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B;chedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
| 26th February 1866.

o Read the following papers :— .
No. 569. ° Endorsement of the Acting Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
: Madras, 8th February 1866, No. 66.

From the Agent and Manager of the Madras Railway Company, to the Acting Con-
sulting Engineer for Railways, dated Madras, 6th February 1866, No. 78.

1. I have very carefully considered Colonel Anderson’s letter of the 26th
ultimo, forwarding copy of a communication from the Quarter Master General,
with the order of Government thereon, with regard to the liability of this Company
to convey, by their night trains, “ private followers” at third class fares, and now -
have the honor to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency in Council, the
which I have to urge against such a measure. "

-9 Firstly, I beg to submit, that Clause XIX. of the Contract between the

Honorable East India Company and the Railway, has reference only to ordinary

passenger trains, and not to goods trains by which special and exceptional pro-

vision is made.

3. Secondly, the Railway Company provide through trains daily, throughout
the whole of their system, for the conveyance of first, second, and third class
passengers, by which trains the Company are bound to provide accommodation
for troops and followers, in accordance with the terms of Clause XIX,

4. Thirdly, as amatter of convenience in working, and to relieve the line by
day, of goods trains, the Company in August 1864 commenced to run their goods

at night, and by the special desire of the public, attached a first and second class

carriage to these night trains. :
5. Wourthly, after a trial of some twelve months, it was proved beyond a

doubt, th. the passenger carriages attached to the night goods trains were run at
a very g..at sacrifice, inasmuch as the Railway Company, unable to reduce the

accommodation provided for first and second class passengers by the day trains,

were not only running passenger carriages by night with an uncertain revenue,

but these carriages excluded, and took the place of a corresponding number of truck
loads of through goods, yielding a certain revenue, and upon a representation of
the facts being made to Government, sanction was accorded to charge exceptional
and special fares for the exceptional and special service thus rendered. It must
also be remembered that the night service cannot be performed without additional
cost to the Company, in the wages of extra staff at stations, and of line watchmen.

6. Fifthly, it is now soughtto obtain conveyance by these special night goods
trains of ¢ private followers,” at the third class or lowest, fare, viz., 3 Pies per
though Government have admitted by sanctioning an exceptional fare of
ordinary second class fare of 6 Pies is unremunerative.
How much greater sacrifice therefore would the Company have to bear, if they
were called upon to convey followers at 3 Pies per mile ?

‘7. Sixthly, the Government have observed, ¢ the Railway authorities have
¢ the option of attaching a third class carriage when required to the night trains,”
but T need only remark that this course would necessitate a third vehicle being
exchded from the goods train, as every additional passenger vehicle, diminish:s

one fom the goods load.

mile, al
7 Pies per mile, that the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
26th February 1866. '

urged to lead them to change their opinion that, under Clause XIX. of the Railway
ompany’s Contract, the Company is bound to carry all public followers attached
w0 troops “ at the lowest fares” by whatever train they may be required to travel,
and that * the lowest fares” must be held to mean third class fares.

2. The Contract makes no distinction between the fares to be charged for troops

" and for their followers, nor is there any thing to show that the provisions of Clause

XIX. do not apply to all trains whereby passengers are carried. The Agent and
Manager endeavours to establish a distinction, and, while not disputing the liability

"“of the Railway Company to carry troops by night trains *at the lowest * or third

class fare,” although no third class carriage may be att.ached to‘ the train ar}d the
service is performed at a loss to the Company, he den.les the rlgh.t of_ public fol-
lowers to the same privilege. The Government can discover nof,hlfxg in the C(.m-
tract to justify this deviation from its provisions, and they mu§t 1r§s1st upon the.m-
terpretation which they have given of Clause XIX, on the po-mt in question being
acted upon, pending the result of any further measures that it may be necessary
to take to obtain a legal decision on it.
' " (True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
' Secretary to Government,

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways, with t‘wo Enclosures.
Military Department.

¥xd. S. T. Augustin,
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