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‘ «oceedings of the Madras Government, Public W'orics\Department, .

o ' : 18¢h Octeder 1866. - . . o

¢

. No. 426. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
‘ Revenue Department:—

Commuuicating'paragraphs 59 to 61 of the Sani- 3

. tary Commissioner’s Report on the condition
h Arcot and Salem Districts, and >(Here enter 10th October 1856, No. 2,737.)
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v

)

{ of the Nort

i _ the measures adopted for the relief of the »

¢ people. : J ‘ ’ . ..

L No. 427. OrpEER THEREON, 18th October 1866, No. 3,323. ‘
i : : ~ 1, The Government request the -
: . CIVIL WORKS, No.81. . .

- S N0 Board of Revenue to furnish a list of

' . the irrigation projects in the North
» to be in the records of their Office.
: 9. The Superintending Engineers of the 4th and 5th Divisions will also be
called upon to cause a search to be made among the records of the late Chief and o
. District Engineers’ Offices and to submit the plans and estimates of all such new .
irrigation works in the two Districts above mentioned as may have been recom-
mended for execution in former years as likely to be both useful and remunerative, |

Ax\'cot and Salem Districts Which are stated

- (True Extract.)
e (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, . E., . 7
; ' ’ . e T " Secretary to Government.
A L £ " . L i E ‘ . To the Board of Revenue. ‘ \ ) A 7 -
E: : , . "y, Superintending Engincers of the 4th and 5th Divisions, .
& ,E;' ' 3 ’- . N v N o ‘ \ ' ) - v
© Exd 5.T.Avgustin. | o |
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depart}hent, . ,'\
: ) 10¢k October 1864.
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No. 246. - Read the folléwing letter from the Sanitary Commissioner, on Special
Duty, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Madras, 21st September 1866, No. 218 :— ‘ '

1. I have the honor to report that, in accordance with the instructions con-
veyed to me in the Proceedings of Government, dated 31st July 1866, No. 756, I
have visited those parts of the Salem and North Arcot Districts where distress,
caused by the failure of the ordinary rains, has been most severely felt.

~ 9. In the Salem District I rode through the Talooks of Utangirai and_'hl‘ripa- ‘

tbre, and inspected the towns of Tripatore, Utangirai, and Harroor.
3. In the North Arcot District I rode through the Talooks, Vellore, Polur,

| Gudiatfum, and Palmanair, and inspected the towns of Vellore, Arnee, Polur, Gudi-

attum, Satghur, Palmanair, and Chittore. ,
4. I*was accompanied in the Salem District atlone time by the Head Assist-
ant, Mr. Brandt, and afterwards by the Collector, the Honorable Mr. D. Arbuthnott.

5. In the North Arcot District I was accompanied by Mr. Barlow, the Sub-
Collector, and later by the Collector, Mr. J. Robinson. My tour occupied altogether
twenty-four days, and I am able, I believe, to give a fair idea of the condition of

" these Districts.

ooooo

8. The circumstances of both these are very similar, In both there bhas
‘been a failure of the ordinary rains, accompanied by a most unusually hot season.
As a consequence, the wet cultivation has been very limited, and at the com-

mencement of my tour there was serious apprehension that in both Districts the

dry crops, which are dependent on seasonable rains, would be entirely lost.

7. When I entered the Salem District early in August, the country presented
a miserably parched appearance ; the tanks were dry, cultivation had ceased, excep®

in the neighbourhood of wells, and the prospects were of the gloomiest description.

8. " Since then there have been frequent showers in both Districts ; the tanks
have been partially filled, and in both there are hopes of the dry crops being reaped. -
A few showers will render them safe, bus they will be short crops. The failure of
the wet crops, and the probable deficiency of the dry crops in these Districts,
together with the distress which has generally prevailed throughout the country, and
especially in Mysore and Bellary, have had the effect of extraordinarily raising
the price of the grains, which are the staple food of the people. For '\many weeks
these grains have been selling at more than double their ordinary price.

