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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,—v
16t October 1866. -

No. 381. Read the following letter from the Superintending Engineer, 7th
Division, to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,
dated Camp, Coonoor, 1st October 1866, No. 132 :—

I. In forwarding the estimate of

} %‘;{i";);'te. ) Rupees 1,60,000 for the new Coonoor
1 Estimate, Appendix. Ghaut, sanctioned in G. O No. 2,735 of
16th September 1865, I reported my

opinion that its quantities were under-estimated and its rates overcharged. I record.
ed also Major Farewell’s anticipation of a higher total of estimate ; the bridges
and drains were also stated in my letter, with one exception, to be very insignifi-
cant, but that the nature of the ground was such as to preclude exact measurements
and estimates of them. In G. O. No. 8,573, of 24th November 1865, 1 recorded
Memoranda by Major Farewell and myself of an extraordinary storm which
occurred on the 23rd October, and a letter of Major Farewell’s endorsed by me on
the 15th December contains notes of an excessive flood which oceurred on the 5th

of that month. -

2. From paragraph 3 of the Despatch from the Right Honorable the Secre-
tary of State for India, quoted in G. O. No. 2,942, of 14th September 1866, I gather
that Government had anticipated from the records above quoted that a supplemental
estimate would be required for completing ‘the new Coonoor Ghaut. I have now
the honor to submit such an estimate, amouating to Rupees 80,000, or 50 per cent.
additional to the original. Of this amount one-half may be considered as due to
original under-estimating of quantities, and the other half as due toadditional water-
way shown to be necessary by the excessive floods. I believe that the total
amount of Rupees 2,40,000, or a rate of Rupecs 15,000 a mile for sixteen miles of
new ghaut, will not be deemed excessive by any competent person who will take the
trouble to examine the work alrcady completed.

3. Outof the original sanction of Rupces 1,60,000, the expenditure up to 30th .

April 1866 and this year’s allotment of Rupees 30,000 would lcave Rupees 29,178
available on 81st March 1867, but of this year’s allotment all but "Rupees 3,000
bave been expended by this date, and if additional funds are not forthcoming work
will have to be suspended during the last five months of the year. It is, therefore,
as & matter of great emergency that I now advocate the grant of Rupees 20,000
more for pushing forward the work of this important communication. Every year
that its opening is delayed adds heavily to the expense of the conveyance of all
Government stores, and of some of the most important materials for our Pullic
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Works; and I have also no hesitation in saying that the hand-to-mouth manner iy 4

which funds have hitherto been inadequately supplied has tended to anything but
to economy of their outlay. On the same grounds, therefore, that I advocate the
raising of this year ’s allotment from Rupees 30,000 to Rupecs 50,000 out of any
general savings that may hereafter accumﬁ?’gte, I urgo an allotment in next year’s
Budget of not less than Rupees 60,000. % : ‘

A

- 4. Talso take this opportunity of recommending that a maintenance allow-
ance of two Annas per running yard, or Rupees 3,520 for sixteen miles of new ghaut,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
16tk October 1866,

yet re-placed, apparently from some misunderstanding on the part of the Quarter
Master General of the Army, .

No. 382.  Oroer THEREON, 16th October 1866, No. 3,300.
l CIVIL WORKS, No. 74. 1., An estimate of Rupees 1,60,000
\ for the Coonoor Ghaut was submitted by

. _ the Superintending Engineer of the
7th Division and sanctioned by Government in Proceedings No. 2,785, dated 16th

SeI.)tember 18f65‘_ With the letter above read Colonel Walker submits a revised

s

2. The Government are greatly disappointed to find that they have been
drawn into an expenditure upon the Ghaut quite unlooked for, and which it is only
within the competence of the Government of India to sanction. Colonel Walker

N surmises that his letter giving cover to
Yhasor i G- 0. lath the first estimate must have prepared
the Government for a supplemental
demand ; but so far from this being the case, they had Colonel Walker's assurance
in that letter that “on the whole a very good approximation had been made to
“ the prohable cost,” and that this *‘ impression was founded On many actual
““ inspections that he was in the habit of making all along the line.”

2nd September 1865, N,
“September 1865, No. 2,735.

