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b Proceedmgs Qf the Madras Government, LPublic 1 o»A.s I)epartment.
10¢2 Janum_/ 1866. : S

=4

- e

No. 237.  Read the followmfr lotter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the

Py Secretary to Government, . Public Works Depqrtment dated Cuddalom
19th December 1865, I\o. 90 — - . N v

S ' 1. Smce my lettcr to Government

’* Letter dated 14th Decomber 1865, No. 54, dqtcd the 27th ultimo, No. 86, I have

o ~ ‘  reccived the original* of the enclosed

from the Supermtenduw I ntrmeer, and which 1 xecl it my duty to. forward to

" Government. _ R

9. Tt will be scen that Colonel Foord is s still of oymlon that the Woxk l\o. 11-
should be proceeded with for the reasons stated, but notwnhbtandmg this opinion
coming from so authoritative a source, I am" compelled to adhere to my own, as

¢ already. expressed, to the effect that the bridge across the Vellaur on the coast
road is not a work of nccessity or one of general . public utility, however advan—

6

3. "There is very littlo, if any, trade, propczly S0 caHed between tlus D1strlct
- and the South by the coast 1oad Irrespective of the lundmnce from want of this |
" bridge, the entire distance, after the first cleven miles out ‘of Cuddalore, consmts of
a long stretch of deep sand less readily traversed very often - than the river s
. crossed, and 1 do not supposc that this hne mlI ever be mehllcd b) reason of the S
very heavy cost. : . T RS
4. 'Before the complchon of tlic leway across tho Southcrn Pemnsula and
which has so revolutionized the outlets of trafiicin the Distr icts through and con-
tiguous to which it passes, the southern coast road was no doubt an 1mp0rtant one;
but every thing is now altered, and the unmade part of the road continues so bad
. that it scems to me a useless expondxture of public money ¢ to erect tbe prOJected
bridge, unless the entire road is complcted leultaneously , . e

: 5. 'So soon as the leway from Trichinopoly is connected with the Madras
main line by Erode,-it will no doubt put a final stop to all traffic commumcatwn in
thlS direction, ‘so that the necesmty which suggested _the bridge many years ago

will, on the openmn‘ of the Trichinopoly and Er ode Branch Rallway, almost ent1rely

: cease. 'The main line of Railway has already withdrawn the passenger traffic from -
the old trunlk lines through this Distriet to Trichinopoly and other stations “within '
¢ the Tanjore District, every one preferring to travel by rail as far as Salem or Erode, -

‘, and the greater part of the trade of the country has been similarly turned from its

f‘ ordinary channels of outlet, and thus on the completion of the Trlchmopoly june--

! tion at Erode the coast line will probably be wholly abandoned except for travellers

: and local traflic passing between the two Distriets of TanJom and South Arcot.

6. Itis on these rrrounds that T am opposed to the w01k, as not bemo' one called

¢ for under the altercd circumstances of the country, otherwise I should much
: “wish to have the bridge constructed and as well the coast road metalled through-
out, for it would unquestionably benefit all local interests in this and the neigh-

" pouring Districts with whicli Tam most concerned ; and if Grovernment aro prepared

" to incur.tho cost I should be the last to object, and it may be urged in support of . L ‘

the woik, as stated by Colonel Foord inthe second pa,raoraph of his letter, that ““ all
%« the rivers crossing British territory and in the French territories of Pondlcherry
iy and Karrikal have been bndrred Wlth the e‘:cophon of the Vellaur. :

H
s

‘-

.tageous and beneficial it ml"‘llt be for travellers and local trafie. . .. | .
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- %0 far, and iy'qg no

WwProcc;edings of the Madyqg Goverhment, Public Worgs Depariment,
: 10¢4 Januar.-/ 1866,

el

Crossing the river will at once have my

Suporintcnding Engincer.

sion, o the Collector of South Arcor, dated 14th
December 1865, No,. 54,

- L With reference to your letter of (he o

ment, eopy of which I have recejve

you that the bridge over the Verd:”’tchellam riv
under-rated the obstruetion which the Vellay

he fresheg ¢
the year, = ) -

ate that I quite agree \vi&h‘
ired, bup I think you have

€0ast road. The river is tidal
me dowy that crOS\ing is icult, byt all through

Iy anlend ¢ Negapatam. -“.1
Briv ' i Frency territories of Pondi-
8 \'e!laur, a bridge for which has

3. Astwo Years must o], 7

henever that inay be)
en in the meanwbile
g% %0 some Chuttram,
red into which horses
. €quired op the south bank to bring
Ver and preyey, it euttipe ;

eps be ok
boat belon
boat jq requj

» 10 Janyqyy 1866, No, 115,

" The qulector of South Arcot will
nformeg that there i3 0 probability

the estimate for the bridge across the
-67. -

) Coloﬁel, R. E.,‘

Secretarg/ lo Government.

* To the Coilector of South Arcot,

" Superi_ntending Engineer, 5th Divisiop,

Exd. 8. T. Avgustin, . -
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