9. Raggy was in Salem selling at from seven fo eight measures per Rupee,
the ordinary price being twenty mcasures. ‘ ‘

10.. Rice was selling at four and a half measures per Rupee as against the
ordinary rate of ten measures per Rupee, and these prices have since risen.

11. The prices in the North Arcot District are about the same as in Salem.

"The misery caused by these high prices, accompanied as it has been by the cessa.

tion, for weeks, of the usual demand for agricultural labor, may easily be imagined.

.The Railway passes through both these Districts, and has carried away from them

large supplies of grain towards the Western Coast, Mysore, and Bellary, where the
L : ~ .
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distress had caused prices to rise still higher.
there yet been any absolute failure in th
merchants, always a timid race,
abundant store of grain.

Districts where the excessiv
increase the prices much be
They fear popular indigna

In neither of these Districts has

e supply to the markets. DBut the grain-

have been chary of shewing that they have any

They have preferred exporting their grain to other

e prices enabled them to make a large profit, rather than

yound thepresent Ligh ratesin their own towns and villages. -
tion and riots ending in attacks on the grain shops.

12.  This has caused some difficulty in supplying the local markets in the

North Arcot and Salem Districts, but I do not apprehend that this feeling will be

permanent, or that there is any real cause for apprehending that there will be any

serious deficiency in the supply of food to the people, so long as they have money

to purchase. - But all have gone through and will have to endure for some months

. great privation. A
13. Iam happy to be able to state that this suffering, though gene;al in both
&; Districts,

has not as yet increased to that point when distress becomes famine. I
7, neither saw nor heard of any number of people perishing

of hunger as was the case
in Ganjam and more recently in Be

ngal, and the people I met on the roads rarcly

{ presented any outward appearance of great suffering. '

" 14. It was only at the Relief Houses that there were any outward signs of

$ severe privation ; at these places were congregated the aged and infirm and a large

3 number of children who were very sickly and in many cases very emaciated. This

was especially the case in the Salem District, At some Relief ITouses, the old and

3 infirm were Just able to crawl to their meals, and the children were so reduced from

; exhaustion, that they could hardly lift ths cups of food to their lips. -Now that
the Relief ITouses have been thoroughly organized, this suffering is speedily relieved,

& and it may be confidently hoped, that there will be no deaths from starvation,

£

:

b

such as undoubtedly occasionally occurred in the more distant jungle tracts and in
the hill villages. )

% , 15. In order to give a tolerably clear idea of the condition of this part of the
i -country, I have prepared the two Maps which accompany this report. -
|
:
¥

16. Those Talooks which have suffered extremely from drought, are colored

dark browa; the Talooks where distress from failure of rains prevailed in a less
degree are marked drab.

17. These M

aps also exhibit the works which are affording relief to the able-
bodied poor. ' ,

- These works may, for convenience, be divided into—

'; 1st.—Ordinary Imperial Works under the Department of Public Works.
‘ These are colored lake ; the crow

. ns, colored lake, indicate tank and channel work, .
! deepening wells, &c., &e., as distinet from road work,
: - End.—Speclal Relief Works—The same symbols are used, but the color used
is black, :

- 8rd.—~Works executed from Local F

unds, wh;
large in both Districts. » which were

this year unusually

P will, X th; .
kas been done that is required for the pr’e Ink, satisfy

-
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19. The Relief Works have 'beeAn: plﬁnneﬂ so as to bring the labor close todthe
distressed portions of the Districts, and the Re}wf Houses have bef,it} pla?ﬁ oae:
centrally as possible so as to enable th6.91('1 and .mﬁrm from surroun 1lx:g v; ag "
to rcach them as easily as possible. - It‘: 18 1mposs'1ble to de-termme for Eyv[,o;%u
period these extraordinary measures will bte 1ie;111111r;ar<11 t;h:utrilé'et:z ??Eggai [11(111: me a:

. . ,
o f?volra‘tl))le’ :Zevl:;‘lyle:lcliht?p: iea;igireclizct?oﬁ of the Ir)mmbers of those seeking
demand lgrl'af OVI;;orks Simultaneously with this better condition, the numbers of
Iabc;?c:;ts.h L;xtl:ethe Relie;f Houses will be reduced. No great change can, however, be
:}x?t)i::ipated before the end of December next. ~

ial Reli i ganized in both the Salem

20. Mo Special it Works Whmhalixag;:iinz::j? lg‘iastricts consist in the
_construction of a few useful cross-roads,
and short feeding roads to Raﬂway
Stations. : :

Special Relief Works.

