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s - 7 1 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public W, orks Depaftment.
5 (- 12¢th March 1866
, a : No. 259 Read the following Circular fiom the Secretary to the Government of
| . - L ) ‘ . India, Public Works Department, (Railway,) to the Scer etary to the
‘ o 1 Government of Madras, Public Woiks Department, (Railway), dated Fort
‘ [; ’ Wilhiam, 14th Febiuary 1866, No. 2 .—
- ' - In forwarding, for information, copy of the following correspondence relating
’ 4 to a system of butbery, which is alleged to have obtained 1n Berar, in conncction
) . -, 4 with the transit of cotton by rail, and the measures which were taken to put it down,
i . | L the undersigned is directed to invite the expression of any remarks or suggestions
‘ . i o , that the Government of Madras may desire to offer on the subject.
o o (Signed) E. C. S. WILLIAMS, Captain, R. E.,
P “ C . ; ‘ 1; : Under Seeretary to the Government of India.
- - , ¢ From the Resident at Iyderabad, to the Secvetary to the Government of India, Forcign Depart-
i - . E . ment, dated 11th October 1865, No. 41,
’ ‘ I have the honor to submit, for the information of Ihis Excellency the Governsr General
g i ( of India 1n Couneil, copy of a ltetter from the Commissioner, Hyderabad Assigned Districts,

No 1,223 of the 2ad October 1803, with enclosure, exposing the extent to which corruption has
boen carried on by Ralway Station Masters in Beiar, and to state that I have addressed the Bom.

bay Government on the subject.

o

From tho Commussioner, ITyderabad Assigned Districts, to the Iirst Asaistant Resident, Hydera-
bad, dated 2nd October 1863, No. 1,223-276.

1. I have the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Oﬁiciatfng Deputy Commissioner,
Akolah, regarding the management of the Railway Stations in Berar
2. A gigantic system of bribery and corruption has been carried on by the Station Masters,

and I doubt very much whether 1t will ever bo put a stop to, unless the Railway Company can make
artangements for carrymg the traffic of the country .

From the Oliziating Dopaty Commissioner, Akolah District, to the Commissioner, Ilyderabad
Assigned Districts, dated 23th September 1863, No. 263, i

1. In addressing you on the subject of the removal of the cotton that accumulates at the
Railway Stations in Berar, I have the honor to state that I do so because I think that the
extent to which corruption has been earried on during the past two years, and especially at
Mulkapoor, will bo better appreciated by the authorities of the Railway Department 1f they receave
independent evidence from us of the state of Native feeling which has been gradually brought about
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on the matter.

2. I am aware also that the evil, against which I would desire to protect the traders, is
mamly due to their own fault  They are willing to bribe highly for the advantage of gaming the
market of a particular date, and the offer of sums varying from Rupees 50 to Rupees 100, for the
3 despatch of each waggon, is a temptation which 1t 1s very diicult for a Station Master to 1esist.
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' / ’ J ' At the same time, this protection of the people agamst their own belief 1 the power of corrupt
h T L J * . . influence is only the same difficulty which has to be met 1n every Department presenting itself in
L . : e .
B g oo S i ; v : { this mstance in a new shape. ,
o b LT o 3. lhe evil has reached such large dimensions now, that I would urge that the present
i . . . ” o o . ‘ gg gystem of precautions adopted by the Traffic Department cannot be considered adequate  That
. . . : ¢ . ‘ : L R . . . the traders, in whose interest I am addressing you, are beginning to feel thig llicit competition
” ST coae e - A o T S K . as a heavy impost, is proved by the tone of their addresses to me on the subject, and by the fact, of
~ . - IR L. L - L . ® : . X .
e ) . } S ) . K — T . which I am informed by some of them, that a meeting has been held by their con esponding houses 1
< - 2 . T # - ® »,. K . o . . A \ ) . ) ] e ¢
- TN u I o T e N . Bombay, which failed however in determining on any definite Line of action. I must add that the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.
12th March 1866.

