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1’70ceedmrrs- qft/ze ﬂ[ad:a ljoz,mn‘mc&”{ I'ublzc Works Department,
» - , . . _A ' 17[1‘ 17' ? ]8(#)60 - V

; .

-~ No: 435. Read the followmn' lf,tter frOxi} the Actmr’ Consulting:Engineer for -
jrerament, Public Works Department '

Railways, to the Scere tary to Go
. dated Madras, 2nd May 1866, No. 196 :—

- l. Lleutenant Coloncl O’Lonncll subnjitted: to Govcrnment with lns lctterr
: ' dated the 27th September 1864, No. 533,

Vide Order No. 668 dated 18th October 1864, "the whole of the corlespondence thch'
- hatl taken place with the Agent and Chicf

Enfrmccr of the Great Southern of Tndia Raxlway Compa.ny with respect to a sum
of Rupees 42,000 which remained unaccountcd for

‘2. Since September 1864 reminders have been repcatedly sent to the Arrent
to explam Low the amount above rcferrcd to was expended

e . L 3. On the 15th Febru'u'y last the
. With letter No. ],948. . Agent submltted a letter from the Chief
SR ' En"meer;i in' which he c‘(pressed his

1nab111ty to arrive ‘xt a complete clearing up of the suspense accounts. ' The .
chief cause of the confusxon in the accounts was stated to have arisen from thele -

being. no respons1ble Record-keeper in charge of accounts, books, and vouchers.
~ Vouchers had consequcntly been miislaid or destroyed, and there was no posablhty
" of finding the books in which the items kept i in susfense were recorded. Under
* these cucumstances it was suggested by tho Chief Engineer that sanction be obtained
to pass the amount into Form D. It was '11:0 suggested by him that, with a view

to arrive at some solutlon of the amount rermzining unaccounted for, the accounts

be made up de novo from the commencement of WmL m 18:)8

o A, Fxom letters* received from the

! No‘ 2 016 dated 26th Aprﬂ 1866 tono Ar*ent and- Clnef Engineer on the 30th )
b .. ultimo, I gather that the actual'amount

- for Wluch vouchers cannot be produced is Rupees 37,309-9-2, and that with the .
. exceptmn ‘of an item of Rupees 1,649-2 27, twice credited in”the accounts bya.

~ Cash-keeper, from whom no sccurity had been taLen, and who dicd before his -

~ accounts were closed, the Chief Engineer “s-of opmlon that the money . had becn .
R properly etpended on the affairs of the Com pany. A
7 . 5.. " ‘There can be no question | that had a proper Accountant and Account.’.

°’0th do ss

99 . 22

t

Estabhshmcnt been mzuntamcd on the’ Grea, Southern of India Rall\my, the con-
fusion complamed of by the Chief Engincer i i the accounts would not have occurred.

It is clear that want of superv mon has lcd o 50 larrrc a sum of money rcma.mmo'_ o

- unaccounted for. . . —

6. In accordance w1th the 1nstruct10ns confalned in paran'raph 3 of the

, Despfttch
~ 4th November 1859, No. 109, the whole of the c1rcumstances connccted with this

" matter should be rcported Home for the decision of theSe cretarl of State in Council,

and I have the honor to recommend that this be done .

7. Tdo not see that any good will result from’ malonrr -up the" aecounts:. -
afresh ‘since 1858. To do’ this would inv olve thy’ neces.axty of employmﬂ' an -

B addltmnal estabhshment and addmn' to thie money already Spcnt

from theé Secretary of State for India-to’ the Goverf{ment of India, dated . -
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rnof India, .w .way, to the Consulting Engincer for R'ulways

] t Southe
From the Agent Grea Negapatam, ]M“ February 1866, No. 1,918,

[

dated N
- . nd previous correspondence, havm« been com-

' tter No. 21 of the 10th u.h 10, and
A 1 Lave riccived from him the reply of which the attached is

municated to the Chief Engimcr,-

B the st Jmml'y 1864, (iha d ? o from which the Chief Engincer handed over charge
= Upon ery ceounts of the Lastern Seption to the Tiesilent Engineer,) the debit in the Com-
of the ]‘,nrrmcerm a 1]‘,,) sees 40,930-15-3. The amount of money in his

Tnginecr ¥as
zainst the Chicf Xy .
any's books aga T Lﬂ:n;u to b2 accounted for being Rupces 39,229-8-2,

AIoi ‘t have T expect been passed thromh the forms D. for

P
cash chest was Iupces 10,.0[-4 -1.

hi
o \ or o portion of this
- 3. Vouchers forap o Hﬂe the awount, uncleared will bo less than that stated -

January 1364 and subsequent monibs,

l \“n\
bove. These forms (for January aw
D‘ If you concur with the Chief L“" aeer, will you please let me know the result of the
) 14

£ ~m.t months) I am now auditing.

4.
application to Gov ernment,

‘F m‘th-c Chief Engincer, to the Ageat Great Southern of India Railway, dated Trichinopoly,
o of Engineer, to the
- 2G:h Junnary 1866, :

. .- v . .
Suspenze decovnts, Laslern L.ction.

ks

1. I regret to say ‘that T kave not i ren zble to arrive at a complete clearing up of theso

v oo 1Y B
ccounts as I had hoped to do oz ere t. . .
a D at which date 1t became

9, District No. 3 account Ln} en d arad up to S0th Junc 1862,

. amalgamated with those of Districts l, AR U .
-~ 3. The chief cause of all this ¢ tuzfan, wal labor after wading through thc boo\s has

been that no responsible Record- kwmr was in charge of aeeounts, books, and vouchers.  Vouchers

have consequently got mislaid or destroo ] ¥ white-ants and damp, andll am now brouzht to a

‘stand still by not being able to firyl RS 3 in which the items kept in suspense from time to.
time and afterwards entered in the Fax bi, ¢ e jumnt to the 30th June 1862, were recorded.