The repair of roads already in existence. 1
The i-epair of irrigatim} works, such as tanks and channe. S. . t
The deepening and repair of wells and tanks used for _fln_nkmg Waf ?r. S
Planting trees by road sides, and erclosing and trenching spaces of jungle with -
o view to the protection of trees most useful f‘or f}1el._ | ‘ o f
= 21>* ~Works already in progress, m}der the. Public Works ]?iep:rtmexic‘; n(;:
hich e;stimates had been made and sanction obtained, gave on the ril mﬁutt nee
vsf tlhe distress considerable occupation to the‘ poor, and before the fufl ds allotte
:hese works were eshausted, the Special Relief Works were commenced.

"92. 1In both Districts there were Loc;),l Funds available, and these have been -

sudiciously expended in those parts of the District where distress was most prevalent-
ju 1C1 .

93. The wages in the Salem and North Arcot Districts have va}r}ied gz;x
9 Annas to 2 Annas 6 Pie, for men coolies; for women the wages have ee‘n
"1 Anna to 1 Anna 6 Pie; and for children from 6 Pie to 1 Anna. .
94. Tt has been possible to bring the works within tolerably ea:y reflz;chez t e
suffering villagers, and it has not been necessary to hut the gangs of workmen.

3 a ing a time
95. The congregation of great numbers of workmen together, during

- when epidemic cholera was more or less prevalent, has been wisely avoided.  Many

of the works, such as the repairs of tanks and channels, will be directly remunerative

and will bring an increased area of land into cultivation. The number 'emg)loied., v
" on the works has been subject to considerable fluctdation. W%lene’ver l:atin. as
fallen, numbers have left the works to resume, as far as possible, the ordinary,
)

i i i i ine. These operations
agricultural operations of ploughing, sowing, and weeding

concluded, a considerable number return to the road or other w:ork?i. i Tzl;ss (i?;isne:'
" 1ittle inconvenience to thé works which hav? been purposely designe ,t 1ic()) s be ot}
mereent, but as affording relief to the agricultural classes who.are . ,
ivorkb by’the adverse season, and the great loss of cattl’qwhwh has so grea v

circumseribed the area of cultivation in these Districfsf
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26. The cost of the Special Relief Works in the North Arcot District is esti-
mated at one lac of Rupees which will provide- labor until the end of December.
In the Salem District 50,000 Rupees have been specially sanctioned by the Govern-
ment for Religf Works, and a large prop‘ortion‘ of this sum has been devoted to-
small irrigation works, such as the repairs of tanks and channels. A considerable
extension of Relief Works is, I think, required in the Salem District, where prices-
are rising and distress increasing. I venture to suggest that the Collector should
be assured of the support of the Government in the encrgetic extension of all useful
works which can for the next few months afford employment to unskilled labor.

R7. As stated above, I cannot pretend in this report to gi?e any very accurate »
estimate of the probable total cost of the Relief Works in either of these two
Districts. ' ’ '

28. Favorable weather which would' give an impulse to the ordinary agri-
cultural labor, may cause the works to be partially deserted—an adverse sea.:on
would, on the other hand, cause an influx of persons seeking employment.