Al

ed by Mr. Cordery, Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Akolah District, will evidently be of great
gervico, and I have thercfore directed they should be carried out, with the exgeptlon of the fee'pro‘
posed to be charged on bales of cotton stacked in Government enclosures, in regard to w}nc'h I
golicrt 1lis Excellency the Governor General's orders, It scems to me that suczl a fe.e might f:a.u'ly
be charged as a species of ground-rent, but one \nnaabale, as proposed by the Commissioner, is too

h. and I think half an Anna a bale for every bale stacked would be sufficient to cover all expenses.

muc but they certainly do

We have no means of calculating the exact number of bales exported by rail ;
s than a lakh, on which quantity the above charge would yield a little over Rs 3,000,

t toles
ot amors ng and payng for six Karkoons at the six Rul-

gufficient, I think, to defray the expenses of enclos:
way Stations in Berar where cotton may be expected to lie

——

ommissioner, IIyderabad Assigned Districts, to the First Assistant Resident at Hydera-
bad, dated 15th November 1865, No. 1,424-312.

1. I have the honor to forward corre-
spondence* regarding better arrangements being
made for the export of cotton at the different
Railway Stations

From the C

® Prom Depuly Commissioner, Akolah Distuct, No 085,

ted 10th November 1863, to Commxsnl?ner. }
'Fn:lnaz gommlsmoner, No. 1,423, dated 15th Novemwber 1863,

to Deputy Comnussioner,

9 T think a small charge might, with the greatest farrness, be made for bales stacked on the
Government ground before being dispatched by rail, and I gohicit the Resident’s sanction to an
Anna a bale being charged upon all cotton stacked 1n the resex.'ved ground The charge is merely
ominal one, but 1t would enable us to pay for ‘the expenses incurred 1n putting up the railings,
and in keeping up & small establishment for registermg the quantity of cotton exported It .13
dless to say that accurate statistical information regarding the amount of cotton produced in
lt]}f: different parts of Berar would be very valuable, and the small charge on the bales would enable

us to obtain this mformation. .

3. The Deputy Commussioner proposes a charge of half a pie a bale a month ; a charge of

thi k.ind would mvolve long calculations, and would not furnish sufficient funds, while a charge of
18 B

ono Anna is merely a nominal one.

an

to4t Commussioner, Akolah District, to the Commissioner, Hyderabad
From thefs?i?r{:zln%i::rex?;stf dated 10th November 1865, No. 985-320.
; ter No. 263 of the 25th September 1865, I have the honour to state
I have had the pleasure of meeting Captain Sherard Oshorn and Captain Oldham, the Deputy
that . ho Rail neineer, and of consulting with them on the best mode of preventing the
Consulting ﬂ:};" ai chxsc(’ad in ,thxs District by the cotton dealers on the Railway Authorities, and
frands 313::):1? of Iét‘ation Masters 1n the matter of furnishing wagzons to the dealers
e c20 '.:.‘he following is the course adopted by the Traffic Department for the distribution of its
o .—On the 1st November, a list was drawn up purporting to be a list of men who had
ca:tl nglt; ing ready for conveyance. To these men a certain number of wagzons are allotted 1n suc-
cotto -3

trains ratably according to the number of bales which, as they state, are ready for desdatch.
b ovance assigned to each is entered on the List which is affixed in a public place, is well
Tho conves y I believe, 1n practice sccorded to him As soon as the cotton

) d 18
LHOWI\ tO the J\SSI 'llc(‘, an s

r may be the greater abstract justice in the prnciple of rotation according to the
that the principle of the arrangement now 1n force. viz, that of conveyance
ity of the consignment that may bo ready on the date when carriage is avail.,
ted with other pownts bearing both on the interest and on the

m confident they will not depart frogn i,

With reference to my let

3. Whateve
date of arnval, I find
according to the quant
able at all, is so timately connec
convenicnee of the Company, that I a '

