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Proceedzngs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department )
14¢h September 1866.

No. 357.

the Government.

Presidency.

making the trace; as well as a roal down the Goodaloor Ghaut, and a new road
over the Neil 'rhcrry plateay, from Outacamund to Neddiwuttum.

31st July 1866, No. 15 :—

Read the following Despatch from the Right Hohorable-the Sccretary
of State for India, (Public Works,) to ITis Excellency the Right Honorable
. the Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London,

1. In the Despatch of my predecessor, in the Public Department, dated June
16th (No. 22),1866, you were apprised of his decision that the operations at the
Stanley Chinchona plantation in the Koondah hills should be continued.

2. Thesc operations will necessitate the construction of a road from Ootaca-
mund to the plantation, and I observe, from your Despatch in the Revenuc Depart-
ment, dated March 13th (No. 6), 1866, that it is your intention to have a good road
made to the Koondahs as speedily as possible. .This road will be useful to the
private individuals who may open plantations on the Koondah hills, as well as to
I would suggest that your attention should also be dirccted to
the question of making an inexpensive bullock track from some point near the
Stanley plantatlon to the low country, which might have the effect of bringing up
supplics of provisions and la.bor from ths Brwany valley and the Malabar Districts
in the dircction of Manar. Such a meaus of communication would apparently
have the effect of cheapening and facilitating all planting operations in the Koondah
hills. Colonel Ouchterlony, in his Survey Report, speaks of these hills as likely
bereafter to form one of the most valuable and important Districts in the Madras

3. It appears from your Procecdings in this Department that a new carriage
road up the Coonoor Gliaut is in course of construction, at an estimated cost of
upward s of two lacs of Rupees, including the expense of preliminary surveys and of

4. The new Coonoor Ghaut road is undoubtedly a work of great importance,

and it may be worthy of consideration whether a cheap bullock track continued
from the first zigzag of the Coonoor Ghaut up the valley for a few miles, in tho

ducctxon of Kartery, would not facilitato the formation of a bazaar, where 1t is much

nceded, in the immediate neighbourhood of numerous Coffee and_Chinchona plan-

tations. If so, the original cost of the line might e recovered in a short time, by
the levy of moderate tolls.

5. I notice, with pleasure, the skill and cnergy which have been displayed by
Captain Law in conducting the works on the Coonoor Ghaut, and also the success

f

Lo has mct with in mtroducmn‘ a system of contracts by picee-work so generally.

Ootacamuud to Neddiwuttum, and thence through the Chinchona phntatmns to

Goodaloor in Wynaad, also appear to e important, and to be lines which will give
o a traflie fully justifying the original outlay.

6. The new roads which have been sanctioned by your Goverament from

risc t

TOR

7. 1 shall Do glad to e placed in possession of your opinions on the sugges-
tions thus thrown out, and to be kept informed res
ds on the Bcﬂ"hexry and Koondal hills,

.«
3

T .

pecting the progress of the new
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: tending 3, Municated o g Superin-
b mn “Ngincer of the Tih Division,
estimate called for in G. 0, No. 3 339, dated Xpedxte the subinission of tha

ing the road from O ed the 7th Ny )
rom Ootacamund to f},e Koondy} Novemler 1863, for complet-

Mr. MeIvor’s Report op the Goy 1% referreg g, 5 ) 1

. : ern : N paragray,
‘Neilgherries for 1864-63, mont Chmdmm Y 'tdtxolmm&r(,alho:Otl(x’:
i

to the low country,

m
rackg fro;1 1o in Parazraphs 2 and
Kartery. He will alg

o n the St anl«\) Plantation
ONoor Ghayt towards

these worlg,

R, Colonel R E

eCref ary to G'ovemmcnl.

J-’

To the Supcrintending Engineer, 7th Division,
Revenue Department. N

’,

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.
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