3. The grants for works in the Coimbatore and Malabar Districts have of
late years been made on an exceptionally liberal scale, and the Government, even
if they had funds at their disposal available for the purpose, which they have not,
would not be warranted in increasing the large assignments to thoge Districts,
while the demands in others, in many cases of an equally Pressing and of a more
directly remunerative character, remain to be met; and moreover in the case of
the Coonoor Ghaut no additional funds can be granted until the sanction of the
Government of India has been obtained to the revised estimate,

v

- 4. Adverting to paragraph 4, the Government are of opinion that the tolls
collected on the Ghaut should suffice for jtg ordinary repairs in £y
if after experience they be found inadequate, the Government wil] ¢
to consider the question of supplementing them, |

ture Years; but
hen be Prepared

5. Colonel Walker will be referred to G. 0. No. 3,099 dat
: o ed ]
ber 1866, with reference to the concluding portion of hi; lett,er, ‘ 28th Septem

o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public V. orks Department,
16tk October 1866. :

ment of India for sanction with the followi

-y

6. With these remarks the revised estimate will be laid before the Govern-

ng letter :—

(Hero enter No. 3,301, dated 16th October 1866, )

(True Ext

To the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division.
»  Controller of Public Works Accounts.
»»  Accountant General,

Exd. S. T. Aagustin,

ract. )

Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to_Government,

(/”‘:'
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Punric WorkS DEPARTMENT.
Fort Saint GEORGE,
" 16¢h Oclober 1866.
No. 3,301.

No. 383.
To '

Tee SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT OF _INDIA,
PusrLic Works DEPARTMENT.
Siz,

1. Since the opening of the
Madras Railway to Coimbatore has led
to the diversion of nearly the whole of

CIVIL WORKS, No. 75.

the traffic between the plains and the Neilgherries to the Coonoor Ghaut, the question

of improving the means of access to those IIills by that route has pressed itself-on
the attention of this Government, and after various trial traces had been made for
a new Ghaut, a line laid out under the direction of the Superintending Engineer by
Captain Law, who has had great experience in road and Ghaut making, was approv-
cd of, and in September 1865, an esti-

G. 0. 16th Scptember 1863, No. 2,735. mate of Rupees 1,60,000 was sanctioned,

tho Government having then been led to believe, as will be observed from Colonel

Walker’s letter herewith sént, that that
amount was a fair approximation to the
probable cost of completing a new Ghaut to a width of 20 feet with a gradient of
not more than 1 in 18 throughout. : ’

ond September 1863, No. 112.

2. The work has been carried on as actively as the limited funds at the dis-

L8, BS. posal of the Government would admit,
Estimate o oo o 1,60,000 5nd altogether Rupees 1,30,822 have
Lxpenditure up to 30th geLe P oY,0ee A
April 1866 ... s. 1,00,822 been appropriated to the work, leaving,
Carrent year's graot ... 39,000 gog 35 WaS supposed, a balance of only .
1,380,822 Rupecs 29,178 to be provided. - The

ey ————

, 29,178 Government have, however, been dis-
appointed to receive a supplemental estimate amounting to Rupees 80,000, and, as
{his raises thoe total amount of the estimate beyond the limit which this Govern-
ment are competent to sanction, I am to submit it herewith for the consideration
of the Government of India, with a requast that it may receive the early approval
of Ilis Excellency the Governor General in Council, in order that such funds as

may be required to prevent the work being brought to an abrupt stop may be from -

time to time allotted to it.

3. The growing importance of the Neilgherry Ilills, owing to the rapid exten-
sion of Coffee, Tea, and Chinchona cultivation by Luropean scttlers, as well as the
expediency of improving the means of access to the Military station of Wellington,

. and of facilitating the transport of materials for the extensive Public Works now in
' progress on the plateau, make it almost indispensable that no delay should be

lowed to occur in completing a work,

From Secretary of State, No. 15, dated 31t which has met with the approval and
July 1666. . commendation of the Secretary of State,

, and which, so far as it has yet been done,

has been carried out in & manner to make it certain that when ggmpleted it will

»
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be one not only highly creditable to thoss wh
also as useful to the State as it will be val

development of the agricultural capabilities of the Hills.

de S. T, Auvgustia. :

e - :

0 have planned and exeented it, but
uable in its eﬂ'c.ct on encouraging the

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Slgned) CHARLES A: ORR, Colond], R. E.,
Secretary to Gowrnmcnt.
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