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"~ Proceedings of the M adras Government, Public TWorks Department
6th October 1866.

No. 154. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
September. 1866, No. 6,739 :— '
Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 30th August 1866, No. 168.

1. I have the honor to submit my report on the Public Works of my District
for the official year 1865-66. . ‘

2. _The following table exhibits in one view the expenditure on public works
under each head, the total amount being Rupees 1,72,736, or Rupees 1,01,616 less

than the sum expended in the previous year :— .

. ‘ Expenditure | Expenditure Direzrexce.
in 1864-65. | in 1865-60.
. Increase. Decrease.
New Works. . RS, rs. . 2s.
Irrigation ... e 32 149 13,628 | ... 18,551
Communications ... --,998 11,025 ... 11,973
Buildings ... .. .. .| - 26238 15,811 | . ... 10,941
Total ... 81,405 40,464 , ...... 40,941
Lepairs. . )
Irrigation ... ... .. .| LO04173 62,042 | ... 42,131
Communications ... ... .. 87,026 67,652 | ... 19,374
Buildings ... . 1,748 2,390 542 | .. .
-~ | Misccilaneous Pubhc Improvemem e 188 188
Total ...| 1,92,917 1,32,272 [ <750 61,505
Grand Total ...| 2,74352 | 172756 | 730 1,02,416
Net decrease ... e I ...... 1,01,616

Except on repairs of buildings anzi‘\works of public improvement a very perceptible - B
decrease is observable in all the other heads, but in none is this more painfully

apparent than in the item of Irrigation Works, in which, under both original works

and repairs, there was a decrease of expenditure of no less a sum than Rupees 60,682.

This greatly reduced outlay, the Board are aware, is attributable to the revision of )
the Public Works Budget by the Government of India, which reduced to a minimum

the assignment of funds for the entire Presidency, consequent on the demands on

the Public Treasury for carrying out a complete system of improved barrack

accommodation for the European troops throughout India. Limited, however, as
was the allotment for this District, the
iip Public Works Department certainly -

) 449

Tools ... .
Paid for works executod by Civil Officers. 3,078 made the most of the funds placed at

. ‘ . Total.. 3’72'7 their disposal ; and after deducting the
payments noted in the margin, only

Rupees 1,932 remained unexpended of the allotment of Rupees 1,78,195 for the year. -
3. New Works, Irrzgatzon.—Rupees 3,280 were expended during the year on
the anicut across the Cheyar river, but with the exception of this, no new irrigation

work of 1mportance was undertaken. A sum’ of Rupees 10,000, for cutting the
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(ﬂotr;:le)a{:i;;;:rggnﬁ%;;:ge no;th b‘mk of the PPonncaur river for irrigating the lands
the Manamootynadd t, gm a similar amount for coqstructmg an am(.:ut across
the Madras Go)vemmy at omaramu.ngalum, were provided for, as sanctioned by

. ent in the Public Works Dudzet of the year, but both wero
finally disallowed by the Government of India. B}r private enterprisc the Sendana-
daor square tank in the Ellavanassoor Taluk was cleared at a cost of Rupees 1,200,
and a channel has been cut from the Manamooty river to the Cullacoorchy tank at
an outlay, Ly the ryots, of Rupecs 1,500. Duth of these works had long Dbeen
much wanted,; and they were no sooner sanctioned by Government than the ryots
cheerfully camo forward and advanced the entire sums necessary for their

execution.

$.  Communications.—The rebuilding of the ten arches of the Gudalum bridzo
destroyed by tho flood of October 18G4, and the widening of the other ten arches
which withstood the inundation, were completed during the official year, and the
bridze its2lf was thrown open for usual traffic in February last. R(ibl‘])ilding the
destroyed arches cost Rupees 3,753, and widening tho bridge Rupees 3,299.

5 ye o __The new Court-house was occt ; .
the l?’)'th ﬁl::;l;:gand the building was completed by the 20th April last. The entire
outlay Las been Ttupees 48,979-7-0, or nearly 3,000 I
estimate, which was only Rupccs‘u,OOO. Accorax)uo
Courts, viz., the Civil and Session Court, th.e Court
Cuddalore District funsiTs Court, .fmf} the buxldmig 15t '
which can lay claim to any pretensions to architectura

uuqucstionably an ornament to the station. ‘
| ] » . __Under this head only Rupees
6. IDepairs, Irrigation. Un 3 we :
in the past ‘;ear ’or little more than half the amount expended on s1-mﬂar works ;ré
11?561 6? The ,Supcrintendin Engincer states that 202 tanks, ?o channels, °
anks 10 calingulahs cuts were repaired, and 8 calin-
i : cted. The following are

lupees in CXCCsS of t
dation is provided for three

of Small Causes, and the
he only one in the place
1 appearance, and it is

62,040 were expended

o
o
99 sluices, and 13 ani

embankmen d2 ch 1s newly constru
- 93 sluices, 1 anicut, an channels new
gulahs, 2 ) hi 1 been expended for
L -ork hich the largest sums have been p

amo:.lgst the irrigation works on whicii | g Rupecs.