4. Dut Captain Osborn is as golicitous as myself to stop the fraud which has undoubtedly

crept in ; and this, a8 I have ascertained, hies in the preparation of these hists rather th:}ix~ in any

yiolation of the engagements entered 1n them afier they have been prepared.
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by the Government, except on the sections, and in accordance with the tiers pres
five different descriptions of bales. Crl

addition will be permitted to it until 1t has all been removed, A materil test will

the carriage due ; for the quantity that would have been cony eyed away,
would be well known to the Station Tnspector. ’

out the spaces, and Captam O.born has engazed to supply the stq)
div sion of the separate allotments
expense that may be incurred fiom the funds supplied by hug terminal rate

that may be stacked on the reserved grouad.  Out of the fund g, prod.
Loon necessary for the registration, and the other small expenseg ny
ment, would be fully meb

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public' Wos ks Department
12¢h March 1866, ,

. 5 . The nu;nb;r (())f(‘) bales cntered as having been on the spot ready for dispatch on tho ls‘t
ovember exceeds 85 000 ; it ia a matter of L i
novr or of fact that there was then not more than 40,000, if so

) ?1,, Whether ‘the dealers and agents were acting in collusion with the Station Master, or
whether they deceived liun respecting the number of bales they really had, is a question mto which
we need not enter It is certain that many, and especially those whose names are down for tho
larg?r.quantxtxes, hal not really more than a fraction of that number, and have consequently been
receiving waggons at a1dte 1njurious to those who may h ’

‘ ¥ have subsequently arrived, or

had the number which they entered as ready. ! armved, orwho may havo

7. It1salso certain that some of the agents have entered their names two or three times

over for purely fictitious bales. They are then able to dispose of the carriage which has thus been
allotted to them, at a very high profit to men who have themselves only just brought up theur cotton

8. T trust that this 1s a sufficiently clear account of the evil as it now exists.

It .
one that admits of a fairly efficacious remedy. 18 fortunately

9. Itis clear that, if we can prevent misrepresentation of the i
the dates on which the lists are prepared, and the introduction of purelyqi‘i]:::i?:: ;Iltrt.he gtll‘ound at
to fraud will be closod. The cotton has merely to be counted, and if this can be d ies, this door
manner, fraud, 1n the face of so many jealousies, will become difficult, far more 10m:1 A poLe
and suseeptible of positive proof ’ easily discoverable

10  But this 1s what 1s hardly possible to do at all in the present chaotic condit
bales as they are now piled on the ground adjoining the station , 1t 1s certanly m l w:}l of the
Station Master can now do; and it appears to me to be more than wo have a it tors o e
the Railway Authorities without some assistance from our own side. ght to demand of
11. I propose to-morrow with the Station Master to count the number of 1,
ground, and Captain Osborn has ordered that a new list be drawn up accor dxon
that counting. \ g

ales now on the
to the result of

12. As this cotton 'is removed, any that may subsequent] )
ground for which‘it is taken. But that grouad \\le be ﬁtst m:rka:;;l::t ?xins btfa:ta(:de on tho
capable of holding each 250, 500, 750, or 1,000 bales according to the numbel{'l of :S or ‘sectlo.ns
they may be piled. These squares will be allotted to anyb'ody who has cottin a:b han&erﬂ in which
them, and a Register of his name and the quantity he has so placed will be kept up

13  No one will be allowed to stack his cotton on the ground reserved by the R

to place on

alway and
bed for the

14. It will then bo possible, whenever a new List is prepared, to correct any false ent
en ry on

the part of the Agent or dealer by the most summary inspection of the sections allotted toh
1m.

15. After a section has been onco filled, nd the quantity on it been enterod on the lit
18t, no

therefore be at
fuilure 1n supplying
had it been supplied,

band in the event of any complaint beinz made agamst the Station Master for

|6 (Ja:ptaiﬂ OIdhaﬂn has Cng&scd to urn Sh me i 3 y p
+ f gasurecments necessar f()r m i
W th the measur q pl“ﬂ

tes necessary for the distinet

1o has also engaged to contiibute at logst the half of any
1

17 Dut I would propose to levy an infimtesimal rate of half Pio per month £ Lb
ot each bojah

1ced, the pay of the Kar-
olved in the proposed arrange-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depart T
1288 March 1866, pariment.

