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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publre Works Department,
‘ - 25th April 1867. S -
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: Read the following papers :— ) -
No. 456. Memorandum from the Quarter Master Geheral, to the Secretary to
Government, Military Department, dated Iead Quarters, Ootacamund,

PR R

. 6th April 1867, No. 120-2628. -
1. Forwarfled for the orders of Government.
2. Theemployment of a portion of the B. Company, Sappers and Miners, at

. Altoor, in Coorg, was sanctioned in Proceedings of Government No. 3,720, dated
25th October 1866. ‘

(By Order.) o
- (Signed) 'C. COOKE, Colonel,

Quarter Master General,

From the Ofizer Comman-iing Mysore Division, to the Quarter Master General, Iead Quarters,

UL - . Ootacamund, dated Bangalore, 30th March 1867, No. 135.
1. Thave the honour to forward, for the consideration of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-
L . S Chief, letter as per margin, from the Commis-
- No- 724-8 of 27th March 1867+ sioner of Mysore, dispensing, for the present,
. . - with the services of Sappers in Coorg.

. 2. The question of the nature of the work proposed for the Sappers at Mercara wag raised
by Colonel Hill, who understood from the Officer in command of the Company that the men were
to be broken ap into small parties, and employed at a distance from Mercars, like common labourers.
, To this I objected. Ilence the letters of the gommissioher aud Mzjor Sankey sent herewith.
: ‘ 3. Asit appears that neither Major Sankey nor the Commissioner are anxious to retain the
* B, Compauy for the present in Coorg, I would suggest to His Excellency, as there is no accommo-
¢ dation available at Bangalore, that the Ilead Quarters of the Company, and as many men as Colonel
~Walker can provide for, be sent to Wellington for work on the Kotégherry road, wuntil their
" services are again required in Coorg. In his letter, No. 196 of 6th ultimo, to the Deputy Quarter .
. Master General, published in Proceedings of Government No. 909, of 13th instant, Colonel Walker -
stated that he could accommodate at Wellington as many men (42) as are now employed on the
Coonoor ghaut, and that he might manage to increase the accommodation. Should this suggestion
be favourably received by His Excellency, the B. Company, or the greater part thereof, would be
employed on works withti}a few miles of each other. Such men of the party from Coorg as cannos
be sheltered at Wellingfon, must remain at Bangalore, until houses are ready for them. .
4. I enclose the last received Health Report of the Sappers at Mercara, from which His
Excellency will perceive that the men are still suffering greatly from their sojourn at Abtoor, and
that it is by no means unlikely that it may be necessary to send some of them away on sick leave,
which will reduce the number to be provided for.

K Health Report of the B. Company, Sappers and Miners.

- s | .. | B
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Signed) ' F. M. RAYNSFORD, Captain, i
: 23,dlﬁ;zf-:l}?’1867. ( Commanding, B. Company, Sappers and Ainers.
~ SEeT e (Signed) E. GAGE, Licutenant-Colonel, .

Do ‘ Commanding Wing. :
(True Copy.)
i ) . {Signed) W. R. MESHAM, Captain, .

" Dy. Asst. Quarier Master General, Mysore Division.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
: ~ 25th April 1867, -

From the Offciating Commissioner, to the Major General Commanding Mysore Division, dated
Bangalore, 27th March 1867, No. 724-6.

1. Ia continuation of my letter, No. 716-3, dated the 23rd March 1867, to your address,’

I have the honour to annex, for your information, the accompanying copy of a letter, No. 1576-153,
dated the 2iith instant, from the Chief Engineer, relative to the employment and treatment of the
Sapper detachment on duties connected with the Department of Public Works in Coorg.

9 After the severe sickness which has unfortunately prevailed amongst the men and families
of the detachment since they entered Coorg in Deccmber last, which, though under the circum-
stances unavoidable, was perhaps at rather too late a period of tho year to iuitiate, with any chance
of success, the experiment of employing them in that somewhat treacherous climate upon the
Public Works of the Irovince, I concur with Major Saukey in considering that, with reference to

the objections which have been raised to the character of the works on which it had been proposed -

to employ them, their services are not at present likely to be advantageously turned to account in
aid of the Department of Public Works in that Province. - ' :

3. Under these circumstances, and taking into consideration that the poriod ef the ;outh'.

west monsoon is approaching, and that. the detachment may possibly suffer in their present debili- -

tated condition more or less severely from its effects, I have no wish whatever to interpose any
objection to their removal from Coorg and re-call to Bangalore, ‘should such a step be determined
upon by the Military authorities. . -

——

From _the. Chief Engineer in Myéupe, to the Secretary to the Commissioner for Ehe "‘\ﬁ'a.ira of Coorg,
= ~= = 7 dated Mysore, the 26th March P%67, No. 1576-133. :

1. In acknowlefiging the receipt of your No. 709-60, of the 22ad iustant, I have the honounr -
t? request that you will be so good a3 to inform the Commissioner that the Oficer Cummgndi;ng the -
_ Sappers and Miners is under a misconception in supposing that I'bave any intention of breaking ,

up the portion of the Company of Sappers now employ:

ed in Coorg into small ies: :
vpon them or treating them as coolies. ~ - g parties, aud lo,king

