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Procecdings of the Mudras Government, Public Works Department
4 23rd May 1866. '

No, 568. - Read the following- letter from the Controller of Public Works
Accounts, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,
dated Madras, 11th May 1866, No. 153 :— ’

1. With refercnce to G. O. of the 7th instant, No. 1,465, I beg very respect-
fully to suggest, for the consideration of Government, that when estimates are
prepared by Officers or Subordinates of this Department for the repair of irrigation
works, and it is alleged that a portion of the work will be executed by village or
other labor, 50 as to reduce the amount of the estimate, the Collector before afiizing
- his signature in approval of the execution of the work should call upon Lis
Tabsildar to ascertain from tho villagers concerned if they are prepared to perform
the portion of the ivgrk'allot’ged to them, and take written agreements from them
provided they consent to undertake it. : o .

2. This rule was always observed in Bellary, when I was District Engincer

there,.and Ido not recollect that any loss was ever incurred by the Government, or

that any very serious misunderstanding with the ryots occurred, as before this

. Department began the work at all the people were made to understand what was

cxpected from them. ‘ , ' '

3.- So anxious are the people of this country to have their irrigation works
thoroughly repaired, and if possible improved, so as to secure a larger quantity of
water or to diminish the chances of total loss by breaches occurring, they will
promisc any thing to an Officer coming to their villages to inspect or estimate for
such works: and like all weak and ignorant people, as soon as it appears there is a
chance of obtaining one great desire of their lives, they ignore as much as possible
all obligations incurred nnder less promising circumstances : the Colloctors of tho -
Districts however, I submit, are the proper persons to securc the Government

_from loss in such cases; the members of our Department can only record for their

“information what has been said to them on the spot, - '

. No. 569. 7 Orpze raEREON, 231d May 1866, No. 1,647.

Communicated to the Superintend- -
" ing Engineers,in order to their attention
being drawn to the necessity for written
agreements being obtained from ryots in all cases in which they consent to defray
a portion of the cost of a work. :

CIVIL WORKS, No. 79.

(Truc Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colone], L. E,,
o Secretary to Government,

To the Supericteadirg Engineers.
", Controller of Pablic Works Accounts. -

Tzd. §. T, Augustin.
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