18. At the three stations in this District, the scheme cannot be thoroughly worked until the
. removal of the cotton now lying. But I was desired by Captamn Osborn to add that, should it
meet your appoval, it would be a great satisfaction to him to find that the land at the station
between Sheagaon and Budneira had been marked out in the way how proposed when the lme was
opened. It is believed that this will certanly take place on the 15th proximo.
From the Commissioner, ITyderabad Assigned Districts, to the Deputy Commissioner, Akolah
District, dated 15th November 1856, No. 1,423.
1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 985 of the 10th instant,
ng a stop to the corruption that goes on at the Railway Stations.
be Railway being unable to carry the traffic of
If the cotton were, immediately on its arrival at the stations, sent fo Bombay,
hants giving bribes; but when bales may be detained ab the
bjected to immense loss in consequence, they
Masters will not resist the temptation

proposing measures for putti
9. The cvil has betn caused solely by t
the country,
there would be no object in merc
Railway Stations for months, and their owners su
will certainly‘oﬂ'er such high bribes for waggons that Station
of making their fortunes in a few months.
3. So long as the accumulation of cot
be ifforded for having the bales so arrang

arrangements of the Railway Authorities. . '
4g Tho suggestion for having the reserved land stacked off into plots, holding a fixed

n les 15, I think, a very good one, and the measuie should be cam'ed out at once.
I: nil:e:c:)f.f ll;?{eli: that any merchant will have 1,000 bales onhh::ndda: :;; t;::, t;xx:xlxes; ;1(1)9
accumulation is ‘very great, snd many merchants mlghtbxmi - It? laulgl: plots reman nemy‘
Would plots bolding 100 bales in each tier uwob bo P“’f"“‘b" fuvored mith your opinion on
empty, a great deal of room will b6 wasted. I beg to be 13

this subject.
5 Tt is not jn my pover to order & charge,

n di nt ground,

cotton stack the reserved Governme . : e on

oneO a:dacl cwilllnrcfcr the question to the Resident, On the completion of the plots, a Karkoon
)

; ig of the greatest import-
to register the bales can beent rtained and pad from the Local Fupds.  1t1s0f the 8 P

. i cotton produced in Berar,
ance that we should obtain correct statistics regarding the quantity of P

: 1 the bales come, and also of
he marts from which t .
e e et o rcco:;too;:ports that will go on t111 the monsoon will consist

tho season in which the cotton %49 BT ”th t 13 to say whether Bunnee or Jerrce, should also
of old and new cotton, The Lind of cotton, taat b '
be recorded

6. Ibeg that youwill h
tions will be issued to the Deputy Cow

Budneira.
7. A copy of this letter ba

ton continues, any assistance that we can give should
ed in the reserved land as to facilitate the traffic

however small, to be made for bales of
put I think such a charge is a very fair

n at Akolah, and the necessary instruc-

di X
rae g Moortizapoor and

otton plots
are the ¢ ’ Qomrawuttee, regardin

mi-sionet,

5 been sent to Captain Osborn.

—n——
¢ of India Foreign Department, to the Resident at ITydera-
men y

21st Deccmber 1863, No. 2,412 T .
o receipt of your letter No. 47, dated 28th November, and
Gencral i Council i3 pleased to S{Ll'l(}f:lm} the arrangements
r and equal terms in respect of priority of transport for

From the Secretary to the Govern

bad, dated

1. Iam directed to o hnonledge th

in roply to inform you that the Governor i«
proposed by you to secure to all exporters

i Stations.
their cotton at the different Lailway Station ;
add that it mast ba clearly underg

Government enclosure, continud
g thar safe custody.

tood that the persons who stack their

2. Lam, however, (0 respoasible for them, and must make

bales of cotton within the r
their own arrangeumcnts {or cnguriy
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

12¢th March 1866.

No. 260.

Orper THEREON, 12th March 18686, No. 821,

RAILWAY, No. 32,

(True Extract.)

5 Communicated to the.Consulting
Engineer for Railways for such observa-
tions as he may have to offer on the
subject.

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R.E.,

To the Consulting Enginecr for Railways.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

- T

Secretary to Government,
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