99. In these Districts as in others, EWhere Special Relief Works have been
organized, there has been considerable uncertainty as to the principles to be
observed. - o _

30. The true principles have, some years ago, been very clearly laid down
by Colonel Baird Smith, in his admirable report on the Famine of 1860-61, As it
may perhaps be necessary to continue employing large numbers of the able-bodied e
poor for some months, I beg to quote what Colonel Baird- Smith has.said upon
this subject, which will perhaps prove useful to those engaged in organizing labor =
under the present peculiar circumstances) : "

¢ The primary condition of admission on Relief Works is, that applicants shall :
not be so helpless as to be unfit for ordinary labor in digging, carrying, and the like. oo
If they are so helpless, they properly fallunder charge of the agents for relicf of the '
helpless poor, but they would be impropeirly placed on Special Relief Works.” -

’

* » » *

¢ All people then willing to give labor in exchange for wages are admitted > |
on these works. The wages given are calculated at the lowest rate needful for |
subsistence, and for that only. Drofit on labor that is not wanted, but is a mere
drug in the market, is wholly out of the question. - It is in'a pecuniary sonse even
at least a very expensive method of working, for the average capacity of the workers
is much below that of ordinary laborers, and the cost of work so executed must
always be high. But no middle course exists between employing those people and
maintaining them. They certainly cannot support themselves, and it is better far
to accept the high rates of work consequent on their employment than to lct them
subside into the class of helpless poor or die. * It isclear that on Special Relief Works
no specific rates can possibly be fixed. They must range from very nearly the
entire cost of subsistence to the rates due for ordinary labor, according to the
comparative vorking capacity of the people employed, and may, at any time, shew
~ fluctuations dependent on this capacity alone, and thus be wholly beyond the 1
control of the officer in charge. Some officers have tried to work within limiting :

~ L

NLATC AL A B A=t YL Y

e e

* fitted to do.

A ~——

~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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rates, but it is only practicable to do so systematically by overlooking the fact, that
wages on Special Relief Works are subsistence wages only, and cannot be retrenched
for short work without starving the work people. It is remarkable, however, how
well and cheaply, amid all the difficulties of the case, an energetic officer can execute
Sp'écial Relief Works. But this comparatively satisfactory result cannot be obtained

by reducing wages. Tt depends on close personal supervision, on the careful

adjustment of tasks to strength, in the formation of working parties, so that the

strong and the weak may each have just the kind or quantity of work they are best
In this way the best may be made of the system, but at best it will
never be an economical one. It, however, returns in labor a sensible proportion of
the cost of maintaining ihe people, and what is perhaps of more importance it
teaches them to continue reliance on their own capacity to work as their best means
of subsistence, and maintains their self-respect by keeping them above the position

of helpless paupers.”

31. Among the calamities which
Loss of Cattle.

attend a season of drought is the loss of
cattle.

32. In both the Districts of Salem and North Arcot there has been disease of
cattle, caused by the failure, for some months, of pasture. There is no accurate
return of the actual loss at present available.
along the line of my tour confirmed the accounts of cattle disease which were given
by the Ryots, and this cause will seriously limit cultivation for a considerable

time.

33. The great mortality of the cattle reported was also confirmed by the
great number of carts laden with hides which Isaw, especially in the Salem District,
and by the very low prices at which hides were selling. o ‘

34. In a letter this day received from the Collector of Salem, he represents
the loss of horned cattle in two Talooks of his District, Uttangirai and Dharampury,
as 100,000, and states that there have been very serious losses in four other

Talooks. ' |

35. In North Arcot, the cattle of the Polur Talook have suffered almost as
severely as in the worst parts of the Salem District, and throughout the Arcot
District cattle disease has extensively prevailed. *

36. As might have been expected,
the pressure of high prices and the
reduced demand for labor have told injuriously on the public health of both these

Districts. ,

37. Cholera and small-pox have prevailed, and there has been unusual mortality
from both these diseases. Until the Relief Works could come into full operation,
and until the Relief Houses were opened, numbers of the lower orders, who are hired
agricultural laborers, and the old and infirm paupers and young children were
driven to feed upon roots and odible roots and leaves. The jungle tree, called
Devadani, furnished these. Theleaves were boiled down and eaten, the decoction
also being drunk. The interior pulp of the aloe boiled down in tamarind‘ leaf
broth was also largely consumed. Tamarind stones were baked and the kernels

Ilcalth of the Population.

‘B

The miserable condition of the cattle
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eaten, as was a species of

ground-nut called Goligada, which is found in the beds of
tanks and marshes. .

