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DProceedings of the Madras Government. Public Works Department, .
5th March 1869,

"No. 89. Read the followiﬁg lettor from the Municipal Commissioners for the
Town of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Madras, 16th February 1866 :—

, 1. We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Order of Government,
' dated 1st instant, Pablic Works Department, No. 405, at paragraph 45 of which we
are requested, as we have been authorized to levy tolls under Sections 21 to 24 of

Act IX. of 1865, from 1st January 1866,

. Mount Road. : " -
_ Powder Mills Road to I.)rov1de the necessary funds for f:he
Poonamallee Road. maintenance and repair for the ensuing
_ South Beach Road. ] 1

) - Taplanade Koads. year of. the roads not.ed in the margin,

. for which we have hitherto reccived an
allowance from Government of Rupces 27,307 per annum.

9. On the 13th September 1864 we furnished Government with full particu-
lars of the circumstances and stipulations ander which the maintenance of all
Government roads was entrusted to this Department, and pointed out that the
majority traverse the Esplanades of the Fort and Black Town, and were specially
},ﬁ excluded by Section V. of Act XIV. of 1856, from the roads vested in and
~ pelonging to the Municipal Commissioners, which exclusion is repeated in
Section 78 of the present Municipal Act No. IX. of 1865. )

3. On the 22nd March 1865, Government passed the following order on our
said report:i—

¢ Keeping in view the heavy demands upon the Municipality, owing to the
t]arge area within their limits, and adverting to the circumstance that a consider-
"« ghle portion of the Police expenditure, not less, probably, than Rupees 1,03,000,
¢« will shortly be made chargeable upon that body, necessitating a considerable
¢« increase to the present rate of assessment, the Governor in Council is of opinion
¢ that tfe grant now made to the Municipal Commissioners for the maintenance of
¢t the roads within the limits of the Presidency cannot at present be reduced.”

- 4. TIn their Order dated 1st instant, now under acknowledgment, Govern-
ment advance as their reason for burdening the Municipality with the maintcnance
of the roads in question, first, the authority granted to levy tolls on carriages and
other vehicles under Sections 21 to 42 of Act IX. of 1863 ; and, sccondly, that the
Government of India have called upon this Government to take measures for
charging to funds derived from local sources the cost of maintaining many, if not all,
of the roads within Municipal limits, for which an annual grant has herctofore been

’ provided from Imperial Funds. ‘ -

5. We would, however, bég to remind Government that the introduction of .
tolls was proposed by us so far back as the 6th June 1864, in consequence of the
considerable yearly increase in our outlay for the maintenance of the Municipal
roals, in the expediency of which proposal Government were then disposed to
concur, but on further consideration (15th August 1864) were of opinion thata toll
at the entrance of a town is likely to be productive of grave inconvenience, and
doubted whether this would be compensated for by the amount likely to be obtained.
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