repairs:— X 1,708

Repairing southern bank of tho. Permal t:TmL 2i324

Closing breaches in bund of Tfu;ady tank 0,673

Repairing pund of Culput tank ‘... L e 1403
do. of Cundumpakum tank o= 1756

1,006

he original

pied by the different Courtson °

’

Do. .- ves e
¢ ’ do. Of OlOOkay tan - .. » . e ver XX

Do. o banks and clearing the Rﬂgav;cn channel .. s 380

g‘). calinzulah in Khan Saib's chan'ne o '(.j;;lef.rum 1420
> y Colcroon cmbankmen gume T 1708

cet

very SSIVCI'G

Closing preaches in the
ks gencrally

Repairing the Alachaygoody tank
Jluk :
w  The Tindevanudm taluk was ¥

' . ara to tan
hich did considerable damag® rgenc .
storm, which di +1 their aid to meet the emcls y:\bout the same timo

t1 .
but the ryots were promp ) aickly repaircd-
biaches in nearly ol tho tank binc? “Cwlgllumb};um taluk was threatened by 2

extensive injury to cultivation 1D the Cl

sited 1n November last Ly a
Ls and other jrrigation wWor

and the numerous -

" ——— e v

w e

h )

- for the construction of the road’

" think it more than commensurate with th
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breach in the Coleroon anicut, but any very serious results from the occurrence
were fortunately averted by the promptitude and active zeal of the then Tahsildar
Kolundoovaloo Pillay, who, within 12 days, constructed a bund, 750 yards long
15 wide, and from 7 to 8 high, at the comparatively small cost of Rupees 1 ,5501
But for the timely and able efforts- of this officer, aided, as they were, by the
people, a loss of several lacs of revenue might, possibly, have resulted. I regret to
add here that this excellent and efficient Tahsildar has recently died of cholera,
and no public servant in the District perhaps could so ill have been spared.

"8, Communications—Rupees 67,652 represents the expenditure under the
head of repairs to communications, and the following are the principal roads on

which this sum has been expended :—
- RS.
. ( Repairs to 19 miles of Trunk road No. 8 ... ... ... ... 3,660
Do. 30 do. do. do. No. 9 2,779

Do. 25 do. from Tindevanum tomCdc.l.daIér.é r.z:z;
4,872

Mylum and Pondicherry.... .. ...
No. 1. < Do. 28 do. from Cuddalore to Trunk road No. 9,
Range. ' and from Trunk road No. 9 to Trunk
r0ad Nov 8 o wte e e e e 3,926
Do. 24 do. from Cuddalore to Salem frontier by
L Viedachellum ... .o e wee oo 2,724
No. II Do. to Trunk road No. 8... ... . co or oo e 4,910
Ranro. { Do. to road from Merkanum to Tindevanum ... ... 1,940
8¢ Do. do. from Tindevanum to Chengum and Trinomalay.  $,553
- No. III I Do. to Trunk road No. 8 ..o o cov oor oo e 4179
Ranwe Do. to road from Oolundoorpet to Cullacoorchy ... 2,184
= l Do. to road from Cullacoorchy to Salem fronticr 2,280
. { Do. toTrunkroad No.8 .. .oocoe oo oo oo 3,650
No.IV.! = Do. to road from Cuddalore to Salem via Virdachellum. " 4,179
< to road from Cuddaloreto Coleroon ... ... .. = 1,649
road No. 9 ... 3,049 ~

Range. Do.
L Do. to road from Porto Novo to Trunk

.9. Buildings.—The repairs to build
items call for no remark.

10. I hardly expected that provision would be made in the Budget of-1866-67

between Merkanum ‘and "Pondicherry, sanctioned

in the Government Order, 12th May 1865, No. 1,001, but no doubt a good metalled
road between these two places will be a great boon ; and I haye already pointed ous

all the advantages of the project, when completed, in my letter to Mr. Clarke, and
that Officer, in his Report to Government on the salt works of this District, warmly
advocated the outlay, so that further comment is unnecessry. The estimate is
unavoidably, large, owing to the absence of all material on the spot, but I do not

the trade generally, which may be expected from it.

