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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
19th December 1863, .

No. 376. Read the following letter from the Superinte'ndving Engineer, 7th

Division, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,

dated Calicut, 8th December 1866, No. 187 :—

I regret to report that a fatal accident took place on the 27th ultimo on the
new Coonoor Ghaut, the details of which are explained in the accompanying copy of
a letter from Captain Law. "The Metapolliem Police Inspector reports having gone
to the spot next day, and having found, on enquiry, that the occurrence was an
accident, The Blasting Contractors on the lower part of the new Coonoor Ghaut
supply their own powder, and fire their own blasts. All that the Executive Officer
or his Overseer has to do with the work is to fix the position of the holes and
measure them when done.  They do not regulate the charges of powder used, which
appear from what Captain Law states to be sometimes excessive ; but this is the
first accident that has been reported on the lower four miles of the ghaut, and I
conceive that their own interests do, generally speaking, ensure safety to the Jives
of those engaged on the works, as the person killed appears to have been a sick man
lying down, whose presence on the spot was probably unknown to any one
concerned in the work.

No. 377, OrpEr THEREON, 19th December 1866, No. 3,999.

Ordered to be recorded.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 77.

~ C {True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government,

Exd. S, T, Augustia,;
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