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dings of the Madras Government, Public Works l).s'pm~ tment,
Froceading 5th November 1866.

No. 85.

d the following Proccedings of the Madras Government in the
fee * ° Revenue Departrgent —

e 2 9 14

'la,luq, Madura Dlstnct

CIVIL WORKS, No. 20. :

Forwarded to the Superintending
Enginecr of the 8th Division, whosa
partlcular attention will be called to

Orders commumcated therewith.

’ (True Extract.) |
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. L.,

To the Superintending Engincer, 8th Division, -

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

Sceretary to Governments
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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Depariment,

“ \ . 991} Oclober 1866

No.661.  Read the following Jetter from the Collector of Madura, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated

Dindigul, 9th October 1866, No. 1,7 07 :—

1. Referring to my letter No. 1,622, dated 28th September last, I have the
honor to report “that since the 25th September rain has fallen over the whole of
the Dindigul Talook, quite sufficient for dry crops, and many tanks have reccived
a good supply of water. Under them wet cultivation is going on, but several

tanks are still empty-

9. The crops are.everywhere Jooking well, but they are very packward. The
markets are well supplied, and prices are somewhat lower, and the general health
is goo&, but the poorer classes are still in difficulty, and must have suffered greatly.
Judging from what I have heard, and from what isto be seen not an aloe bush in
the Talook but has had its heart cut out to be boiled and eaten, and it seems that

the eating of such food was attended with very painful dy
and children are still to be seen in troops wandering over the fields, picking up a
small kind of wild spinach, which they boil and eat. At all times the very poor used

to gather that vegetable, but the number now 80 occupied is remarkable.

cat distress was from the beginning to gbout the 24th of September,

ff of the rain for abouf two ‘months up to that
time, and by the importation of grain from the Cumbum valley having suddenly
ceased. At the same time very great alarm of plunderers spread through the towns
and villages, for the lower classes, owing to want, took to plundering, at night, sheep-
folds and houses in which they supposed grain was to be found. About the middle
of September, the Superintendent of Police visited the Talook and strengthened the
Police force. Several of the plunderers were punished, and confidence thus restored.

At the same time the merchants exerted themselves to bring grain to the markets.

On the 25th the rain came down, and at once the whole aspect of affairs changed.

3. Thegr
and was caused by the holding o0

4. There has been no plundering of markets or of grain carts in this Talook

or in any part of the District. The least sign of anything of the sort being about
to occur was at once put down by the activity of the Sub-l\.Iagistrates and Police in
a very praiseworthy way, and I consider that in that ;nz-ttter, on all occasions, they
have done their duty very well ; and Government may judge of what the difficulty
was gencrau)’ when, for a short time in Septeuﬂ')er, rice was two and a half measures
the Rupee, and not even procurable at some of the best places of production.

5. But the people of Dindigul are far from being out of their difficulties, and

3t is not probable that prices will fall considerably for several _months to come,
even if there is a good north-east monsoon. The wet and dry erops have been

Jow the average for tho last two years. = i : .
be - the people of this Talook chleﬂy SHbSlSt,- Las notably faile d this
car. Owing o want of water in wells, many gardens were not cultivated ; in some
Tt ) | failed, owing to the wells running dry, and the

that wero cultivated the crops _
cultivation under the best of the wells had to be con

sentery. 'The women '

The cultivation of cholum in gardens,’

tracted to suit the ‘deficient -

v

i o

g R Tt T ok Gl
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f e“ladras Government, Revenue 1)
29t} October 1866. e Department,

1

. supply of water in the wells
:zrelsown in the dry lands .
arly ready for harvesting.
- vestl :

;{ld the beginning of Septlzei,lbtomny withered, owing to the w ini
yots to re-sow the lands o er. The rain that h;s fall . E'mt of raiu in Augi
n Wh;clfx the crops withered Z: dslt[;ce has enabled the
oft uncalt: ) extend their culti-
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| po required for the next three months.

the Secretary to the Famine Re
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K 13. Theabove isthe extraordin
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‘;(he"’above m;d the alre
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their villages, and the work will be measured as completed

the Public Works Department officials.
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e not as numerous comparatively as
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d as the rainy season ;s coming on, it is possible
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employment on public - works,

' o continue to give
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o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment, = {
29th October 1865. S
’ No. 662. ORDER THEREON, 29th October 1866 No. 2,924. i ‘ ‘ -
: : ', T S S .
: ——— - 1. Communicated to the Board of : ] v S TN '
oe T Revenue and Famine Relief Committee. . ‘ . . y .
. 2. The Government sanction the ] . - IERATE. R
proposed expendxture of Rupees 11,000, and will place further funds, if necessary, o PNy L .
at the disposal of the Collector for the employment of the able-bodied poor. C ! o .. .
. ) { f Y t w g
Lo » 3. The Government are glad to learn that the Sub-Magistracy and Police . b el g T ¢
G . have so well done their duty. - . ~ ) ! y . é _;
/ ' S : (True Extract.) i PR :
: : ‘ 3 : |
. : . - i , i
: _ » B , i S H |
| S ’ 4 Secretary to Government. ; ’ ' ]
) - N % . A ’;Q ' . t
| ‘ | : ‘, : . i ‘
i &
N ,‘ T o ) i ’ : ) . ::. o . ;
v ‘ N 4
D : : :
~-To thé Board of Revenuert : 5 - ’ i
“w the Relief Committee. S - , : v :
» the Department Public Works. -/ ' ‘ ' ‘ 1
»» the Judicial Department. ‘, ‘ B ' o ' -
{5\ » the Collector of Madura, - ‘ . | ‘ . ' ‘
“v the Accountant General. ’ : - : . -a . ~
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