useless for him to proceed to the spot. The Agent promises '= ,L : ¢/é

':‘ further accounts; but I consider that a full and circumstantial report of the acc1deut - Celew / a8 ;ﬁz—//zl——%‘ %M )
5 might reasonably I have been expected by Government before this.” ~ T S / J ,/é‘ /.. 2 ) %
* g - 4. T have requested him to communicate with me by telegraph should A < o ; Covered
e similar accident unfortunately. occur at any future time, in order that the Depnt\ e ‘: ’g M / 7 ’6 é""—/ Pz @7/
25s N . Consulting Engineer may have an opportumty of proceedmc' to the spot and of T : / S oaD e Olaiiin W M / A &
i N furmshma a report to Government, : ~ L ,
N . : (Swned) J. C. ANDERSON, Lleut -Colonel, R. L., . - i t/’/"[ Z ﬂ/y

' A Consulting Engincer for R(lll?(dJS - o f ”’é;"; // g AW‘D%/M/

B No. . - " OrpEx THERLON,-lstJIay 1867, \To* 1,295. S RS ' pved %‘/—V (:4,.44/«_ M‘l/ 4 . 4;1,,.‘: 5 "
- .T/_ , [ RATLWAY. No. L. .- * The Government concur with the .l f /éb’:/% éﬁé‘“"e
’ - . - . 4' ; é:. ‘A; }ZE e,{i.é:

Consulting Engineer in considering that

intimation of the occurrence of accldents Lo L - /f Y X i DA f/,
. . B M_._ ;
i;

i
e “of the nature of that reported in these papors should in all cases in which the means . Uy ; _
¢ 41 . of rapid communication may be wanting, be conveyed by telegraph to admit of thie - ' : @% A /u«/ M/tf/«—sw/ o %fm %&7
"‘ Deputy Consulting Engineer proceedlno' to the scene of disaster in tm}e for the ‘, e ‘ sy /Z’” L D o e s ‘/ /Z
purpose of inspecting the spot and reporting the result of his inquiries. e . L ' %’/ 7/
. "~ - (True Extract.) : : / % 7"’" W r‘r-w-r__
- , ; et A/ @2

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,, \ , / |
Serdarg 0 Gorermnent, - // /4" WZM el %——%J 2
Y To the Consulting Engineer for Railways. i : ¢ : JE: j/_,.:,a /4 Lsed w 44 ; AP 5 / t@ 2
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