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ijrocéé‘ding_: of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ o 30th April 1867.

o

. .
I S I R S i

‘. Government from

" No. .565. Read the foliowing letter from the Consulting Engineer for Railways,

' to the Sccretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Madras,
: 30th March 1867, No. 103 :— '

1. Referring to G. O. No. 880, dated 21st March 1867, calling for any obser-
vations I may wish to offer on the method adopted by the Director General of the
Post Office in calculating the pccuniary benefit to the State from the free carriage
by rail of Mails and Post Office servants, I have the honour to state that, in my
opinion, the Director General has proceeded on an entirely incorrect principle, in
assuming that the proportional cost of the mileage of the vehicle, or part of the

vehicle appropriated for the mails, represents the amount gained by the State in
having the mails carried free.

2. The principle for calculating the benefit in question, which was laid down

G ) 0. No. 42+, dated 25th July 1863 by t.he .Semcetary to the Government of

TR R ' India, in his letter dated 6th July 1865,

is, I believe, the correct one. It is there observed, that ‘¢ special accommodation
is set aside for the mails and servants.” It matters, therefore, nothing what the

. weight of the one, or the number and distance travelled by the other are. The

actual accommodation set aside (the half of asecond class carriage, or whatever it
. may be, without reference to the contents would, under similar arrangements, be)
charged to the general public, and on this basis the cost of the service performed by
the Post Office should be calculated.

3. The above instructions were followed in preparing the periodical returns
of the savings effected by Government by the use of the Railways in this

’

-

Presidency.

4. On the Madras Railway the mails were assumed to occupy, on the average,
& ths of a second class carriage, the charge for which to the public would be 5 Annas
2 Pigs per mile, the whole carriage being capable of holding forty passengers, and
the rate per mile being 5 Pies. ' :

5. The Agent and Manager did not consider himself justified in quoting a
lower rate than 4 Annas per mile, even for the Post Office ; and this rate was accord-
ingly adopted in the returns submitted for the half-year ending 30th J un.e 18635,
and for subsequent returns, although the second class passenger fares since 1st
November 1865 have been 6 and 7 Pies by day and night trains respecti.vely.
The rate a.ppeared to me to be a fair one in the first instance, and there is tlfe
cing it to be moderate, now that the rates for the public

stronger reason for pronoun
have been raised. |
: 6. On the Great Southern of India Railway a compartment of a seconc% class
carriage, computed to carry twelve passengers, is used for the accommoda.tlon of
the Mails and Post Office servants. The second class passenger rate durn}g the
years 1865-66 was 8 Pies per mile; and in the returns of the benefits accruing to
the free carriage of the-mails a rate of 6 Annas 3:8 Pies per
"mile was quoted. Itis certainly very high, considering th(? unimportant nature of
the mails conveyed, and it ought to be conside}'ably reduced in .future re.turns, as fhe
rates to the public were lowered from the ;lst instant from 8 Pies to 5 Pies per mile.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public ""ﬁk: Depa.rl’chnlp

i

300k Aprit 1867. - 7

The mails on the Great Southern of India are carried twice a day each j'ay, between

3

Trichinopoly and Negapatam.

7. On the whole I consider that 4 Annas, or ¢ Pence, per milo would bea fair j

-

rate to allow for both the Madras and Great Southern Railways.-

No. 566. Osper THEREOY, 30th April 1867, No. 1,279,

RAILWAY, No. 57. cont

(Here enter No. 1,280, dated 30th April 1867.)

(True Extract.) ‘

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government,

Exd S. T, Augustin,

-
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Ordered that the following letter be
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T N gy sy mare et

No. 567.

Pcaric WorkS DEPARTMENT,
Forr SaiNt GEORGE,

30tk April 1867,
No. 1,280,

To ~ :
Tae SECRETARY 1o tHE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Preuc Works DEPARTMENT.

SIz,

1. I am directed to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter dated the 2:th
_ February 1867, No. 184 R, requesting
an expression of the opinion of this Government on the feasibility of the method
of calculation adopted by the Director General of Post Offices in India, in estimat-
ing the pecuniary benefit to the State from the free carriage by rail of Mails and
Post Office scrvants, , .

2. Inreply, I am directed to call the attention of the Government of India
to some remarks made by the Consulting Engineer for Railwaysin this Presidency,
a copy of which i3 enclosed, and to intimate the general concurrence of this Govern-
ment therein.  As shown by Licutenant-Colonel Anderson, the mode of calculation
adopted by the Director General seems to be incorrect, and under the supposition
that tho return of pecuniary benefit is intended to show what would have been
paid for the carriage of the Mails and Post Office servants if charged at the same
rates as those for private individuals, the Governor in Council is of opinion that
4 Annas, or six Pence, a mile would be a fair rate to allow for both the Madras and

the Great Southern Railways.

"RAILWAY, No. 58.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government,

Exd, 5, T, Augustia’
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