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.  Proceedings of the Madras Government, ‘P&blic Works “Depar'tment ,
' o Oth Sepicmber 1866, . T

v ot . -

‘

: | Read the following letters:— |
8. From ‘the Controller of Public Works Accounts, to the Secretary to
" Government, Department Public Works, dated Madras, 29th August 1866,

]

: - No. 1,537. - - S ]
’ ‘1. I Lave the honor to acknowledge receipt.of G. O. of the 22nd instant,
No. 2,642, from which I learn that my papers for supplying the existing reservoirs
of Bellary Cantonment with water have been again returned to the Saperintending
Engincer, 3rd Division, for revision, on the grognd that the plans and estimatos are
so incomplete, itswould not be justifiable to spend public money on them¥ notwith-
*. gtanding-that this Officer has permitted . two years to elapse since” Sir'1ope Grant
told him if ho would send those very pepers to Madras he would support the project
in Council, and at that time Major Moberly docs not appear to have discovered that
these deficiencies existed in them, but now simply alleges Colonel ITemery had told
him so when making over charge of the Division ; up to this time, not one of these
alleged deficiencies have been pointed out or established, and whilst Ty papers
-were in Madras I offered to give every assistanceiu explaining the project, or in
showing how any deficiencies might. be remedied, . I was then told this was
unnecessary, and that the scheme had been accepted andwpproved of, and would be

R No».”lIl

e

executed. :

9. Ideny that Mr. Porter’s project has any advantages over the one proposed -
£ mino i incwmpluie, LLWNAL state wust his be when not a day’s survey-

ine has yet been done even in investigating it, and to support it recourse is obliged
=4 : M 7 1 3 . . d .

to bo had to the vulgur artifice of mis-representing me in' order to confute m:*y“

and I am deprived of the use of my papers so thac these ideas may, if |

by me,and i

statements
‘ S::S&.;ible be’taken up. Ishould like to know on what grounds Mr. Porter takes upon
R e does not consider the project as prepared by me to be the best

. Limself to say h , a7e
‘ hl]nich could be designed ? As one of my subordinates I have always borne willing
wh : o ' -

‘testimony to his usefulness ; but I must confess I was net prepared to hear him
t;k in the strain of his present report, or to find him called in to criticise ‘'my

plans by one whose duty 1t was to do this himseif, if considcred necessary. . .

3. Mr. Porter’s project proposcs to abando‘n at once more. than. half the
drainage area available for supplying water to the (?antoun}ent, and this ha!f of
the valley it is-well -known to every one dt alliz}cquamtcd with the country is by
r supplied with rain-full; from this cxtent of country he proposes

bringing a larger quantity of water tl.lan I had calculated upon to l.)c fu‘rn.xshed in
a shorter time, notwithstanding that its waters ftlread)' belong to an ex1.stmg' tink,
~vhich they fail to supply oftener th‘an two.years in five, and h? assumos his ram-ufll
to be eighteen inches in all years to get Lis sul')ply. N ow, M-aym M.oberly shows. in
his letter, paragraph 4, this was only elex:cn mchf:S in 1865, and‘ in the preccduzg
ear I believe it was _‘not so much, and in 1863 1t w;fs barely six inches; yct in
the face of these facts 1t 1s dolibcrate.l y proposc.d to give up tlu.) better half of the
. available water-supply, construct a high reservoir on a nullah which, .on. the average
.of scasons,cannot supply sufficient water for 200 acres of. land.and this is, morcover, -
1to*b3A done by a channel conveying 20,00? or 30,000 cubic yg.rdz.‘. per hour to a tz?nk
45 contain four million cubic yards, but in how.many. hours it is not shown, whilst

A

far the bette

-

e -

s
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depuriment
y . 5th September 1866. | V

Tal . B
er might be stored in the event of the supply from the drainage

ble than was expected, to improve the irrigation of the
land in that neighbourhood, and so make the scheme more remunerative ; but this
has nothing whatever to do with the supplying of water to the harracks, for which
I had designed another project to obtain the supply from the well near the Race
on tunnel, but this also has had nothing done for it. Mr. Porter
now urges, though he must have been well aware of my proposals as he had all my
papers, that this reservoir will be useless for the purpose of supplying the barracks
except at great expense. Lut one would have supposed that in 4 place like Bellary,
where water is such a need, it would have been more advantageous in these times
to get it in almost any way, than to bring forward projects which have had no more
e or thought bestowed on them than just to write out a report, and which yet
o be carefully ‘surveyed, estimated, and fair arawn out! And as Major
who has had my project before him for nearly two years, has apparently
round, or investigated any of the matters connected with the’
rain-fall, records regarding which existin all the Hospitals of the station and at the
Cutcherry, I am at a loss to understand on what grounds he can have submitted
Mr. Porter’s scheme at all.  As to the reason that he did not consider- the design
strong enough, I would simply ask is he not capable of improving them after having
had them so long in his possession? provided  he can show the necessity for so
In conclusion I must beg my papers may be returned .to me, as the
declined to print them though every prominence has been given’
to anything put forward in opposition to my proposals; and as I feel I have done
my duty fully in urging this scheme on the Government, I wish to have the means
at hand to substantiate a1l I have said in this report, and which I respectfully submit

should not have been denied to me before. ?

From the Contrqller”of Public Works Accounts, to the Secretary to
Government, Department Public Works, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,
4th September 1866, No. 1,607. - ‘ R .
1. In esplanation of the project for sup
water by a syphon tunnel from the well near the Race Course, referred to in
y letter to your address, No 1,537, dated 29th ultimo, I have the
I determined to bring this forward, as it was the only source in
d whence a permanent supply of water could be obtained for the
s ; the seasons in Bellary are so very variable, the rain-fall so
that T came to the conclusion it would be far better
for us to secure from the available drainage area all the water wo could for the
ervoirs in the Cantonment, and supply the Barracks from the well

cxisting Tres i
failed to contain an abundant supply of water 1n the worst

which had nevert .
geasons, and as this conviction was the result -of many years' experience, during
which I had to contend with the difficulty of supplying water to the troops. in

Bellary, I respectfully gnbmit it was not becoming of those now in charge to

get aside my proposals in the manner in w
reason except 8’ vague allegation that the designs did not ‘appear to be strong

enough.

tim
require t
Moberly,

d()in g.
Government have

No. 119,

with
paragraph 50fm

the ncighbourhoo
European Soldier
small and so very uncertain,

- . 2

plying Bellary European Barracks

hich this has been done, and for no
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