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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pubic W orks Department,
26th February 1868. :

No. 564A. Read the following letter from the Controller of Public Works Ac-
counts, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated
Madras, 16th February 1866, No. 3,176 :—

1. I have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of Govern-

. i ' ment, the Inspection Report of Captain

3 Letters from the Superintending Engincer, nd  Smith, R.E, for the month of October
1 Inspection Report (to be returned). . last, and the correspondence relating to
Coﬁiffr of letters to the Superintending Engi- it which has passed between the Superin-
' tending Engineer, 2nd Division, as
Colonel Winscom has thought fit to charge me with making reflections on the
performance of his duties by Captain Smith, which I submit are quite unfounded,

and though I had explained this to him he persists in his allegations.

9. The facts of the case are briefly these, in passing the travelling allowance
to Captain Smith for October as allowed by the Superintending Engineer, I drew
that Officer’s attention to the number of days Captain Smith had been at his head
quarters, being greatly in excess of half the month for which travelling allow-
ance was passed to him, it doubtless was necessary for Captain Smith to stay there
for the period he did ; to this I took no exception, but the question was, was he
entitled, according to the rules in force, to claim the full allowance for these halts,

and this I pointed out at the time of passing his bill.

3. In reply to this, I received Colonel Winscom’s Memorandum of the 15th

: January last, No. 104, and in my reply of the 22nd idem, No. 2,839, I explained to

him that his assumption I wished to reflect on Captain Smith’s discharge of his
duties was gratuitous, and asked him to show by what rules the claim could be
maintained. Colonel Winscom’s reply is contained in his letter No. 107, dated 27th
of January last, which, to say the least of it, is unnecessarily offensive towards me
personally, for I have no object in using my ability to cut down in any manner
any Officer’s allowances ; butas the Superintending Engineer still considered I
was reflecting on Captain Smith’s performance of his duties, I called for his original
Inspection Report, to submit the matter to Government ; this document and the
letter which accompanied it are herewith transmitted.

4. So far from wishing to deprive Officers of any allowance for halts at head
quarters, I was the first to solicit the Government to make the half batta travel-
ling allowance regulations applicable to these cases ; this request is contained
in my letter to your address, printed with G. O. of the 30th November 1865,
No. 3,630, andasI had explained to Colonel Winscom I was not in any way imput-
ing neglect of duty to Captain Smith in drawing his own attention to the number
*halt at head quarters by that Officer, and for which he had passed full allow-
ance, I think my denial of such a chargf, should have been sufficient to prevent
him not only repeating the same, but also declaring very unworthy motives to be
the incentives of my conduct in this Office, and which I trust the Government will

be pleased to acquit me of.
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characterizes this correspondence.

Prcceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
26th February 1866,

e

No. 564D. OrpER THEREON, 26th February 1866, No. 654A.
) 'ESTABLISI’II\IENT, NO. 4:8. 1. In G’. 0. NO. 3,630, d&ted 30th
’ : November 1863, the Government re-

- cognized the Supermtendmn' Engineers
as the pnmary auditors of travelling allowance bills, but they never contempla.te(l

depriving the Controller of Pubhc Works Accounts of all check over charges
on account of travelling allowances, or prohibiting him from drawing the attention

of a Supel mtendm En meer to a.ny mstan |) o owance
o g ce m W 1Ch v
the tra elhn an.

f did ot appear to have been fairly claimable under the rules in
orce. ‘

2. The Contloller s Memorandum No. 91 ig quite ﬁnObjectionable and the
Governmer:; are of opinion that Colonel Winscom ought not to have ass;mc 1 that
it conveyed any reflections on the manner in which e ; .

' . . ch eith i th
performed their respective duties, er he or Captain Smi

; 3.- The Go.v o mex}t T‘egret to perceive the tone of Personal irritation in
discussing questions springing out of doubtfy] travelling allowance claims, which

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

Exd, g, T. Augustin._
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