B 38. As may be imagined, thesermiserable'subétitutes for food produced great
sickness and predisposed to cholera, which has caused 8

f the al e T, o many deaths. The pulp
of the aloe tree .was especially pernicious, and appeared to produce rapid ulceration
of the mucous lining of the intestincs, : o ‘

39. In both Districts, the filthy condition of
prgsented all the conditions required for the rgy
As usual, there was in the tow
conservancy, and the water sup
pereolation of town sewage.

. Pid spread of epidemic diseasc.
ns 1 . ' .
\ wothing deserving the name of drainage or
Pty was almost.mvamably contaminated by the
M L d

40. Among the works whi ; o
20 ‘ ?ﬂ t l:lchI havg been organized are the construction of

rains in some of the i

1 1 for drinki ownsl,\T atrll the flfmprovement and defence of the tanks and
wells used for drinking. Nothing effectual wi \

g g I will, however, be done towards the

couservancy necesary for the preservation of the public health, until 1t is rendered

compulsory by law, and Itrust that Lefore long the Towns Improvement Act,
B

recently passed, will bé generally applied to all towns in the interior. I was abl

through the assistance of thg Principal Inspector General, Medica'l De )artmen:’
during my tour in the North Arcot District, to distribute cholera mcdicin}e in somc;
of the towns and villages where cholera was prevalent,” But I think it my duty to
point out that, during the time when cholera was most severe in the Noz’th Ai’cot
District, there was no organization for affording medical advice or relief in an

towns except the Civil stations where there are Dispensaries. : y

41. In Arncealone, out ofa population of 5,000, 500 deaths occurred, and fliq
belpless condition. of the large towns and villages in this respect seems worthy
of consideration. Medicines in sufficient quantities should always be provided on
the first signs of an approaching epidemic, and given for distribution to the Police
Magisterial, and Revenue auth’orities. If this precaution was properly attended to’
many lives would probably be saved. In the Salem District, medicine was dis‘crii

_ buted soon after the appearance of cholera.

42. Onc of the first and most.immediate effects of the violent rise in the

price of food-grains, accompanied by a
» ' rapid decrease in the demand for agri-
cultural labor, was to leave entirely without means of support, the large mass of
permanent pauperism which, in ordinary times, is sustained by the charity of the
community. To these, as disease became more or less prevalent, were added the
children who had lc.>st their parents, women who had been deserted by, or lost their
husbands, and others who, by caste prejudice, were unable to avail themsclves of
the labor uffered at the public works,

43. To meet the wants of the Lelpless poor, Relief ITouses havo been opened
in both Districts. No large town in the distressed tract is without its Relief House,
where hundreds are daily fed. Other Relief Houses have been opencd in centrally
situated villages, and to these the aged and infirm from the neighbouring villages
resort for their daily meal.

Relief ITouses.

PR |
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44. Twelve thousand Rupees have been already grant

General Relief Committee to the Collectors of North Arcot and Salen?, and subscrip-
tions have been raised in the principal towns in both Districts: It will be necessary
still further to supplement the funds of the Relief Houssas. in the Salem District,
but-in North Arcot this will not be required, for in addition to the gr’a,nts made
{rom the Relief Fund and local subscriptions, there are the accumulations of the
endowment, known as the ¢ Lungerkhana Fund,”
support of the poor at the Relicf Houses. ) -

45. In both Districts it will probably be nccessary to keep the Relief Houses
open for some months, for until prices are considerably reduced, it is not probable
that the charity of the community will be available for the support of even the
ordinary pauperism of the country which, from various causes, has been consider-

which- are available for the

ably increased. ,

46. I personally visited a large number of these Relief Houses. Wlhen I.
commenced my tour of inspection, they had only been recently ope?ed, anfi tllf:re
was, as might be naturally expected, great variety of system and occasional mistakes.

. The system which is at present general in both Districts, seems well calculated to
- yolieve the helpless poor without affording encouragement to mendicancy.