2. When these Sappers were first sent to Coorg, I i | ' -
. . 2, I was desirous of making e ] .
in my power for their comfort, and of employing them in one body, with sucl‘; li;zgla;:::?:: :):;

as should render them perfectly contented with their employment. With this view and with the |
o

full consent of Colonel Hill, with whom I placed myself in correspondence on the subject, the

~ Sappers were sent to be employed on the Gonicopal bridge at Ahtoor, which was represented to be
s L 0

h : cogs
as healthy a place as any in Coorg, and within easy reach of Veerajendrapett, the principal market

fS o .
of South Coorg. The amount of working pay was left to be settled between the Officer Command
nds -

ing the Cumpany and the Executive Enui o h d
g | ) nzineer, the only Iimitation bein a € amo P
. (-] ’ g th t moun a. ]
the Sapper-s for the work .done should not exceed the sum for WhiCh we COuldt have go tbt ] lamte
work done in COOl'g by ordmary COO]y labour, and a3 this arranzement dld not take i t .8
o into consxdera-

tion the high pay drawn by the Sa s arer
ppers in the M M ‘
to be a liberal one, : Hitary Department, it must, 1 think, be conceded

3. When fever unfortnnatél .‘
y broke out 80 severel ‘
sneo vt ¢ ore y at Ahtoor, the S w i
ith the orders of the Commissioner, moved up to Mercara, where :}Fei;::: wem’ "'l] ";]co?°
as available for

them in the old Sapper baildin i
: g, and supplies wera easil
which they could be employed within the station of Merlc:r:r(i):slg?me. e soing 00 work &b

directed to employ them in th : the Executive Engi

. e constructl()n Of the road 4. utive Igmeel‘ was .

Veerajendrapett and Sumpajee ghauts, and distant three mﬂ‘:::eosﬁy marked ouf, connecting the
y

was contingent on the opinion of thel i from Mercara, but this order
work, ! e local l’Iedxcal Officer as to whether they were fit for such

4. Under the above circumstan » at any wan d
’ ces, I cannot admit that ny want of considera ion for, or dis-
regard of, the health or comfort of the Sappers employed in Coorg b:s :) Slhe o, i
een shown,

regret that my motives and intentions have been so much misunderst d sod can only
pis ; stood.

5. With reference, however ’

. . , to the present disorganizati ’

their suffering from fever, and the objections raised by ih’;u;:;:ro; the Company, consequent on
- ~Gene

ral Commanding Mysore

waimmm R AR TR T

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. - 25th April 1867.

_ Division to the nature of the work which we are able to find for them, I think that it would be

advisable to withdraw the Company from Coorg for the present season, at all events, leaving it to
be decided hereafter whether they should be sent up again next year or not.

Referred to the Department of Public Works.
. (Signed) R.HAMILTON, Colonel,
Fort SaINT GEORGE, : Deputy Secretary to Government.
12¢h April 1867.

Referred to the Superintending Engineer of the 7Tth Division for early report,
with reference to the suggestion in paragraph 3 of the letter from the Officer Com-
manding the Mysore Division. Colonel Walker will be good enough to state for
how many men accommodation can be provided.

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,

15¢th April 1867. " Secretary to Government.

No. 457. From the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, to the Secretary to

Government, Department Public Works, dated Coonoor, 18th April 1867.

1. In reply to your endorsement of 15th April on correspondence connected
with the B. Company of Sappers (herewith returned), I have the honour to report
that, as stated by the Officer Commanding the Mysore Division, on the authority of -
former letters, forty-two men could be at once accommodated at Wellington in
comfortable quarters, and I am of opinion that arrangements might easily be made
before June for accommodating the rest of the Company. But what their nature
and cost should be would depend upon the probable length of the stay of the entire
Company. They can be determined “hereafter between Lieutenant-Colonel Hill,
Major Farewell, and myself, personally, on receipt of further orders.

2. Meanwhile, a detachment of all men fit for work might march for Welling-
ton direct, by Mysore and the Seegoor ghaut, while the Head Quarters went to
Bangalore to recruit fora time. Some of the heaviest work on the Kotagherry road,
on which the skilled labour and supervision of Sappers can be best utilized, has
to be carried out within a mile of their proposed barracks at Wellington, and fully
to make use of the opportunity, I would suggest that the small allotment of Rupees
5,000 for the work No. 271, of this year’s Budget, be doubled from the Reserve.

"No. 458. OrbEer THEREON, 25th April 1867, No. 1,227.

No. 49 1. Ordered that the foregoing letter
ESTABLISHMENT, Ro. #. from the Superintending Engineer of

- the 7th Division be communicated to
the Military Department, with reference to the Docket of that Department of tho

12th instant, and for the issue of the necessary orders.
2. The question of supplementing the Budget allotment

road will be considered hereafter.

for the Kotagherry
(Tru;a Extract.)

Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division.
,, Military Department.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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