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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' - 26th February 1866.

No. 557. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government iﬁ the
Revenue Department :—

Passing orders on letter from the Collector of .
Ganjam, containing certaln suggestions for : N
affording relief to the poorer classes in that (Ifere enter 20th February 1866, No. 438.)
D strict.

No. 538. ORDER THEREON, 26th February 1866, No. 651.

Communicated to the Superintend:
ing Engincer of the 1st Division.
(True Extract.)

# / g"’[&"b Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Qovernment,

[ CIVIL WORKS, No. 72.

© To the Superinténciing Engineer, 1st Division.

Txd. T, 0’Conuor,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
20tk February 1866.

No. 381. Read the following letter from the Collector of Ganjam, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated

‘ Russelcondah, 27th January 1866, No 8381 :—
1. In reference to the scarcity of food and water which have already begun

to inflict much suffering on the poorer classes in Ganjam, I beg very carnestly to
offer the following suggestions for the consideration of Governinont. - e

2. The produce of the last harvest is already in the market, but as the crop
was deficient in quantity and quality, and the supply of grain in sfore is known to
be inconsiderable owing to the great quantities exported from this District for many
years past, priées are already so high, as to make it difficult for the labouring classes
to maintain themselves, and they have began to emigrate in considerable numters,
while the poorer sorts are even now driven to great straits, and forced to cat wild
roots and plants. ,

3. Ido not of course venture to propose that the Government should interfere
in the way of direct relief, which will be obtained as far as may be from local con-
tributions ; but that the pressure on the grain bazaars in the large towns should be

lizhtened, by putting the Troops and Public Establishments on rations, rice being

‘ imp()rtéd and stored at once for this purpoese in sufficient quantitics to continue the

system for eight months. I am quite satisfied tllat in the event of grain riots, such
as oceurred about three months ago, and which are always to be looked for at these
jeriods, no dependance can be placed on the Sepoys, some of them were in fact

concerncd in the assault on the Tahsildar on that occasion. ‘ B
4. I believe it need not be feared that local trade will suffer from the witl -

drawal of so limited a number of consumers, while at the inevitable periods of panic,
which occur when the supply of grain in the bazaars becomes low, such an arrange-
ment will diminish the pressure and render it easier to maintain order.

5. As regards the water supply of the District, I am sorry to say that river
beds and tanks are already ncarly dry, and that the wells are fast failing, so that
if rain still holds off, we shall lose cattle as well as people from this cause; I would
therefore beg the Government to place at my disposal the means of sinking Artesian
wells, In sl.)ots where the character of the country encourages the hope of finding
water on the lower strata. It would be desirable to have atleast two or three
sets of boring instruments, with the usual ap) urtenances.

P. S.—This letter has been accidentally detained in consequence;of my hasty
departure from Russclcondah on the 30th ultimo. I have since been in communica;.
tion with the principal importers on the subject. They would undertake the sup-
ply of the troops yet on contract with Government, and if the supply isin their
hands the import trade cannot be injuriously affected.

OrpER THEREON, 20th February 1866, No. 4358, |

Miscolianoons. 1. The Government (.:0n51der.that the Collector’s

O proposal to supply the public establishments for the next

* eight months with grain, cither by importine it or
o

No. 382.

contracting for its supply is open to grave objection on general Drinciples, inde-

pendent of which the consumption of this class cannot exercise any appreciable
effect on the markets of the District. _“Ppreciable
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernmant, Rerenue D_"P‘"'l’ ,
' 20tk February 18G5,
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2. The Superintendent of Geolngical Survey will be njq‘_dt‘SfQ‘l t:.)!,u:xs ts -

the Government wiiether the geological fuatures of the District aff? 5“15 even if

hold out reasonalle hopes of the suceess of Artesian wells; but such worss, ,
feasible, cannot afford immediate relicf,

3. The only satisfacto

2 bY :
. . interfere 18
ry method in which Goverament can int
afloiding work to the

. vintad labor, ¢
puorer elasses on nsefy) projects nnt. ?P'}‘fi"""-’: lezi&l)ﬁecwr:—
but even this measure should be resorted to only in the last extremity. '?hk;'cate d, 01
will report without delay what works there are of the character above .1";1 l],-_ceP the
which the people can 1o employed if that necessity arises, ““d1 W adition of
Government acquainted with the state of the grain market, and the co2 {
the people.
4. The Government
the Sepoys, if proof of thet
in Paragraph 3 of the ()]

t of
. . : conduc
Wish to know what notice was taken ‘Of_ tzle menticned
T participation in the assault on the Tahsildar, :
ector’s letter, was obtained.

(True Extract.)
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To the Collector of Ganjarg.
» the Doard of Revenne,
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