47. The relief is almost entirely of cooked food ; when the relief is continuous,

tickets are issued, after enquiry, to the recipients. Casual relief is given to persons
hunger, who may " be present at the time of the distributionr of

food. , |
48. The rule is, that the cooked food is to be consumed at  the Relief ITouse

and not carried away. In exceptional cases, such as that of Mahomedan women
who cannot appear in public, but who are in great distress, the food is sent to them
by their male relatives. In rare instances small doles of money have been given

from the present high prices. . )
49. The superintendence of these Relief Ilouses has thrown great additional

. labor upon the public officers of all grades. This work has been most cheerfully

done by all, and the natives of respectability in both Districts have willingly assisted.

50. 'In the Salem District there arethirty-three Relief Houses. I have not
yetreceived an exact return of the large numbers who are being relieved at these
houses and which are subject to great fluctuations, but some idea may be formed
from the return received from North Arcot, in which District are seventeen Relief
Houses, where six thousand persons are fed daily. .

51. I heard natives of fall classes speaking in terms of approbation of the
system pm‘sue.d in affording relief to the aged and infirm, and I concur in the
opinion unanimously expressed in these Districts, that these houses of relief have
been the means of saving many lives. " . )

52. Thavein this brief report endeavoured faithfully to convey the impres-
sions received during a rapid tour. The Government will, no doubt, be furn'ished
by the Revenue authorities with accurate reports of the effect of the long continued
drought in reducing the arca of cultivation in both the North Arcot and Salem

Districts.

e
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53. 1 may, however, state that from accounts furnished to me by the Collec-
tors of North Arcot and Salem, it would appear that, up to the end of August in
the four Talooks of the North Arcot District which bave suffered most severely
from the adverse season, there has been a decrease in the area of cultivation of—

- Acres.
Dry ... ... 1,22,728
Wet ... ... 46,617 -

Total Acres. 1,69,345,—of which the assessment is 4,30,543.

~ 54, In the Salem District, where the distress has been of more general extent,
the decrease of cultivation is— '

Acres.
Dry ... .. 300,070
Wet ... .. 10471

. Total Acres. 3,20,441—representing an assessment of 4,953,088

Rupees. » ' o ‘ t
55. These figures convey clearly enough the serious loss of revenue which

will have been caused by the failure of the usual rains; and it is not difficult to

imagine how much misery has resulted from the rapidly decreasing demand for .-

agricultural labor, accompanied as it has been by the extrava
which have prevailed during the last six months. R

56.. Itisa subject of congratulation that the sufferings of the poorer classes
have been very patiently borne, and that there has been little increase of crime in
these Districts. Bearing their privations with patience, the poorer Ryots have also
shewn themselves most eager to resume their cultivation whenever slight showers
gave hope that they might still rescue a portion of their land and raise a crop,
Lbowever scanty. ’

57.. Tl}ose who had lost their cattle. and who were not, even when favored
by partial rain, able t.o resume their usual work, accepted gratefully the opportunity
for employment offered them by the Gove}"nment at the Relief Works. Still, with
all the aid the State and private charity could give, the sufferings of the people
have been great, and the effects of the drought of 1866 will for
portions of these Districts. , .

58. It has been observed that in India seasons of drought have a certain
periodicity of occurrence. Thus 'Colongl Baird Smith shews that during ninety
years, from 1770 to 1861, there have been six droughts variable in the extent of
. areas they have influenced and in their destructiveness of life and property, but
all of the most serious importance in their effects on the resources of Government
and the material condition of the people. The average period of recurrence is
about fifteen years, and it would appear the same recurrence of drought at shorter
intervals has been noticed in Australia and South America.

