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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
. : 16tk May 1866.

wr——

No. 418. . TRead the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for
Irrigation and Canal Company, dated Madras, 5th May 1866, No. 5:—

Read the following letter from the Agent and Manager Madras Irrigation and
Canal Company, to the Consulting Engineer Madras Irrigation and
_ Canal Company, dated Madras, 2nd May 1866, No. 6. A

1. I have the honor to forward for your perusal copy of a letter which has
been addressed to me by Mr. Lowe, the Officer in charge at Kurnool, with reference
to the payment by him, under the decision of the Chief Engineer, of a sum of
Rupees 100. )

2. 1 address you on the subject because from my knowledge of the facts, and
they are better known to me than to the Chief Engineer, I am apprchensive that
Mr: Latham’s decision does not meet the justice of the case.

" 3. The individual who, in my opinion, is really culpable has left the service,
and that I am right in this view I think the following statement of facts will show.

< 4.~ In or about February 1863 three or four cheques, (now properly termed
cash orders,) each for Rupees 100, were issued payable in Madras to employés in
Soonkasala Division, then in charge of Mr. Lowe, but some confusion arose from so
many orders for a like amount being issued, and value was omitted to be received,
or if received to be debited, in the case of one of the order. -

5. Properly this omission ought at once to have been detected in the Agent’s
Office, but in the state of confusion and arrear which characterized the establish-
ment at that time, it is not surprising that the omission passed unnoticed, aud it
was not, I believe, until the beginning of 1865 that attention was first drawn to it.

6. An enquiry was then sent to Mr. Dodson, Executive Engineer of Hindry
to which Soonkasala was subordinate, and Mr. Dodson, instead of investi-
gating the accounts and records of his Office which would have clcared the matter

up at once, catisfied himself with referring the matter to Mr. Lowe, who had long

before been transferred to Bellary. .

7. Mr. Lowe having no records at Bellary to refer to, gave the best explana-
tion in his power from Lis recollection of the transaction, and this was transmitted
to the Agent.” The information so communicated proved inconclusive and unsatis-
factory, and a fresh reference to Hindry became necessary. Much time was con-
gumed in the correspondence, and before it could be brought to a certain issue Mr.
Gilbanks left the service, and his claims against the Company were scttled, thus
depriving us of the power of recovering the 100 Rupees from him.

8. Here Imay remark that although
it has been assumed that Mr. Gilbanks™®

Eheque is the one which has not been covered, the Division records do not very

* Sl;lce dead

clearly show which of the three or four cheques for Rupees 100 which were issued

is the onein default.

9. 1 think you will agree with me that to enforce the payment of this money

from Mr. Lowe would be neither fair nor reasonable, and, as we cannot recover

from the person really in fault, that the ends of justice would be better answered
by writing off the amount to ¢ profit and loss.” -

From W.J. LOWE, Esq, Executive Engineer; to the Agent and Manager Madras Irrigation

and Canal Company, dated Kurnool, 24th April 18€6, No. 43.
1. As the Chief Engineer bas decided that the undebited cheque for Rupees 100 drawn by

me in favor of Mr. Gilbanks, in the Sconkasala Divisico, No. 48 of 12th Felrvary 1£63,) ekould
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