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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Firancial Depariment,
2rd Febrvary 18¢€6. ‘ |

- PP L e adle et

i i e

No. 37. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in
' the Financial Depa:tment, dated 7th February 18€6, No. 519. ‘
Read letter from Mr. M. II. Foster, dated 22nd January 1863, forwarding a Memorandum drawn
up by him regarding some of the main points to be attended to by the Oflicers engaged
in carrying on the new system of Sccount. - -

‘ ORDER. ‘ .
Ordered that paragraphs 1 to 14 of Mr. Toster’s Memorandum be forwarded to the Military

and Public Warks Departments, and to the several Liocal (overnments aod Administrations, for
“3uformation, aI;o._to the Comptroller General and the Provineial Officers of Account, for informe
ation and guidamee, the particular atténtion of these Officers being directed to Mr. Foster's
remarks and recommeudamions, and the Comptroller G.neral being required to carry out the
principles laid dowa in the- twelve clauses of the 10h paragraph of the Memorandum, under
jnstrucliong not to permit any deviation therefrom, without the express ordets of the Government
of India. ™ ° . » ‘ "
B S S (A true Extraet)

s

(Signed) J. E. COOKE,
Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India,

~ Extract from a Note by Mr. M. H. Foster, dated 29nd January 1866.

Refore leaving India I should have been glad to have been able to prepare a final repoit
giving a full account of the progress that has been made in the revision of the Indian Financial
Accounts and of the defects tliat still remain to be remedied ; but my time bas been so much taken
up with the organization of the Central Accounts, and other urgent matters, that I must, at the

_Jast mement, content wyself with a concise reference to some of the main points.
.2, With regard to the Civil Accounts, it is satisfactory that out of the twenty-nine prinei-

pel recommendations made in the Commissioners’ Report, eighteen have been completely carried -

out, seven are in progress of being carried out, and four ouly have nct been adopted, or Lave

peen met by other arrangements. ‘ ‘ . o

{ .3 Amongst the firs Class are the revision of the Estimates, Accounts, and Financial State-
ments, the abulition of pre-audit and the introduction of a rapid and eflectual post-audit, the simn-
pliﬁcation of Treasury Accounts, the separatifm of Revenne from Cg,sh Accounts, the payment
of fixed churges by permanent orders, the facilities afforded by the present mode of payment, the
rendering and record of monthly accounts checked by purely Cash Balarces, the appointment of
efficient Deputies, and the relprganization of establishments, the abolition of Vernacular accounts
ot the Treasuries, and the establishment of a complete‘ set of Imperial Accounts, bringing the
whole of the financial transactions into one view. The latter has also this further advantige
that the several Governments and Administrations are kept under & contivued pressure to render
accurate accounts at an early date ; for any irregularity will at once make itself fclt at the Central
Office. The mouthly accounts, also, being checked by purely Cash Balances, no receipt or pay-

¢ can fail to be recorded at the proper date. ‘ T , L

4. Amongst the 2nd Class, the recommendaiians which ere in course of being carried out
may be mentioned, the supersession of the necessity for intermediate estimates by the substitu.
tion of a monthly Account of Revenue and Expenditure which can be accompanied by remaiks

‘ regarding any material anticipated changes, the early adjustment of all arrear accounts by the
introduction of a more simple mode of adjustment, and the publication of periodical accounts and

. yeturns=—2 watter which will lead to results useful to the Government as well ag to the public.

5. The recomnlepdations which have not yet been adopted relate to the simplification of
Rules regarding allowances, travelling, &ec., the proposal to bring to account all Receipts or Pay.
Lents in India or England as final transactions in the countries in which they occur, the alter-
ation in the date of lh.e commencement Of the Financial year, and certain changes in the m‘ode of

showing the Government Ba&uucts in the Bank whigh Lave been met by other arrangements,
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