59. The regular intervals thus accorded between periods of scarcity should
serve to stimulate a careful examination and exccution in each District of projects
which, if they did not actually prevent the effccts of drought, would at least
mitigate some of the sufferings which result from even partial failure of rains in

gantly high prices

years be felt in
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Districts where there are no artificial means of retaining the waters pi: those rivers
and mountain streams which now so frequently rup\egtirely, or.p?.r,’uallyﬁ_ ungsgc‘_l'(
to the sea. ‘ -

60. In both the Districts which I have recently visited much remains to be
done in this respect, and there are in the records of the Boal.-d pf: 'Reyenue and of
the Public Works Department plans of irrigation |wqu§ which, if they had bee.na
executed, would not only have been highly remunerative, bl.ltf would have ‘tl.usl
year made the serious failure of rain result in only a partial instead ?f an er.ltu‘e‘
loss of crops. Itis beyond my, province to do more than g,lAlu.de_tqthw question ;
but it was impossible that it should not be qonﬁ‘gantly a sub:]ect of thpugl}f; and -
regret, for there was scarcely a village through Whmh I l?p.ssed'ln company with the
District Officers, where there was not the same complaint of brea:ched ta.nks’ and
channels out of repair;while in many places great natural reservoirs were pointed
out to me, which only required a comparatively- nrfode;‘ate, outlay of money, to
bring into cultivation large tracts of coun’gry now lying waste.

61. Considerable’ rivers and streams are allowed to flow away into the sea,
éarrying\ aw v e)(lrai%of thousands of square fniles of Fountry ; Wthh,. if
fetatsied by a carefully improved system of dams in the. river valleys, with
connected channels, might store water sufficient to carry the crops through even
as severe & season as that which we have recently experienced.

———

Transferred to the Revenue Department. .

FOR;I"SAINT G EORGE, y (Signed) J. D: SIM,
1s¢ October 1866. o r - Seeretary to Government.
No. 247. ORDER THEREON, 10th October 1866, No. 2,737.

1. The Government are greatly indebted to Mr.
Ellis for the admirable manner in which he has performed
the duty entrusted to him, and for the excellent report he
has submitted of the condition of the North Arcot and -Salem Districts, and the
measures adopted for the relief of tho people. _ , ,

9. The Government have only to signify their approval of these measures,

Miscellaneous.

and their readiness to afford such assistance in labor and money as may be

necessary. :

3. With reference to paragraph 26, the Collectors of North Arcot and Salem;
as well as the Collectors of other Distlzicts, of which tlie condition may, in the
judgment of the local officers, be_such as to render the measure necessary, will be
informed that they are at liberty to act on the Order of 23th July last, at their
discretion. Estimates, &c., of the relief works undertaken must be submitted for
the sanction of Government, but the works may be commenced and proceeded
with, in anticipation of their sanction, and with the assurance that all judicious
arrangements for the relief of distress will meet with the approval of Government.
Collectors, who have not hitherto taken advantage of the Order, will intimate to
Government at once, whether they deem it necessary to do so, and the probable -
expenditure in their Districts up to the end of the year. ~ ’
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, ~ -
10tk October 1866.
4. The early attention of the Board of Revenue will be requested to
paragraphs 31 to 35, in view to their consulting Collectors as to the cxpediency
of making advances for the purchase of agricultural stock.
5. The Board’s attention will also be drawn to paragraphs 36 to 41. They
will again impress upon Collectors that the responsibility of providing medical
relief rests with them. It is but rarely that the Government can afford the
services of Medical Officers, but medicines can always be had on application, 1
and it is most important that they should be supplied with the necessary | .
instructions, at the outbreak of epidemics. The Board will place themselves in o
communication with the Inspector General of the Medical Department, and issue > sk
explicit instructions on the subject. g
fi. Paragraphs 59 to 61 of the Report will be communicated to the Department, 1 |
Public Works. ' :
7. Copies of Mr. Ellis’ Report will be sent to all Collectors. s
(True Extract.) S
f.
[
: 4
. A
S . i
ceretary tv Government. Lot
v
.é .».;? . 1
i
To the Sanitary Commissioner N
., the Board of Revenue. ' : - ’
,, the Collector of North Arcot. ' 4 LTy
,, the Collector of Salem. L
,, the Collector of . (\ :
,» the Principal Inspector General, Melizal Department. . :
,» the Public Works Department.\_}
»», the Editor's Table.
3
: \
Exd. S T. Augustin.
§ lh S¢ L?L/Zl,cr_,/ i_C,.,v,/
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