4. Asyowarcaware Ikhavehalgrost lifizultics to contend with in endeavouring to clear

up these accounts. When I was put in ¢l of the Ingincering Department, I found the

' i person in charge. No rezular handing over of

e LTSS
~vyouchers scattered, and withe-it any. res:
vouchers from the Engincers anpears even ta Lave takea place, nor ‘does there appear cver to have

been any register of vouchers cither at heud quarter
to hunt up each voucher in its turn asthe weii of clearing the suspense items went on. Many

and frequent changes took pluze amanyg ti 3 1 4%s engazed on the x\ork, added to which hardly one
of the old Writers, who had }.2cn cony nects u wish the keeping and preparation ¢f accounts, remain-
ed. I would sugzest that, vader the circu [.l aees, application shiould be made to Government for
sanction to pass the amount iato Form I). aulsy enable usto start forward without this great
incubus of arrears so detrizaeatal to eurriuz “work. It may be reasonably assumed that all the
paymeats have been bond’ jle mads wrl ¢ niwred in the different cash books, but the difficulty lies
in the absence of a clear acesant of what I.z:—t: tzen wholly or in part of cach payment passed into
"Form D, and to arrivé at this, there ranaie? rohing Lut to make out de novo the accounts of the
Eastern Section, that is fro 1838.. I ik
tioning my proposal, lookiny to tha fict

o

~arare about to und«rtake, under instructions fro"l

the Dircctors, an audit of :1o acen anty o i " Bastern Scetion from the commencement, and i m.

making this audit all tha  merts will coms up In detail, aa takcn eredit for through the forms.

..{ ’ ‘. .
From the Afvcn.. Gn'u Sout besh of India Rails ¥ay, to the Consulting Engineer for Railways, datcd

-+ Reghpato, 26th Apri| 1866, No. 2,016,
1. In rep]v ts xvgrl". for No. 100 of the 23rd instant, I attach hereto copy of thc Chicf
LEngineer’s further 101 ot o 1 thisastam S-*ctxou Suzpense Account.

~ Ay :
2, Tta QTPCATS j. 1} ’um\ t}f}.“ th" 3,..10 mt {for \\thb the I‘D"IDCCX’U’" Dcpart'ncnt SCC]‘LS

crc;ht anl for W' 1nh ket L_r\'u tment r-l‘anv lJl‘UL.C OLIC‘Q‘.X':» 13 .PJPCCS u7 309- J-"-
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1’1 ocee(lm'rs of tlze JIadras- Government, Public Works Department,
171/t11[aj 18G6. : -

3. “1th the exception of an item of Rupees 1,649-2-7 (twice taken credit for by one of the
En"mdee(;m" gash kecpcrs) the Chief Engincer ig sf opinion that the above sum has been properly
expended on the affairs of the Company. Sechis remarks hereon, submitt d wit
of the 15th February last. ' He i myletior No- 1,013

4. 1In the event of the sanction of Govemmrnt bem'r obtained to the wrxtmrr off of this sus-
pense amount, pIease inform me in what form, ard under what heading, it should be entered.
From the Chief Engmecr to the Agent Great R7-’ern of India Ra.xlway, da.ted Tnchmopoly

o 20th A~V 366,
" The amount for whxch I require the sanctic ﬂ ;ovemment to cha.rge off mthout partxculars ‘

. in Form D. is Rupees 37,309-9-2. : !

The amount includes Rupecs 1,649-.. 7 v.b " appears twice entered(by the late Acting Cash-
keeper Venkeah) i in th h book. avs
oper ¢ cash boo Vaneah gave rs secunty, and died before his accounts were
se

I attach Mcmorandum showm'r the manter’ in vluch the amount of Rupees 317,3209-9- 2 is

arrxved at. C Ty v : : N
Boo‘k balanie .. . o L ~ .Rs. AR RS. P. .
Cashin chest -~ ., ™ e . 10.;'01 7 1 - 49,950 15 o
"Do. Madrns Bank - 106 15 2 o
o ‘._ : 10,808 6 3
DeAduc’,t credxt to Photographic Account 134 9 5- i : A
- ‘ ’ — 10,673 ‘12 10.
T : o 89,257 2 5
Deduct amount returned since Ist Janua- - .. we 1,947 9 3
“Amount unreturned for which sanctmn isge . »d°ccharge off without. - .
partioulars’ L. o L. o ve . 87300 9 2
R (Tme C =)
o D c , e B (Signed) W.S.BETTS, )
o < S DR L S " dgent.
No. 456 Onmm 'mnm:ov 17th May 1866 No. 1, ,589.

1. Ordered that a- copy of thls
- .ter, with its enclosures and of the
. :sccedings of CGlovernment No. 668,
dated 18th October 1864 be forwarded for "> orders of the Right Honorable' the -

RAILWAY No., 44.

2. The Government fully concur in . remarks which are contained in\pé.rva_-
graphs 5 and 7 of the Actmrr Consulting *  _acer’s letter above recorded.
- (True F- - o1 ) |

| _ (Signed) CE:RLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
el . " - Secretary to G’o_vemmmt.

’

,Exd.S._T.Angustiﬁ.— B L ’ - .
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