11. It isgratifying to find, notwithstanding their exclusion from the original
Budget, that two important works are to be taken in hand at once. T allude to
the— . )
Re-coustruction of a bridge across the Thumbipetta Oday, on the six-  =s.

tcenth mile of the road between Cuddalore and Salem ... ... 5,900

Forming road-way and embankment on the bed of the Mullatar on the
line of Trunk Road No. 8, and erectinga bridze over do. ... 1,950

ings were only Rupees 2,390, and the .

e great benefits to the salt revenue and -

-t
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1.2. The ‘frequlcnt complaints, for some years past, by the Government of
Pondicherry on the subject of the irrigation from the ,Vicravand r anicut and
channels are, I am happy to say, in course of immediate scttlement a?ld‘ the neces-
sary scheme with all specifications and other particulars to meet the, varied interés;:s
.at stake las, at length, been arranged between the Enclish and French Eneincers
and the matter is now before the Madras Governmcnot, on the report of E()lonol,
Foord, the Superintending Enginecr of the Division ; and despito all the difficultics
which beset the question, it is likcly now to havea satisfactory and )Cm(;rmm:‘t
solution, the importance of which can only be judged of by those who }J e ot
after year had to listen to the unccasing complaints and dissatisfaction ex m~e 31
the French Government on behalf of their ryots without the ‘abilitw t .Il);‘e.sse ] );
placing matters on any acceptable footing. ¥y hill now,. 0

'13. Since the foregoing was written, the Government sanction has been

4 o . . v
received to all Colonel Foord’s recommendations, and the “estimated expenditure
for the current year has been authorized. ‘

14, As regards the general condition of public works i t c ’
only to add my opinion that it is fully equal tolthe limited alllx;ti);;o‘??;itésl a}:::l‘xz
disposal of the Public Works Department. There are many works, especially of
~ irrigation, which urgently call for execution or extensive repairs ; but’with the mere

nominal allotment year after year it is hopeless to expeet imp;ovement, and the
marvel is that the revenue has not more perceptibly suflered ; and it is often a subject
of surprise and comment with those conveérsant with the wants of the people and

the interests of the State, that so little money is laid out by Government on
irrigation works, the importance and the rcmunerative character of which are patent ‘

to all, and when, if permitted, private enterprise would quickly be forthcoming to
do what is required. Almost every outlay on works of irrigation in this District
would result in a large additional revenue; and in my humble judgment a Stato

loan for pu
the public treasury be sti
must come, an
either to incur an cnorm
condition they should be,

1 unable to mect the needed outlay. The time, I think,

ous expenditure for placing works of irrigation in tho
or to sacrifice a proportionate amount of existing revenue.
It is a fact that there are but fow tanks in South Arcot capable of holding their
proper complement of water, or which arc not in need of very material and
extensive Tepairs; and if so, it is clear that mere patch-work can fmly postpone
the evil day; and how for Government are bound fo resp.cct thel'r obligations
matter, apart from what is due to their own interests, it 1s
but if an outlay of ten or twelve lacs of Rupees bas been
nder effective the irrigation works of the
f a little more than half a lac is year after
seo the prospective consequences of a policy,
L that usually followed in private life by
estment of capital.

to the ryots in this
for them to decide;

ommended as indispensable to re

rec
igmﬁcant sum o

District, and only an ins
igned, it is not difficult to fore
iance wit
ble and sure return for the inv

year ass
which appears so widely at var
those who scek the most profita

blie works of this character would prove a very profitable investment, if”

d that at no very distant period, when Government will be compelled

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worls Departmené
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n, Colonel Foord, has been

15. The Superintending Engineer of the Divisio
al visited all parts where his

in the District for some months, and has in that interv
presence was most nceded for the inspection of works. Colonel Foord’s expcrience

of the District renders these visits very valuable, and his untiring energy and
devotion to the interests of the District, and of the agricultural classcs so far as his
Department is concerned, exercise a most beneficial effect, and the subordinate
officers aro thus incited and stirred up to increased activity and zeal by the example

of their chief.

——

1. Submitted for the information of Government.

2. The Board noto the Collector’s testimony to the valuable services of
Kolunduvalu Pillay, late Tahsildar of the Chellumbrum Taluk, and regret that his
death should have deprived Government of so zealous a servant.

No. 155, ORrpER THEREON, Gth October 1866 No. 3,186.

Communicated to the Superin-
tending Engineer of the 5th Division.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A; ORR, Colonel, R. E,
Secretary te Government,

ESTABLISIHIMENT, No. 12.

To the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division. -
» Revenue Department.
»  Board of Revenue,

Ezd. 8. T, Augustixi.
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